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INTRODUCTION 
The National Coronial Information System (NCIS) is a secure database of information on deaths 
reported to and investigated by a coroner in Australia and New Zealand. The NCIS is designed to 
assist coroners and other data users with investigations and contribute to health policy development 
and prevention strategies.  

The database is accessible to authorised users via a web search interface. It contains a core data set of 
fields common to all cases. It also allows for the attachment of relevant reports: police narratives, 
autopsy and toxicology reports and coronial findings. 

The NCIS Unit collects, organises and quality assures Australian and New Zealand coronial data. Key 
roles of the NCIS: 

• Collect comprehensive data on reportable deaths 
• Quality assure and manage this unique collection of data 
• Provide high-quality statistical information 
• Manage access to highly sensitive information 
• Develop and maintain national coding standards 

WHAT DATA IS STORED IN THE NCIS? 
Sources of data 
The majority of data contained in the NCIS is sourced from coronial files including: 

• police investigation reports 
• autopsy reports 
• supporting forensic medical reports (for example, toxicology) 
• coronial findings 

The database contains both coded and noncoded data. Search facilities allow users to interrogate data 
fields as well as the full text data and attached reports using particular words or phrases. 

The NCIS does not contain: 

• transcripts of inquests (although much detail of the inquest can be included in the finding) 
• photographic evidence 
• witness statements 

 
NCIS core data set 
The NCIS core data set includes:  
• case demographics 

o name, age, date of birth, date of death, place of usual residence, marital status, employment 
status, usual occupation, country of birth, years in country, indigenous origin 

• cause of death details 
o medical cause of death, mechanism of injury, object or substance producing injury, 

perpetrator relations to the deceased (for assault cases), ICD 10 cause of death codes,  
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date and time of incident and death, activity at time of incident leading to death, occupation 
and industry (where activity coded as paid or unpaid work) and for the transport related cases 
– mode of transport, user, counterpart, context 

• classification  
o Case type – natural, external and body not recovered 
o Intent – intentional self-harm, unintentional, assault, etc. 

• documents  
o police narrative of circumstances, autopsy reports, toxicology reports, coronial findings 

 

CASE INCLUSION AND EXCLUSION CRITERIA 
Many types of cases are reported to a coroner so it is important to understand the NCIS case inclusion 
and exclusion criterion. 

Cases are included in the NCIS where each of the following is true: 

• A death has occurred 
• Date of notification to the coroner is on or after: 

o 1 July 2000 – Australia (excluding Queensland) 
o 1 January 2001 – Queensland 
o 1 July 2007 – New Zealand 

• Coroner has jurisdiction to investigate the death 

Cases are excluded from the NCIS when any of the following statement is true. 

• A death has not occurred 
• Date of Notification to the Coroner is prior to: 

o 1 July 2000 – Australia (excluding Queensland) 
o 1 January 2001 – Queensland 
o 1 July 2007 – New Zealand 

• Coroner does not have jurisdiction to investigate the death 
• Case relates to non-human remains 

MISSING CASES 
If a case does not seem to be included in the NCIS: 

1. Verify you have the correct details: 
o Is local case number right and in correct format? 
o Try using surname and given name to search for the case 

2. Ensure that the case has a valid Date of notification within your court system 
o The Date of notification is the trigger for upload to the NCIS. If the date is blank, in the 

incorrect format or outside the NCIS parameters, case details will not be uploaded 
o Correcting errors or entering any missing dates will trigger inclusion in the upload file 

provided to the NCIS. Verify the case has uploaded the following day. 
3. If the case is still missing, report the case to the NCIS Unit – ncis@ncis.org.au  

mailto:ncis@ncis.org.au
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DATA QUALITY 
The NCIS is committed to providing high quality and fit-for-purpose data. As a result, cases are 
subject to various ongoing Quality Assurance (QA) activities.  

Read more about the NCIS QA Process 

NCIS CODERS 
The NCIS coders are a key component to the operations of the NCIS Unit and the NCIS. Coders are 
located in the Coroners Courts and in addition to their core responsibilities are responsible for the 
data entry and quality assurance of the cases for their applicable jurisdiction or court. This may be 
performed within a local court system, which is then uploaded to the NCIS or directly into the NCIS 
interface. 

ACCESSING THE NCIS 
Death investigators and coronial staff within jurisdictions are eligible to access the NCIS directly. The 
level of access is subject to approval by the State/Chief Coroner within applicable jurisdictions. 

Submit a request for death investigator access 

 
Third party agencies with a bone fide interest in death and injury prevention can apply for access to 
the NCIS. All third party applications are assessed by an Ethics Committee.  

Media or private organisations are not eligible for direct system access. NCIS searches can be 
performed on behalf of these organisations and de-identified information provided on request for a 
fee based on eligibility requirements. 

HOW TO USE THIS MANUAL 
The manual provides guidance on the correct code assignment for a selection of the core data items. 
It describes some general coding requirements for natural and non-natural (external cause) deaths. 

Coding examples provided in this manual are intended to be a guide only. The correct application of 
the suggested codes may vary accordingly with each individual case. 

If you require any assistance with the application of any guidance and coding of NCIS data 
fields, contact the NCIS Unit – ncis@ncis.org.au  

For further information visit NCIS website 

https://www.ncis.org.au/about-the-data/data-quality/
mailto:ncis@ncis.org.au
https://www.ncis.org.au/
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BIRTHPLACE 
The NCIS contains two fields which indicate the birthplace of a deceased:  

1. Country of birth (Coronial) – part of the NCIS core data set provided by the Coroners Courts in 
each Australian jurisdiction 

2. Place of birth (BDM) – provided by the Births, Deaths and Marriages (BDM) registries in each 
Australian jurisdiction 

Why are there two data sources for birthplace on the NCIS?  
Two data sources provide greater coverage and a reduced reliance on one administrative process to 
capture this characteristic. In particular, having the two data sources surrounding the birthplace of the 
deceased in the NCIS acknowledges that gaps sometimes exist in the collection of this variable 
through the coronial process.  

The BDM registry data supplements the coronial data, and may be particularly valuable for 
jurisdictions with a relatively high proportion of Unlikely to be known values in the Country of birth 
(Coronial) field.  

Why have the two values not been combined?  
The NCIS is primarily a collection of data from the Coroners Courts about reportable deaths. It is 
therefore important that the country of birth of the deceased as recorded by the Court remains 
reflected in the NCIS.  

Displaying the two data sources separately also allows for some possible indications to be drawn as to 
the accuracy of a value. If both sources note the deceased was born in the same country, there should 
be a reasonable level of confidence in the accuracy of this data as it was obtained through separate 
processes. 

How does this affect case coding? 

No. 

The data within the Birthplace of deceased (BDM) is provided by the Registries of Birth, Deaths and 
Marriages and uploaded to the cases on the NCIS by the NCIS Unit. 

Refer to NCIS data sources for more information. 

 

  

https://www.ncis.org.au/about-the-data/data-sources/
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BODY NOT RECOVERED  
A case type which allows for the coding and identification of cases where it is known that death 
occurred however, the body of deceased has not been recovered during the police and coronial 
investigation. 

The coding impact of a Body not recovered case on the other NCIS data items include: 

Data field Guidance  

Intent (notification and 
completion) 

Leave blank – data fields within the NCIS and some court systems 
will be inactive  

Mechanism of injury May be left blank or coded as appropriate for the information 
that is confirmed in the coronial finding 

Object or substance producing 
injury 

May be left blank or coded as appropriate for the information 
that is confirmed in the Coronial Finding 

All other data items Coded as appropriate for the information that is confirmed in 
the coronial finding 

Mandatory data items will be coded as Unlikely to be known, for 
the majority of cases, as without the body little information can 
be gleaned as to cause, location, date/time and mechanism of 
death 
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CONTRIBUTION OF ALCOHOL AND DRUGS 
Basic advice is provided below. For current coding advice for the contribution of alcohol and/or drugs 
refer to the NCIS Coding Tips Newsletter. 

Additional information is included in the frequently asked questions section of this manual. 

CODING ALCOHOL AND DRUGS 
In terms of NCIS coding, alcohol and drugs may be involved in a death in the following ways: 

1. The primary cause of a death, for example, ‘drug overdose’ 

2. A contributing factor— this may occur in a number of ways such as alcohol impairing the ability to 
drive resulting in an accident or contributing to a natural disease (alcohol cirrhosis) 

Alcohol and/or drugs are identified through toxicology testing for a large number of cases. 

For NCIS purposes, alcohol and/or drugs should be coded if the substances contribution to death is 
recognised through at least one of the following criteria: 

• Referenced in COD 1a, 1b, 1c, 1d or 2 

• Determined by the coroner or pathologist to have contributed to death 

• Drug/Alcohol status of a person other than deceased, noted as a factor in death within Coroners 
Finding (for example, detected in driver of another vehicle involved, or perpetrator in an assault) 

If the case meets at least one of the criteria listed above, then: 

• Code all alcohol and drugs detected and listed in toxicology reports 

Coders do not need to determine the extent by which drugs contributed to death, we just need 
to show that they were present. 

For easier data entry and reference, where appropriate, list drugs as they appear on toxicology reports 
(this is usually in alphabetical order). 

There are two data fields involved in the coding of alcohol and drug contribution, these are: 

Data field Guidance 

Mechanism of injury Describe the way or means by which substance contributed 

Object or substance producing injury Describes substance(s) identified in the toxicology report 
where at least one has contributed 

 
  

https://www.ncis.org.au/training-support/guidelines-for-coders/
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ETHNICITY V INDIGENOUS IDENTIFICATION 
The NCIS contains data fields which collect information on the ethnicity or Indigenous identification of 
the deceased. The coding of these fields depend on the jurisdiction presenting the case. 

Jurisdiction Data field(s) 

Australia Indigenous origin (Coronial) – part of the NCIS core data set provided 
by the Coroners Courts in each Australian jurisdiction 

Indigenous status (BDM) – provided by the Births, Deaths and Marriages 
(BDM) registries in each Australian jurisdiction 

New Zealand Ethnicity – part of the NCIS core data set provided by the Coroners 
Courts in New Zealand 

 

Why are there two data sources for birthplace on the NCIS?  

Collecting two data sources for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander identification (indigenous 
identification) in the NCIS recognises the importance of this variable for death and injury prevention 
work.  

It acknowledges the difficulty of collecting comprehensive and accurate data about indigenous 
identification in administrative data sets. Two data sources provide greater coverage and a reduced 
reliance on one administrative process to capture this characteristic.  

BDM registry data will supplement the gaps that sometimes exists in the collection of indigenous 
identification through the coronial process. This is particularly relevant for jurisdictions with a high 
proportion of Unlikely to be known values in the Indigenous origin (Coronial) field. 

Why have the two values not been combined?  

The NCIS is primarily a collection of data from the Coroners Courts about reportable deaths. It is 
important the indigenous origin of the deceased as recorded by the Court remains reflected in the 
NCIS.  

How does this affect case coding? 

No. 

The data within the Indigenous status (BDM) is provided by the Registries of Birth, Deaths and 
Marriages and uploaded to the cases on the NCIS by the NCIS Unit. 

Refer to NCIS data sources for more information.  

https://www.ncis.org.au/about-the-data/data-sources/
https://www.ncis.org.au/about-the-data/data-sources/
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GEOCODING  
Geocoding is the process of converting the address data (street, suburb, postcode or state) 
information into geographic coordinates (latitude and longitude). This data is then assigned to 
appropriate geographic administrative boundary areas. 

The NCIS Unit applies geocoding to the residential and incident addresses for closed Australian cases. 
Geocodes are not applied to the location of: death, last seen alive or body found address codes.  

Geocoding is not performed for New Zealand cases. 

For further information see Explanatory notes. 

JUMP TO FUNCTION  
Allows navigation directly to the Case detail screen from any screen on which the field is displayed.  

This function eliminates the requirement to return to the Find case screen to review new cases, and to 
enter the three separate data fields (Jurisdiction, Case year and Case sequence) to find a case. 

Data entry constraints apply – these relate to the structure of the case number and are detailed below. 

Jump to only applies to the NCIS number – local case numbers will not return any results. 

Data entry formats 

To use the Jump to function, use the following three elements: Jurisdiction,  Case year and State 
sequence.  

The Jurisdiction details can be entered in two formats, textual abbreviation or number (refer table 1). 

Table 1: NCIS jurisdiction classification and case number examples 

Jurisdiction Abbreviation Number Abbr. e.g. Number e.g. 

New South Wales NSW 1 NSW.2020.1000 1202001000 

Victoria VIC 2 VIC.2020.1000 2202001000 

Queensland QLD 3 QLD.2020.1000 3202001000 

South Australia SA 4 SA.2020.1000 4202001000 

Western Australia WA 5 WA.2020.1000 5202001000 

Tasmania TAS 6 TAS.2020.1000 6202001000 

Northern Territory NT 7 NT.2020.1000 7202001000 

Australian Capital Territory ACT 8 ACT.2020.1000 8202001000 

New Zealand NZ 9 NZ.2020.1000 9202001000 
 

https://www.ncis.org.au/about-the-data/explanatory-notes/
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MULTIPLE FATALITY EVENT (MFE) 
A Multiple fatality event (MFE) allows coders to link multiple cases to a single event – where fatal 
injuries were sustained during the same incident or event. 

MFE’s can result from large events (natural disasters or terrorist actions), however, the MFE data fields 
are more commonly used to identify non-natural events that occur regularly (fires, vehicle incidents 
and homicides). 

The assessment of whether two or more fatalities should be identified as a MFE is based on the timing 
of the incident event, rather than the deaths. In addition, source documents should indicate a clear 
relationship between the cases. 

There are two types of multiple fatality events: 

MFE type Guidance 

National Allocated by NCIS Unit upon identification of an event which resulted in 
multiple fatalities across multiple jurisdictions 

Jurisdictional Allocated by jurisdiction in which event occurred (primary jurisdiction) 
assuming that a coronial investigation is completed by the jurisdiction 

 
Cross-jurisdictional events/deaths 

To avoid multiple MFE’s being generated where two of more jurisdictions are investigating fatalities 
from the same event (and the event is not identified as a national event), it is vital that only the 
primary jurisdiction create the MFE. The primary jurisdiction must notify any secondary jurisdictions 
and the NCIS Unit so that all relevant cases can be added to the MFE. 

“Primary” jurisdiction 

The jurisdiction in which the event which resulted in multiple fatalities occurred and a coronial 
investigation was completed, regardless of deaths and coronial investigations which subsequently 
occurred in a secondary jurisdiction. 

“Secondary” jurisdiction 

The jurisdiction in which at least one fatality occurred during or following medical intervention 
subsequent to the initial event. A new MFE should not be generated for this death, regardless of the 
deaths and coronial investigations which subsequently occurred in this jurisdiction as it will be 
assigned to the MFE created by the primary jurisdiction. 
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NCIS INTERFACE TIMEOUT PERIOD 
The NCIS interface incorporates an automatic countdown for inactivity to protect data from being 
accessed by unauthorised users when the authorised user is away from their computer. 

The result of an extended period on inactivity whilst logged into the NCIS is a lockout of the system if 
you do not at least refresh the page within the designated timeframe.  

The timeout period for the NCIS interface is 45 minutes. The countdown reinitiates when a screen is 
saved or changed (for example, switch from Case details to Time location).  

OTHER SPECIFIED 
The selection of any code (at the lowest level of coding), on the NCIS commencing with the phrase 
Other specified will result in a free text field being displayed as the next level of coding. 

This field is used to enter a description of the location, mechanism, activity, object etc. involved in the 
event being coded. 

Coders should ascertain if a suitable code already exists in the codeset before allocating the Other 
specified code. However, often the use of the free text field is unavoidable due to emerging 
technologies and trends, for example, a new sporting activity becomes popular. 

Any coding utilising the free text fields are subject to the NCIS quality process. Any inappropriate 
coding will be amended or referred to the jurisdiction. 

Data searches utilising these free text fields are complicated by the issues of spelling, terminology, 
jargon etc. which is utilised by the jurisdictions and individual coders.  

In an effort to both decrease the number of free text data fields on the NCIS and increase the ease 
and reliability of searching the NCIS, an analysis of the free text data is performed prior to the release 
of major enhancements to the NCIS and, common terminology, descriptions and themes are 
considered for inclusion in the formal codesets. 
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STILL ENQUIRING VERSUS UNLIKELY TO BE KNOWN  
It is likely that at various stages of the coronial investigation some information is unknown or 
unavailable at the time of data entry. In these cases the majority of the data field codesets provide the 
option of either Still enquiring and/or Unlikely to be known. 

Code Guidance 

Still enquiring Open cases only 

Applicable for any data field for which the information is either 
unknown or unavailable whilst the case file remains open and under 
investigation, consideration or awaiting completion 

Unlikely to be known Closed cases 

Applicable for any data field for which the information is either 
unknown or unavailable once the case file is finalised. This informs 
NCIS users that the information was not discovered during the police 
investigation or coronial process 

Exemption: 
• Case type – notification  
• Intent – notification 
These two data fields are used to convey the case type and intent, known and accepted at the time 
of notification to the coroner. If upon notification the Intent and Case type was unknown these two 
data fields would most often be initial coded and remain as Still enquiring 
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TIME LOCATION EVENT SCREENS 
There are four event screens applicable to cases on the NCIS. Each screen allows for the coding of 
specific event facts. The combination of the screens allows users to understand the sequence of events 
resulting in death. This information can be vital in identifying factors influencing the event and may 
lead to preventing further deaths.  

Data field(s) Guidance 

Date/time Of the event 

Institution, street, suburb, 
postcode, state, town/city, 
country 

Physical address at which the event occurred 

Location Description of the type of location at which the event occurred 

Consists of two levels, each containing a drop down list and/or a 
free text box upon selection of any ‘other specified’ code 

Incident activity details Incident event only 

Description of type of activity being undertaken by the 
deceased at the time of incident leading to death  

Sport/recreation Incident event when Incident activity details = Sport and exercise 
during leisure time 

Description of type of sport or exercise the deceased was 
engaged in at time of incident 

Incident occupation and Incident 
occupation text  

Incident event only – when Incident activity details = Paid work 
or Unpaid work 

Description of occupation the deceased was engaged in at time 
of incident 

Incident industry & Incident 
industry text  

Incident event only – when Incident activity details = Paid work 
or Unpaid work 

Description of occupation the deceased was engaged in at time 
of incident 

 
The requirement to code the screens and fields vary and is based on the event being coded. These are 
described in the below. Also refer to On and Between date/times. 
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Incident 

Status Mandatory 

Reported when At any time, mandatory on case closure 

Guidance An incident may be viewed as an event, including some physical or medical 
event, which occurred prior to or at time of death and contributed to death 
(resulted in injury or inability to seek assistance) 

The incident event is usually the onset of the death event itself 

Of particular importance is the Time location – Incident as this screen allows for 
the coding of coding of the activity the deceased was engaged in at the time of 
the event, as well as any follow on activities such as occupation, industry and 
sports 

 
Death 

Status Mandatory 

Reported when At any time, mandatory on case closure 

Guidance A death event may occur simultaneously or immediately after incident however, 
there may be also be a delay between two events 

Delays, irrespective of length, do not diminish effect of incident event on death 
if a connection between the two events is established and confirmed in 
Coroners Finding 

 
Last seen alive and Body Found 

Status Advisable 

Reported when At any time 
If one data field on screen is coded, all data fields must be coded 

Guidance Completion is preferred for all cases where data is available and relevant to 
circumstances of death. However it is understood that jurisdiction workloads 
and office practice may impact on the completion rates 

Coding is advisable for cases where: 
• there is a discrepancy between the incident and death dates 
• the deceased was stated as ‘missing’ prior to death 
• a range of dates is used to specify the incident and death information 
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TIME LOCATION – ON OR BETWEEN DATES/TIMES 
The Time location screens allow for the coding of an exact or range of date(s)/time(s) for events. The 
use of the fields is contingent on the information known for the event. 

Data fields Guidance 

On date/time Used for cases where the exact date and time of the event is known. Time will be 
specific, even if it is coded as unknown default ’00:00’ 
Example: Death occurred at 17:56 on 2 January 2020 

Between 
date/time 

These data fields (separate in NCIS interface but often combined with On date 
and On time in the court systems) are used for cases where exact date or time is 
not known but a range of dates and/or times of the event have been identified. 
Used to explain the entire period during which the event occurred 
When deciding whether to use an exact date/time or the between dates/times, 
use the following as a guide:  
• If witnessed – code an exact date/time. 
• If not witnessed – code the between dates/times, based on the interval 

between when the deceased was last known to be alive and when the body 
was found 

Example: Body found at 17:56 on 2 January 2020 and was last known to be alive 
at 14:13 on 31 December 2019 

 
Ranges can refer to different times within the same date or differences in both 
the dates and times 
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TIMES 
Relevant data fields: 

• Time of notification of death 
• Last seen alive time(s) 
• Incident time(s) 
• Death time(s) 
• Body found time(s) 

Guide for use Must be recorded in 24-hour time format 

 If time unknown, use 00:00 Unknown 

 However, as 00:00 is an authentic time (midnight) if is advisable to use the 
between date and between time data fields to denote the period during which 
the event occurred 

If date is same day but time is unknown use: 00:01 and 23:59 to indicate the full 
day 

This can be narrowed down if appropriate – body located at 16:18 then the 
death range could be coded as 00:01 – 16:18 

Validation rules • Notification time(s) must be:  
o after the times reported for all other events 

 • Last seen alive time(s) must be:  
o before or equal to the times reported for death and body found 
o before, after or equal to the times reported for incident 

 • Incident time(s) must be: 
o before, after or equal to the time reported for last seen alive 
o before or equal to the times reported for death and body found 

 • Death time(s) must be: 
o after or equal to the time reported for last seen alive and incident 
o before or equal to the times reported for body found 

 • Body Found time(s) must be: 
o after or equal to the times reported for last seen alive, incident and 

death 

Body found refers to the location of the deceased, if the person is still 
alive when located the body found data fields should not be completed 
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TRANSFERRED CASES 
The transfer case data fields [transfer details, transferred from, transferred to, original case no] are 
utilised to indicate movement of a cases between courts and/or jurisdictions. 

Cases may be transferred for various reasons: 

• Reassignment of the case to a new court within the same jurisdiction: 

o Movement to a higher court in the coronial court structure for example, to State Coroner’s 
office 

o Movement to another court as a result of the standing of the deceased in the town, type of 
death or protection of those involved in the case 

• Reassignment of the case to a court based in another Australian jurisdiction: 

o Movement of the case to the residential state/territory of the deceased or next of kin 

Additional data fields will be displayed based on coding of first data field – transfer details. 

Data field Guidance 

Transferred in To your court for investigation and closure by another court 

Transferred from Details of court which as transferred case to your court 

Original case no Local case number allocated to the case by the transferring court  

Transferred out Out of your court to another court for investigation and closure  

Transferred to Details of court that your case has been transferred to 

 
Why does the NCIS require this information? 

The transfer data fields are used by NCIS to: 

• track the movement of cases between courts 

• identify the case which should be deleted from the NCIS 

What is the impact of transferred cases on the NCIS and its data? 

Duplicate cases uploaded and stored on the NCIS: 

• skewed statistics reported (too many cases) 

• open cases remaining in the system, as the original case does not need to be closed due to 
investigation being completed at a subsequent court  

• once the NCIS Unit is satisfied that the subsequent case has been uploaded to the system, the 
original case will be deleted from the NCIS 



National Coronial Information System 

NCIS Coding manual – Version 5 – 2020 | 20 

TRAFFIC V NON TRAFFIC 
Transport injury events may occur on land, water and in the air. Of importance for land transport 
events is the concept of traffic versus non-traffic. 

As the descriptions of transport injury events rarely use the wording of ‘traffic’ or ‘non-traffic’ to 
describe the context in which the vehicle was being used at the time the event occurred. The following 
is offered as guidance for NCIS coding of these land transport events: 

Traffic Non-traffic 

Movement of vehicles along a designated public 
route or location 
 
For example, an incident which started on, 
finished on or involved any land vehicle which 
was partially on a public road such as a highway, 
freeway, motorway or urban road 
 
Areas considered to be ‘traffic’ would usually be 
well organised (lanes, control devices, speed 
limits, rules and regulations, society norms) and 
designed for efficiency and safety 
• Motor vehicles on public roads, streets, 

freeways, highways, public car parks etc. 
• Train/tram accidents that occur when 

vehicle intersects a public road, street, etc. 
 

Excludes: 
• Aircraft accidents (air or space transport 

crash or collisions) 
• Watercraft accident (water transport crash 

or collisions) 
• Train/tram/streetcar/bus accidents that 

occur when the vehicle is travelling or 
stationary in an area designated for the sole 
purpose of transport via this means for 
example, tram lines down the centre of a 
divided road (non- traffic) 

Movement of vehicles in any place other than a 
designated public route or location 
 
For example, where you would not expect to 
find a large number of vehicles or which are not 
in frequent use by members of the general 
public 
 
Areas considered to be “non-traffic” would 
usually be less organised or influenced by 
accepted road conventions (lanes, control 
devices, speed limits, rules and regulations) 
• Private driveway of home, business or 

property 
• Race track – permanent or temporary, a  

designated period of time (for example, 
grand prix track) 

• Bush tracks, paddocks, fields, bushland 
• Train/tram/bus accident when vehicle 

travelling or stationary in area designated 
for sole purpose of transport via this means 
for example, tram lines down the centre of a 
divided road 
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TRANSPORT RELATED DEATHS 
Transport related deaths include all events which involve at least one vehicle when, at the time of the 
incident, the vehicle was being used for transport activities.  

All types of vehicles are incorporated: 

• powered 

• unpowered 

• vehicle’s where the primary purpose of transportation 

• vehicle’s where the primary purpose is not transportation 

There is no requirement that the event occur on a public road. However, if the vehicle contributing to 
the death was not being used as a means of transport at the time of the event, the case should not be 
coded as a transport injury event but rather as another more appropriate mechanism of injury. For 
example, if the incident involved mobile equipment such as a tractor or forklift and does not occur as 
a result of a crash, the Mechanism of injury should be coded to the category more appropriate such as 
Blunt force / Crushing / Pinching, crushing between. 

Whenever a Mechanism of injury is coded as:  

Level 1 Blunt force 
Level 2 Transport injury event 

A new set of data fields are activated and become mandatory data fields. These four fields describe 
the major aspects of any vehicle event. The coding of Mechanism of injury – level 3 does not impact 
on the activation of these additional data fields (they are displayed upon coding of level 2). 

Data field Description 

Mode of transport The means of transport by which the deceased was travelling at the time of 
the incident – includes on foot (pedestrian) 

Counterpart The other vehicle, person, animal or object with which the deceased or the 
vehicle, in which the deceased was travelling, collided with 

Context The nature of the event and for a land event where the incident occurred 

User The role the deceased within the specified mode of transport at the time of 
the incident? (driver, passenger, bystander) 

Each of these data fields must be completed before the case can be signed off and closed. 

Refer to the NCIS coding tips newsletter. 

  

https://www.ncis.org.au/training-support/guidelines-for-coders/
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WORK-RELATED  
Any case where it is determined that exposure of deceased to their own or another person’s work 
environment or activities contributed to death, with the exception of industrial disease, should be 
coded as Work-related. 

For NCIS purposes, a broad definition of work-relatedness is applied, including cases for which the 
deceased (or relevant persons) would not be eligible for workers compensation.  

The key aspect of identification on the NCIS is the coronial recognition that a work factor or activity 
contributed to the death. 

Coders may not have relevant case information to make a clear decision about whether a death was 
work related. In the event the coronial investigation does not provide sufficient information and work 
relatedness is not specified in coronial findings, the case should be coded as unlikely to be known. 

Work related deaths occur in the following contexts: 

Workers  

People receiving payment, profit or payment in-kind for services rendered:  

• tradesperson, for example, an electrician who completes electrical work at own home or the home 
of a friend for no payment. Expertise is required and the same work methods and safety 
precautions must be applied, irrespective of payment 

• hobbies where engagement in the activities that may generate a sideline income, in addition to  
usual income. Such hobbies may include bee keeping, hobby farming or craft items at markets 

• work experience placements that may not be paid 

Volunteers 

Volunteers where training and professional knowledge is required, or where the governing 
organisation is administered professionally. The person does not receive an income for their services, 
but what they are doing resembles paid work: 

• CFA fire-fighters or meals on wheels delivery drivers 

Excludes: 
• volunteering where no professional expertise or training required 

Bystanders 

Deceased is not working but suffers a fatal injury as a result of exposure to the work environment or 
activity of another person: 

• pedestrian fatally injured by a commercial vehicle 

• any fatal injury that occurs to a non-worker on the working part of a farm such as a dam, shed, 
field etc. Regardless of the activity undertaken at the time of death 
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Commuting to and from work 

Fatalities that occur while commuting to and from a work location, or during a recess period such as a 
lunch break are not considered to be work related. 

Fatalities that occur while commuting between work locations, where the purpose of the travel is to 
get from one workplace to another, are considered to be work related. 

Commercial vehicles 

Workers with commercial vehicles such as truck drivers, taxi drivers, and tradespeople are considered 
to be working whenever the commercial vehicle is in use. When a driver, passenger or bystander is 
fatally injured by a commercial vehicle, this is considered to be work related. 

Criminal activity and work relatedness 

Criminal activity is not considered work activity for the purpose of determining work related fatalities. 

Excludes: 

• prostitution – for NCIS purposes, this is a work activity 

• assault/homicide – included if the attack is directly connected to the victim's work activity or 
environment (for example, bank tellers, shop assistants) 

• bystanders injured, but otherwise not involved, as a result of an incident involving law 
enforcement, security guards and/or criminals 

• where the criminal activity is incidental to an event involving a legitimate work activity or 
environment such as use of illegal drugs 

Industrial disease 

If, during the course of work activity, a worker is exposed to substances that lead to a disease that is 
ultimately fatal such as mesothelioma, this is categorised as industrial disease.  

These deaths are often not reported for coronial investigation and practices for reporting vary 
between jurisdictions. To include these cases in the work related definition would lead to 
misrepresentative data. 

Cases where industrial disease is determined to be the cause of death are identifiable by other 
methods within the database. 

For the purposes of NCIS coding, industrial disease is not considered work related and should 
not be coded as such. 
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GETTING THINGS STARTED 

ACCESSING EXISTING CASES – NCIS  
Data entry procedures and case management software varies between each Australian jurisdiction. For 
some jurisdictions all data is entered directly into the NCIS interface, others upload the majority of 
data from a court database leaving only a few data fields, including Mechanism of injury and the 
Object or substance producing injury to be entered in the NCIS. However, the majority of jurisdictions 
use a local case management system (LCMS) to enter all data and coding. Each case is then uploaded 
into the NCIS during regular uploads. 

FINDING A CASE IN THE NCIS 
Log into the NCIS and hover mouse over the NCIS search or Case options on the toolbar.  

Select Find case. The screen 
below will be displayed 
 

 

Once in the find case screen a 
particular case can be identified using 
two methods:  

1. Use the local case number (may result in no cases if local case number format incorrect) 

2. Using a combination of data fields based on case information including the Case state, Case year, 
Surname, etc. 

Jurisdiction are only permitted to perform searches using personal information such as 
Surname or Given names for cases in their own jurisdiction unless additional access is approved 
by the State/Chief Coroner and provided by the NCIS Unit. 

Once the search results have been returned: 

• Select the appropriate case in the table of case(s) resulting from the search 

• Edit the case file as required 
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ACCESSING EXISTING CASES – CASE MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS (AUST) 
ENTERING A NEW CASE INTO A LOCAL CASE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (LCMS) 
Once logged into the LCMS, a new case can be opened by either: 

1. selecting case and then new case from 
the toolbar 

2. Selecting the new case icon (blank page) 

 

LOCATING AN EXISTING CASE INTO A LOCAL CASE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (LCMS) 
Once logged into the LCMS, an existing case can be opened by either: 

• selecting Case and then Find case from the toolbar 
• selecting the Find case icon (binoculars) 

The find case screen allows the user to locate records previously saved in the LCMS using 
combinations of any of the displayed data fields 

Data fields included for inclusion as search parameters include:  

• Court 
• Postcode 
• Sex  
• Age 
• Case type  
• Activity 
• Location 
• Object  
• Mechanism  
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Once the search parameters have been entered select the search button.  

To edit a case, it should be selected from the search result list (the arrow should be in the left hand 
column beside the appropriate case) and then hit the edit button.  

The full case file will now be displayed ready for amendment or the completion of data entry. 
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LOCAL CASE NUMBER FORMAT 
The local case number format varies between each Australian states/territories and New Zealand.  

There is no action required on behalf of coders, this number is automatically generated upon case 
entry into the court system and uploaded to the NCIS. 

As detailed blow the variations allow each authority to identify the specific jurisdictions or courts 
responsible for handling each case. 

Authority Format Meaning 

ACT CCCC/YYYY C = Case file number 
Y = Year of death 

NSW YYYYCCCCCCCC Y = Year of death 
C = Case file number 

NT JCCCC/YYYY J = Jurisdiction number 
C = Case file number 
Y = Year of death 

QLD CCCC/YYYY C = Case file number 
Y = Year of death 

SA CCCC/YYYY C = Case file number 
Y = Year of death 

TAS JCCCC/YYYY J = Jurisdiction number 
C = Case file number 
Y = Year of death 

VIC YYYY00CCCC Y = Year of death 
0 = Filler number (may be incorporated in case number if 
required) 
C = Case file number 

WA CCCC/YYYY/JJJ C = Case file number 
Y = Year of death 
J = Coronial Region 

NZ CSU-YYYY-JJJ-CCCCCC CSU = Coronial Services Unit 
Y = Year of death 
J = Coronial Region 
C = Case file number 

 
The local case number is displayed on the upper most right hand side of every NCIS screen. 
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METHODS OF MOVEMENT 
There are two methods of moving between data fields on any of the LCMS or NCIS screens: 

1. Tab method 

Pressing the tab button on your keyboard will 'jump' the cursor from one box or button to the 
next. If you wish to move backwards, press the shift and tab keys together.  

2. Mouse method 

Use the mouse, touchpad or similar to click into each data field  

When negotiating a drop down list, there are three methods of viewing or choosing an option: 

1. Mouse 

Use mouse to scroll up and down the list use the mouse, touchpad or similar device to highlight 
the desired option. When you have highlighted the option either tab or mouse click to the next 
data field.  

2. Arrow keys 

Use the up and down arrow keys to scroll through the drop down list until the option you require 
is highlighted. When you have highlighted the option either tab or mouse click to the next data 
field.  

3. First letter search 

While in the required data field, press the first letter of the option you wish to select. The drop 
down list will automatically move to the first option with a first letter you have entered (for 
example searching Marital status for Widowed, select W.  
 

For some data fields you may be required to press the letter a number of times before the 
appropriate option is displayed. 
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SEQUENCE OF DATA ENTRY 
Once you opened the desired case file on either the NCIS or the LCMS, you should now move through 
the data fields and screens verifying and/or completing the data entry as required. 

Some of the data fields may have already been entered by other staff members or yourself on 
previous data entry sessions. Ensure that all the data entered reflects the events as detailed in the 
coronial case file, this may require recoding of some data fields if subsequent or more detailed 
information is discovered throughout the coronial investigation. 

Screens such as Inquest details and Aliases are for local case management use only and are not 
included in the NCIS upload. 
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SIGNING OFF 
There are certain requirements for data entry which must be completed before a case can be signed 
off and closed in either the NCIS or LCMS: 

• Verify that all mandatory fields have been completed   

• Verify that all references to still enquiring have been amended to unlikely to be known (excluding 
intent – notification and case type – notification)  

• Verify coding rule compliance in applicable data field combinations such as: 

o Country of birth/Years in country 

o Case type/Intent 

o Intent/Incident activity details (where Case type coded as Intentional self-harm) 

o Location/Incident activity details (where location is Medical service area) 

• Verify the Mechanism of injury and Object or substance producing injury coding 

o Is accurate and reflects events 

o There is at least one mechanism and object/substance for all external cause deaths 

o Reflects the Cause of death (1a, 1b, 1c, 1d and 2)  

The coding should tell the reader how the death occurred.  

• Enter coroner’s closed date as date the case was closed by the coroner, usually the date 
documented on the coronial finding or decision 
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RE-OPENING CASES 
Cases can be re-opened to reflect amendments to investigation findings, further investigation of the 
case or incorrect coding. 

The method of re-opening a case varies depending on the time elapsed between the case being 
closed and being re-opened and the quality review status for the case. 

Cases which have been processed through the NCIS quality assurance process need to be reopened 
by the NCIS Unit to ensure that data uploads are permitted – cases accepted via the quality review are 
locked from any further data upload, although documents are always uploaded. 

NSW AND VIC CASE 
If a recently closed case, a Re-open case button will be visible at the bottom of the case details screen 
(replacing the Save button). Use this button to re-open the case, make the necessary amendments and 
if appropriate, re-close the case. 

If the case has been processed through the quality assurance process, the Re-open case button will not 
appear. If you wish to re-open the case for amendment, contact the NCIS Unit. 

ALL OTHER JURISDICTIONS (ACT, NT, NZ, QLD, SA, TAS, AND WA) 
If the case has been closed within the current calendar month (for example, closed 3rd and re-opened 
29th) then simply re-open the case on your local court system, make the necessary amendments and if 
appropriate, re-close the case. 

If the case was closed in a previous calendar month, contact the NCIS Unit so that appropriate action 
can be taken within the NCIS interface (for example, the NCIS will release the case from quality 
restraints to allow data upload). 

 

 

mailto:ncis@ncis.org.au
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AGE (AT DEATH) 
Definition Age of the deceased at the time of death 

Status Mandatory 

Collection 
method 

Automatically calculated based on the date of birth and date of death 

Manual entry of age is possible but should be used only to override inaccuracies in 
automatic calculation or where essential calculation data fields are unknown 

Guide for use Used in combination with Age unit to reflect age of deceased at time of death 

Remember to take day and month into consideration, if death occurs before that 
years’ birthday, subtract the year of death from the calculation of age 

Example 1: 
Date of birth: 05/09/1984 
Date of death: 01/06/2020 
Age at death: (2020 – 1984) – 1 or (2019 – 1984) = 35 years 

Example 2: 
Date of birth: 05/09/2020 
Date of death: 05/10/2020 
Age at death: (05/09/2020 – 05/10/2020) = 1 month or 4 weeks or 29 days 

Although the field size has a maximum of three characters, the characters should 
only be used when necessary, such as when the age of deceased was 100 years of 
age or more. Ages should not be preceded by zeros, such as 013 instead of 13, in an 
effort to utilise all three characters 

If the age is under two years, age should be recorded in month(s), weeks(s), day(s) or 
hour(s); as applicable for the deceased 

If age is unknown, not stated, and cannot be estimated, use: 

 888 Still enquiring 

 999 Unlikely to be known 

 Note: enter the code (‘888’ or ‘999’) not the description into the data field 

 

Validation rules • 888 – Still enquiring is not valid for closed cases 

 • Age (at death) must equal Date of death – Date of birth 
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BODY FOUND DATE 
Definition Date the body of the deceased was found 

Status Advisable 

Layout dd/mm/ccyy 

Guide for use Can only be coded as an exact date and time 

 Applied to moment body of deceased was located, does not refer to injured persons 
who die after being located 

Must be used in combination with Body found (on time) to represent the exact 
moment the body of deceased was discovered 

If a date/time range is provided, use the last date/time stated by person who 
discovered the body 

If the date is unknown, use: 

 888 Still enquiring 

 999 Unlikely to be known 

 Note: if any of the relevant data items on the screen are completed (Date, Time, 
Institution, Street, Postcode, State or Country), all data fields must be completed 

Validation rules • 08/08/8888 – Still enquiring is not valid for closed cases 

 • Body found date/time must be:  
o any date/time combination coded for Notification of death (earlier, equal to 

or later) 

o later or equal to the date/time combination coded for Death, Incident or Last 
seen alive 

o later or equal to Date of birth (excluding influence of time during 
comparison) 



National Coronial Information System 

Coding manual – Version 5 – 2020 | 36 

BODY FOUND TIME 
Definition Time the body of the deceased was found 

Status Advisable 

Layout hh:mm 

Guide for use Must be recorded in 24-hour time format 

Can only be coded as an exact date and time 

Applied to moment body of deceased was located, does not refer to injured persons 
who die after being located 

Must be used in combination with Body found (date) to represent the exact moment 
the body of deceased was discovered 

If a date/time range is provided, use the last date/time stated by person who 
discovered the body 

If the time is unknown, use: 

 00:00 Unknown 

 Note: if any of the relevant data items on the screen are completed (Date, Time, 
Institution, Street, Postcode, State or Country), all data fields must be completed 

Validation rules • Body found date/time must be:  
o any date/time combination coded for Notification of death (earlier, equal to 

or later) 

o later or equal to the date/time combination coded for Death, Incident or Last 
seen alive 

o later or equal to Date of birth (excluding influence of time during 
comparison) 
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CASE TYPE – COMPLETION 
Definition Identifies whether a death was due to natural, external or unknown causes or the 

body was never recovered, as identified at case completion 

Status Mandatory (upon case closure) 

Codeset 1 Death due to natural cause(s) 

2 Death due to external cause(s) 

3 Body not recovered 

999 Unlikely to be known 

Guide for use Case type – completion should be coded as per information known at the time the 
case is closed by the coroner, primarily based on the determination of the coroner 

 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

 

 An external cause is defined as any death that resulted directly or indirectly from 
environmental events or circumstances that caused injury, poisoning and other 
adverse effects (WHO, 1992) 
For most cases there will be a clear connection between any external cause and the 
death, as the death will occur soon after the incident. However, there may be a 
considerable lag between the injury incident and death and this does not diminish 
the effect of the external cause on the death 

 3 Body not recovered 

 

 Allows for identification of cases of missing persons who are believed to be 
deceased. This may occur within a short or after an extended period of time 

 Coding sudden unexpected death in infancy (SUDI) deaths 

The term sudden unexpected death in infancy (SUDI) is used to describe the 
unexpected death of an infant, with no obvious pathological or clinical reason  

Coding is dependent on the cause of death 
 SUDI or SIDS Fatal sleep accidents Other deaths 

Cause of death is 
unknown or unexplained 
at completion of 
investigation 
Case 
type: 

Unlikely to be 
known 

Intent: Unlikely to be 
known 

 

Cause of death attributed 
to external factor such as 
bedding or co-sleeping 
with person 
Case 
type: 

Death due to 
external cause(s) 

Intent: Unintentional 
 

Cause of death has been 
attributed to a pre-
existing medical 
condition 
Case 
type: 

Death due to 
natural cause(s) 

Intent:  
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Validation rule • If unknown at time of case closure, ensure it is coded as 999 – Unlikely to be 
known 
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CASE TYPE – NOTIFICATION 
Definition Identifies whether death was due to natural, external or unknown causes or if body 

was never recovered, as identified at time of notification to the coroner 

Status Mandatory 

Codeset 1 Death due to natural cause(s) 

2 Death due to external cause(s) 

3 Body not recovered 

888 Still enquiring 

999 Unlikely to be known 

Guide for use Case type – notification should be coded as per the information known at time the 
case is reported to the coronial office. The quality of this evidence varies and the 
decision may remain problematic, especially in regards to suicides 

The initial coding should not be recoded upon case closure, this is one of the two 
data fields that can and should, where appropriate, be closed whilst coded as 888 – 
Still enquiring 

 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

 

 An external cause is defined as any death that resulted directly or indirectly from 
environmental events or circumstances that caused injury, poisoning and other 
adverse effects (WHO, 1992) 
For most cases there will be a clear connection between any external cause and the 
death, as the death will occur soon after the incident. However, there may be a 
considerable lag between the injury incident and death and this does not diminish 
the effect of the external cause on the death 

 3 Body not recovered 

 

 Allows for identification of cases of missing persons who are believed to be 
deceased. This may occur within a short or after an extended period of time 

Validation rule • If unknown at time of case closure, ensure it is coded as 888 – Still enquiring 
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CONTEXT 
Definition Nature of transport event and for land transport event, where it occurred 

Status Conditional 

Reported when Mechanism of injury coded as 1.01 – Transport injury event 

Codeset 1 Land transport traffic injury event 

2 Land transport non-traffic injury event 

3 Unspecified traffic/non-traffic land transport injury event 

5 Water transport crash or collision 

6 Air or space transport crash or collision 

7 Train or railway transport crash or collision 

8 Other specified type of transport injury event 

9 Unspecified type of transport injury event 

888 Still enquiring 

999 Unlikely to be known 

Guide for use  Mandatory when Mechanism of injury (level 2) coded as 1.01 – Transport injury event. 
Coded in combination with Mode of transport, Counterpart and User 

If a vehicle is the site of the event but it is not in use for transport at the time, or the 
action of transport has no influence on incident – a transport device has not caused 
or contributed to the death. Mechanism of injury must be coded as appropriate for 
injury such as fall, crushing, threat to breathing and as result, the Context field is not 
displayed 

If a transport device did cause or contribute to the death then, select the code that 
best describes the circumstances in which the injury leading to death occurred 

Transport injury events may involve vehicles that operate on land, water, or in the air, 
and the vehicles may be involved in the occurrence of injuries in several ways 

Land vehicles may be involved in traffic injury events, which take place on public 
highways, streets or roads, or in non-traffic injury events while engaged in transport 
on non-public routes 
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 Wording of injury events 

 Be aware that descriptions of land transport injury events do not always use the word 
traffic to describe an event that took place on a public highway, street or road, and 
they seldom use the term non-traffic to describe an event that occurred on non-
public routes 

Coders should be prepared to use other NCIS data fields or information such as 
location, address details or even a map to determine the appropriate context code 

If there is no information on where a land transport injury occurred, code 3 – 
Unspecified traffic/non-traffic land transport injury event 

 Injury events involving passengers 

 Passenger in a train or streetcar involved in derailment, collision or crash where 
vehicle not operating on a public highway, street or road, should be coded to 2 – 
Land transport non-traffic injury event. Passengers in a watercraft or aircraft event 
should be coded to the appropriate code 

 Other specified context 

 If 8 – Other specified type of transport injury event is selected the free text field must 
be completed to further specify the exact context for the incident 

 Context examples – inclusions and exclusions 

 The following is not an absolute listing of inclusions and exclusions for the context 
codeset but, are detailed to give some guidance regarding common examples for 
each code 

 1 Land transport traffic injury event 

 

 Occurs on public highway, street or road – includes car park 
• trams/streetcars accidents that occur when vehicle intersects a public road, 

street, freeway, highway, motorway etc. 
 2 Land transport non-traffic injury event 

 

 Occurs entirely in any place other than designated public road, street, highways etc. 
• tram/streetcar/bus accidents that take place when vehicle is travelling or 

stationary in an area designated for the sole purpose of transport via this means 
• public roads designated as racetracks. Traffic free zones for a nominated period 

of time 
• bike paths 
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 5 Water transport crash or collision 

 

 Occurs on water or during the use of water transport, such as a motor boat or jet ski   

 6 Air or space transport crash or collision 

 

 Occurs in the air and/or on the ground, specifically during impact with ground 
during the use of air transport, such as a plane or glider 

 7 Train or railway transport crash or collision 

 

 Occurs upon a railway or train line, regardless of whether the train was within an area 
designated for the sole purpose of the railway vehicle or train 

Validation rule • 888 – Still enquiring is not valid for closed cases 
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CORONER CLOSED  
Definition Date the case was closed by the coroner 

Status Mandatory 

Layout dd/mm/ccyy 

Guide for use Enter date the case investigation was completed and closed by the coroner 

Most commonly the date, the coronial finding or decision is signed and released 

It is unusual that a case is signed off and closed on the NCIS or LCMS, on same date 
that the coroner actually closed the case – therefore the coroners closed date is 
unlikely to be the date on which the coder is entering the final coding and signing 
off the case 

In combination with the Notification of death and Case closed data fields, each 
jurisdiction and NCIS can analysis workload and performance with the production of 
statistics such as: 

• time between notification of case and case closure by coroner 
• time between notification of case and case closure in LCMS or NCIS 
• time between case closure by coroner and case closure in LCMS or NCIS 

Validation rule • Coroners closed date must be: 
o must be after or equal to the Notification of death 

o must be before or equal to Case closed on LCMS or NCIS 
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CORONER’S RECOMMENDATION/WARNING 
Definition Indicator as to the inclusion of one or more recommendations/warnings made by a 

coroner on a particular case 

Status Conditional 

Reported when Required when the case is closed and Finding done = Yes 

Codeset 1 Recommendations made/warnings made 

2 Recommendations not made/warnings not made 

Guide for use If coding indicates that a Finding was completed, coders are unable to close a case 
without first completing Recommendation/warning 1  

This data item is located in Procedure type – Finding screen 

This is a key data field for searchers conducted by many users, including coronial 
staff. If coded correctly this data field can limit an NCIS search to only those cases 
where a recommendation and/or warning was documented by the coroner in the 
finding 
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COUNTERPART 
Definition The other vehicle, person, animal or object (if any) with which the deceased, or 

vehicle in which the deceased was travelling, collided 

Status Conditional 

Reported when Mechanism of injury coded as 1.01 – Transport injury event 

Codeset 1 Pedestrian 

1.1 Person on foot 

1.2 Person using a pedestrian conveyance 

1.3 Swimmer 

1.4 Occupant out of vehicle 

  

2 Pedal cycle 

  

3 Other non-motorised transport device  

3.1 Animal-drawn vehicle 

3.2 Animal being ridden 

3.3 Trailer, caravan, horse float 

3.98 Other specified non-motorised transport device 

3.99 Unspecified non-motorised transport device 

  

4 Two-wheeled motor vehicle 

4.1 Motorised bicycle 

4.2 Motorcycle 

4.3 Mobility scooter, gopher 

4.4 Moped, scooter, Vespa™ 

4.98 Other specified two-wheeled motor vehicle 

4.99 Unspecified two-wheeled motor vehicle 
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5 Three-wheeled motor vehicle 

  

6 Light transport vehicle with four or more wheels 

6.1 Motor car, station wagon, minivan 

6.2 Minibus, passenger van 

6.3 Pick-up truck, utility, goods or work van, ambulance, motor home 

6.4 Light transport vehicle with four or more wheels used in sport and leisure 
activities 

6.5 Military land vehicle 

6.6 Golf buggy 

6.20 Component of land vehicle 

6.98 Other specified light transport vehicle with four or more wheels 

6.99 Unspecified light transport vehicle with four or more wheels 

  

7 Heavy transport vehicle 

7.1 Bus or coach 

7.2 Truck 

7.98 Other specified heavy transport vehicle 

7.99 Unspecified heavy transport vehicle  

  

8 Rail vehicle 

8.1 Railway train 

8.2 Streetcar, tram 

8.3 Funicular, monorail 

8.4 Railway maintenance vehicle 

8.98 Other specified rail vehicle 

8.99 Unspecified rail vehicle  
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9 Special industrial, agricultural or construction vehicle 

9.1 Special vehicle used in industry 

9.2 Special vehicle used in agriculture 

9.3 Special vehicle used in construction 

  

10 Special all-terrain or off-road vehicle 

10.1 Snowmobile 

10.2 Hovercraft operating on land or swamp 

10.3 Four wheel drive vehicle, 4x4 

10.4 Quad bike, ATV 

10.5 Recreational buggy 

10.98 Other specified all-terrain or off-road vehicle 

10.99 Unspecified all-terrain or off-road vehicle 

  

11 Watercraft 

11.1 Merchant ship 

11.2 Passenger ship 

11.3 Fishing boat, trawler 

11.4 Other specified powered (motorised) watercraft 

11.5 Sailboat, unpowered yacht 

11.6 Powered watercraft 

11.7 Jet ski 

11.10 Barge, tug boat 

11.11 Military watercraft 

11.12 Water sports equipment 

11.13 Object towed behind watercraft 

11.20 Component of watercraft 
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11.98 Other specified unpowered watercraft 

11.99 Unspecified watercraft, powered or unpowered 

  

12 Aircraft 

12.1 Powered aircraft 

12.2 Unpowered aircraft 

12.4 Space craft 

12.5 Parachute used in descent from damaged aircraft 

12.6 Parachute used in descent from undamaged aircraft 

12.7 Military aircraft 

12.10 Kiteboard 

12.20 Component of aircraft 

12.98 Other specified aircraft 

12.99 Unspecified aircraft 

  

13 Fixed or stationary object 

13.1 Vehicle parked at the side of a road or in a parking lot 

13.2 Small loose object 

13.3 Small or light fixed object 

13.4 Large or heavy fixed object 

13.5 Ground surface, embankment 

13.6 Water surface 

13.7 Traffic control device 

13.98 Other specified fixed or stationary object 

13.99 Unspecified fixed or stationary object 
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14 Animal 

14.1 Unattended animal 

14.2 Animal being herded 

14.98 Other specified animal 

14.99 Unspecified animal 

  

15 No counterpart 

15.1 Sudden movement of vehicle, resulted in injury 

15.2 Rollover of vehicle without collision 

15.9 No counterpart 

  

16 Moving or unsecured object 

16.1 Unsecured load on moving vehicle 

16.2 Unsecured load on stationary vehicle 

16.3 Avalanche, land slide, flood 

16.4 Falling/fallen debris, rocks 

16.5 Falling/fallen tree, branch 

16.98 Other specified moving or unsecured object 

16.99 Unspecified moving or unsecured object 

  

17 Weapon 

17.1 Airborne weapon 

17.2 Land weapon 

17.3 Aquatic weapon 

17.98 Other specified weapon 

17.99 Unspecified weapon 
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98 Other specified counterpart 

99 Unspecified counterpart 

888 Still enquiring 

999 Unlikely to be known 

Guide for use Mandatory when Mechanism of injury (level 2) coded as 1.01 – Transport injury 
event. Coded in combination with Mode of transport, Context and User 

If a vehicle is the site of event but is not being used as transportation at the time (for 
example, child playing in a parked car), or the action of transport had no influence 
on incident – a transport device has not caused or contributed to the death. 
Mechanism of injury must be coded as appropriate for injury for example, falling, 
crushing, threat to breathing and as result, the Counterpart field is not displayed 

If a transport device did cause or contribute to the death then, select the code that 
best describes the circumstances in which the injury leading to death occurred 

 What is a counterpart? 

 Many transport injury events involve collisions between the deceased person, or 
vehicle in which deceased person was travelling, with other vehicles, person, animal 
or object. These are referred to as counterparts. In some events there is no 
counterpart involved, for example, driver loses control of car, rolling into ditch 

 Counterpart format 

 The Counterpart codeset involves two levels of coding for the majority of categories, 
with the second level providing a detailed description of the actual object 

 When to code a counterpart 

 Mandatory for all transport injury events. The Counterpart data field informs users of 
secondary factors involved in the event and death 

A counterpart may be more easily described as the entity that stopped the deceased 
from travelling any further and/or had the most to do with producing the injuries 
sustained by the deceased, for example, the tree the car finally collided with after the 
driver hit a kerb and lost control 

Record the counterpart even if collision occurred after, and perhaps because of, 
another event such as loss of control due to: 

• Burst tyre 
• Driver inattention 
• Excessive speed 
• Vehicle being hit by an object thrown at or dropped onto it 
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 Where thrown or dropped object caused no injury, code the subsequent event 
which resulted in the death rather than the object which initiated the event 
(dropped object): driver lost control of vehicle following rock thrown off a 
bridge: 

• collided with streetlight – code Counterpart as streetlight (collision 
that cause the injuries) 

• resulting in rollover of vehicle – code Counterpart as the rollover 

 Counterpart unknown 

 99 – Unspecified counterpart should be used when vehicle or object that the 
deceased’s vehicle collided with, is not documented in the file 

 Compared to mode of transport 

 The first 49 codes of Counterpart codeset are identical to those of the Mode of 
transport. Additional codes are included for objects which are can only be coded as 
counterparts 

 Counterpart examples – inclusions and exclusions 

 The following is not an absolute list of inclusions and exclusions for the Counterpart 
codeset but are detailed to give some guidance regarding examples for each code 

If 98 – Other specified counterpart is selected, code free text field to specify the exact 
counterpart  

 1 Pedestrian 
 

 1.1 Person on foot 
  Person not in a vehicle at the time of the incident: 

• person on foot 
• bystander to the operations of the vehicle at the time of the collision 
• person at the side of the road changing a tyre 

 1.2 Person using a pedestrian conveyance 

  Person not in a vehicle but utilising a conveyance such as: 
• motorised or hand-powered wheelchair 
• person riding in, pushing or pulling a pram, wheelchair or other 

pedestrian conveyance 
Excludes: 
• 4.3 – Mobility scooter, gopher 
• 4.1 – Motorised bicycle  
• 2 – Pedal cycle 
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 1.3 Swimmer 

  • person in water who is hit by a watercraft 

 1.4 Occupant out of vehicle 

  • driver or passenger who falls out of or off transport device or vehicle (for 
example, tractor) 

• driver or passenger who exits vehicle to open gate 
• driver or passenger who is run over by the vehicle in which they were 

traveling just prior to the incident (for example, jumps from a moving 
vehicle) 

 2 Pedal cycle 
 

  • unpowered bicycle or tricycle, push bike 
• cycle rickshaw 
Excludes: 
• 4.3 – Mobility scooter, gopher 
• 4.4 – Moped, scooter, Vespa™  
• 4.1 – Motorised bicycle 

 3 Other non-motorised transport device 
 

 3.1 Animal-drawn vehicle 

  • horse buggy or cart 

 3.3 Trailer, caravan, horse float 

  • object or transport device which is towed behind a motor vehicle, as it is 
unable to manoeuvre without propulsion from another source for 
example, a sedan, a 4WD 

 4 Two-wheeled motor vehicle 
 

 4.1 Motorised bicycle 

  • bicycle powered by a motor, used with or without pedal assistance from 
the rider 

Excludes: 
• 4.3 – Mobility scooter, gopher 
• 4.4 – Moped, scooter, Vespa™  
• 2 – Pedal cycle 
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 4.3 Mobility scooter, gopher 

  • footpath scooter, buggy 
• mobility aid, similar to wheelchair but designed like a motor scooter or 

motorised bicycle 
Excludes: 
• 4.4 – Moped, scooter, Vespa™  
• 4.1 – Motorised bicycle  
• 2 – Pedal cycle 

 4.4 Moped, scooter, Vespa™ 

  • scooter model of motorised bicycle 
• two-wheeled scooter powered by motor with no pedal assistance from 

the rider 
Excludes: 
• 4.3 – Mobility scooter, gopher 
• 4.1 – Motorised bicycle  
• 2 – Pedal cycle 

 5 Three-wheeled motor vehicle 
 

  • motorised tricycle, motorised rickshaw 
• three-wheeled motor car 
• spider bike, spider motorcycle 
Excludes: 
• three wheeled ATV (10.4 – Quad bike, ATV) 

 6 Light transport vehicle with four or more wheels 
 

 6.1 Motor car, station wagon, minivan 

  • vehicle with seating and safety (seatbelts) for up to 10 occupants 
Excludes: 
• Ute, pick-up, van (6.3 – Pick-up truck, utility, goods or work van, 

ambulance, motor home) 

 6.3 Pick-up truck, utility, goods or work van, ambulance, motor home 

  • ute 
• vehicles of similar size and structure – goods van, ambulance 
Excludes: 
• 10.3 – Four wheel drive vehicle, 4x4 
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 6.4 Light transport vehicle with four or more wheels use in sport and leisure 
activities 

  • go kart 
• racing cart 
Excludes: 
• 6.6 – Golf buggy  
• 10.4 – Quad bike, ATV 
• 10.5 – Recreational buggy 

 6.5 Military land vehicle 

  • armoured vehicles, tank 
• personnel carrier 
Excludes: 
• 12.7 – Military aircraft 
• 11.11 – Military watercraft 
• non-military vehicle  
• privately owned military type vehicles  

 6.6 Golf Buggy 

  • vehicle used to transport golfer's bag, clubs and players around golf 
course or facilities 

Excludes: 
• 10.3 – Four wheel drive vehicle, 4x4 
• go cart (6.4 – Light transport vehicle with four or more wheels used in 

sport and leisure activities) 
• 10.4 – Quad bike, ATV 
• 10.5 – Recreational buggy 

 6.20 Component of land vehicle 

  Components and parts of land vehicles independent of the vehicle as a 
whole entity 
• Door 
• Seatbelt 

 7 Heavy transport vehicle 
 

 7.2 Truck 

  • fire truck 
• semi-trailer 
• tow truck 

 

 

It is not necessary to further define the type of truck in the counterpart 
data field 
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 8 Rail vehicle 
 

 8.4 Railway maintenance vehicle 

  Equipment used to construct or maintain railway tracks or lines 
• track construction equipment 
• tampers 

 9 Special industrial, agricultural or construction vehicle 

 It is not necessary to further define the type of vehicle in the counterpart 
data field 

 

 9.1 Special vehicle used in industry 

  • battery powered airport passenger vehicle 
• cherry picker 
• coal car in mine 
• forklift 
• garbage truck 
Excludes: 
• 6.6 – Golf buggy 

 9.2 Special vehicle used in agriculture 

  • combine harvester, harvester 
• tractor 
• self-propelled farm machinery  

 9.3 Special vehicle used in construction 

  • bulldozer 
• digger 
• dump truck 
• mechanical shovel 

 10 Special all-terrain or off-road vehicle 
 

 10.3 Four wheel drive vehicle, 4x4 

  • four wheel drive (excludes passenger cars with 4 wheel drive 
functionality, but not designed for off road use) 

Excludes: 
• go cart (6.4 – Light transport vehicle with four or more wheels used in 

sport and leisure activities) 
• 6.6 – Golf buggy 
• 10.4 – Quad bike, ATV 
• 10.5 – Recreational buggy 
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 10.4 Quad bike, ATV 

  • 3 or 4 wheeled all-terrain vehicle 
Excludes: 
• 10.3 – Four wheel drive vehicle, 4x4 
• go cart (6.4 – Light transport vehicle with four or more wheels used in 

sport and leisure activities) 
• 6.6 – Golf buggy 
• 10.5 – Recreational buggy 

 10.5 Recreational vehicle 

  Light vehicles, often with no body shell, operated via steering wheel and 
having car type seats  
• dune buggy 
• side-by-side vehicles (SSV) 
• ultra-light vehicle 
• utility terrain vehicle (UTV) 
Excludes: 
• 10.3 – Four wheel drive vehicle, 4x4 
• go cart (6.4 – Light transport vehicle with four or more wheels used in 

sport and leisure activities) 
• 6.6 – Golf buggy 
• 10.4 – Quad bike, ATV 

 11 Watercraft 
 

 11.1 Merchant ship 

  • cargo ship, freighter, oil tanker 
Excludes: 
• 11.11 – Military watercraft 

 11.2 Passenger ship 

  Any water transport used to transport or move large numbers of people at 
one time 
• ferry 
• cruise ship, ocean liner 
Excludes: 
• 11.11 – Military watercraft 

 11.4 Other specified powered (motorised) watercraft 

  • houseboat 
• non-military submarine 
Excludes: 
• 11.11 – Military watercraft 



National Coronial Information System 

Coding manual – Version 5 – 2020 | 57 

 11.6 Powered watercraft 

  • dinghy, runabout, tinnie (powered) 
• jet boat, power boat, motorboat 
• motorised yacht, personal powered watercraft 
Excludes: 
• 11.7 – Jet ski  
• 11.11 – Military watercraft 
• 11.13 – Object towed behind watercraft 

 11.11 Military watercraft 

  • aircraft carriers, cruisers, destroyers 
• amphibious vehicles 
• submarine 
Excludes:  
• non-military watercraft (11.x) 

 11.12 Water sports equipment 

  Sports equipment utilised on the water surface and powered by the rider, 
water or wind 
• Kayak, canoe 
• paddle ski, paddle board 
• surfboard 
• wave board 
Excludes: 
• 11.7 – Jet ski 
• 12.10 – Kiteboard 
• sea biscuit, water tube (11.13 – Object towed behind watercraft) 
• sports equipment towed behind watercraft (11.13 – Object towed behind 

watercraft) 

 11.13 Object towed behind watercraft 

  Sports equipment utilised on water surface and powered by being towed 
behind watercraft 
• inflatable water device 
• sea biscuit, skim board 
• water tube 
Excludes: 
• sports equipment powered by rider, water or wind (11.12 – Water sports 

equipment) 
• 12.10 – Kiteboard  
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 11.8 Other specified unpowered watercraft 

  • dingy, rowboat, raft – unpowered 
Excludes: 
• kayak, canoe, paddle ski (11.12 – Water sports equipment) 
• 12.10 – Kiteboard  
• sea biscuit, water tube (11.13 – Object towed behind watercraft) 
• sports equipment towed behind watercraft (11.13 – Object towed 

behind watercraft) 
• surfboard (11.12 – Water sports equipment) 

 12 Aircraft 
 

 12.1 Powered aircraft 

  • airplane 
• helicopter 
• powered glider 
• ultralight plane, microlight plane 
• blimp 
Excludes: 
• balloon (12.2 – Unpowered aircraft) 
• glider, hang-glider – unpowered (12.2 – Unpowered aircraft) 
• 12.4 – Spacecraft 

 12.2 Unpowered aircraft 

  • balloon 
• glider 
• hang-glider 
Excludes: 
• powered glider, hang-glider (12.1 – Powered aircraft) 

 12.5 Parachute used in descent from damaged aircraft 

  • parachute used to jump from a damaged plane 
Excludes: 
• sky diving (12.6 – Parachute used in descent from undamaged 

aircraft) 

 12.6 Parachute used in descent from undamaged aircraft 

  • parachute used on voluntary jump 
• sky diving 
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 13 Fixed or stationary object 
 

 13.1 Vehicle parked at the side of road or in a parking lot 

  • any vehicle or object that is permanently fixed or not moving at the 
time of the incident 

 13.2 Small loose object 

  • fallen stone or rock 
• tree branch 

 13.3 Small or light fixed object 

  • small pole 
• small tree 
Excludes: 
• traffic sign (13.7 – Traffic control device) 

 13.4 Large or heavy fixed object 

  • bridge or overpass abutment 
• building 
• fence 
• large or unspecified tree 
• power pole 
• stobie pole 
• telegraph pole 
• utility pole 
Excludes: 
• 16.3 – Avalanche, land slide, flood 
• guard rail or boundary fence (13.7 – Traffic control device) 
• safety island (13.7 – Traffic control device) 

 13.5 Ground surface, embankment 

  • floor 
• impact with natural or man-made surface, usually from a height 
• solid ground 
• soil barrier along the side of road 
• beach or shore of a lake, ocean etc. 
Excludes: 
• 13.6 – Water surface 

 13.6 Water surface 

  • lake 
• ocean 
• pool 
• river 
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 13.7 Traffic control device 

  Traffic control devices used to control and guide the flow of traffic and 
pedestrians 
• guard rail or boundary fence 
• road markers 
• signal devices 
• signs 
• traffic lights 

 14 Animal 
 

 14.2 Animal being herded 

  • animal under the control or supervision of a farmer, shepherd, 
jackaroo, jillaroo etc. 

Excludes: 
• free, roaming animal (14.1 – Unattended animal) 

 15 No counterpart 
 

 15.1 Sudden movement of vehicle, resulted in injury 

  Any event where no other object, vehicle or apparatus has influenced 
the incident: 
• sudden braking 
• sudden swerving 
• taking a corner too quickly 

 15.2 Rollover of vehicle without collision 

  • rollover or overturn of a vehicle not resulting from a collision with 
another object 

 16 Moving or unsecured object 
 

 16.1 Unsecured load on moving vehicle 

  • freight or cargo which falls from a vehicle is moving 

 16.2 Unsecured load on stationary vehicle 

  • freight or cargo which falls from a vehicle which is not moving  
Excludes: 
• when vehicle is stopped in traffic conditions such as traffic lights 

(16.1 – Unsecured load on moving vehicle) 
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 16.3 Avalanche, land slide, flood 

  • mass ground movement, such as avalanche of snow or ice, mud 
flows and flood water  

Excludes: 
• permanent ground, water surface (13.5 – Ground surface, 

embankment, 13.6 – Water surface) 

 16.4 Falling/fallen debris, rocks 

  • movement of debris or rocks into path of vehicle or person 
Excludes: 
• 16.3 – Avalanche, land slide, flood 
• 16.5 – Falling/fallen tree, branch 
• permanent ground, water surface (13.5 – Ground surface, 

embankment, 13.6 – Water surface) 

 16.5 Falling/fallen tree, branch 

  • part or whole of tree or bush that has fallen into path of vehicle or 
person 

Excludes: 
• 16.4 – Falling/fallen debris, rocks 

 17 Weapon 
 

 17.1 Airborne weapon 

  Weapon detonated in the air: 
• missiles 
Excludes: 
• land mine or other land based weapon (17.2 – Land weapon) 
• mines or other aquatic weapon (17.3 – Aquatic weapon) 

 17.2 Land weapon 

  Weapons concealed, discharged or detonated on land: 
• land mine 
Excludes: 
• missile or other airborne weapon (17.1 – Airborne weapon) 
• mines or other aquatic weapon (17.3 – Aquatic weapon) 

 17.3 Aquatic weapon 

  Weapons discharged or detonated within or under water: 
• mines 
Excludes: 
• land mine or other land based weapon (17.2 – Land weapon) 
• mines or other aquatic weapon (17.3 – Aquatic weapon) 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mudflow
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mudflow
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 98 Other specified counterpart 
 

  Any specific vehicle, object or apparatus not previously described: 
• Ski chair-lift 
• cable car 
 

 This of code will result in a free text field being revealed for further 
clarification 

Validation rule • 888 – Still enquiring is not valid for closed cases. If the Counterpart is still 
unknown at the time of case closure, ensure it is coded as 999 – Unlikely to be 
known 
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COUNTRY OF BIRTH 
Definition Country in which the deceased was born 

Status Mandatory 

Codeset Refer to NCIS Data dictionary for valid codeset 

Guide for use A country, even if comprised of other discrete entities such as states, is treated as a 
single unit 

• If the county of birth is unknown, use: 
 9888 Still enquiring 

 9999 Unlikely to be known 

Validation rules • 888 – Still enquiring is not valid for closed cases. If Country of birth is still 
unknown at the time of case closure, ensure it is coded as 9999 – Unlikely to be 
known 
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DATE CASE CLOSED 
Definition The date the case was closed in the LCMS and/or NCIS 

Layout dd/mm/ccyy 

Status Mandatory 

Guide for use The date is automatically generated when the Sign off field is activated 

This date should be later than the combination date/time entered for the coroner 
closed, as the sign off field is the last data item entered by coders closing of a case in 
the NCIS or LCMS. In addition, it is uncommon for a case to be closed by a coder on 
the same date it was closed by the coroner, allowing for time to complete paperwork 
and move the file etc. 

Validation rules • Date case closed must be: 
o later than Notification of death, Body found, Death, Incident and Last seen 

alive 

o later than Coroner closed date 

 • Exception to the above rule should be discussed with the NCIS Unit 
 

  

mailto:ncis@ncis.org.au
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DATE OF BIRTH 
Definition Date of birth of the deceased 

Layout dd/mm/ccyy 

Status Mandatory 

Guide for use If date of birth is unknown, but the age of the deceased can be estimated, enter as: 

 01/01/ccyy Where ccyy is the estimated year of birth 

 If an estimate cannot be made, enter date of birth as: 

 09/09/9999 Unlikely to be known 

Validation rules • Date of birth (excluding time from the comparison) must be: 
o earlier or equal to Notification of death 

o earlier or equal to the Body found date 

o earlier or equal to the date of Death 

o earlier or equal to the Incident date 

o earlier or equal to the Last seen alive date 

 • Exception to the above rule should be discussed with the NCIS Unit 

mailto:ncis@ncis.org.au
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DATE OF DEATH 
Definition Date that death occurred 

Layout dd/mm/ccyy 

Status Mandatory 

Guide for use If the exact date of death cannot be determined a date range may be used to specify 
the dates between which the death most likely occurred 

For example, information available states that death occurred October 2019; date 
range would be (start date) 01/10/2019 and (end date) 31/10/2019, clearly indicating 
that death occurred in October 2019 but that the exact date cannot be pinpointed 

The range is usually supported by factors such as the time the deceased was last 
seen alive and the time the deceased body was found 

If the exact date of death is known the between date data fields must be left blank 

If the date is unknown (and a date range cannot be determined), use: 

 08/08/8888 Still enquiring 

 09/09/9999 Unlikely to be known 

Validation rules • 08/08/8888 – Still enquiring is not valid for closed cases. If the death date or date 
range is unknown at the time of closure, ensure it is coded as 09/09/9999 – 
Unlikely to be known 

 • Date of death must be:  
o earlier or equal to the Notification of death and Body found  

o later or equal to the Date of birth, Incident and Last seen alive  

 • Exception to the above rule should be discussed with the NCIS Unit 

mailto:ncis@ncis.org.au
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DEATH TIME(S) 
Definition Time the death occurred 

Layout hh:mm 

Status Mandatory 

Guide for use Must be recorded in 24-hour time format 

If the exact time of death cannot be determined a time range may be used to specify 
the times between which death most likely occurred 

For example, if the only information available is that death occurred on 5 October 
2019, the time range would be (start time) 00:01 and (end time) 23:59, clearly 
indicating that death occurred on 5 October 2019, but the exact time cannot be 
pinpointed 

The range is usually supported by factors such as the time the deceased was last 
seen alive and the time the deceased body was found 

If the time is unknown (and a time range cannot be determined), use: 

 00:00 Unknown 



National Coronial Information System 

Coding manual – Version 5 – 2020 | 68 

EMPLOYMENT STATUS 
Definition Employment status of the deceased at the time of death 

Status Mandatory 

Codeset 1 Child not at school 

2 Student 

3 Employed 

4 Unemployed 

5 Home duties 

6 Retired / pensioner 

7 Other (specify) 

8 Prisoner 

9 Still enquiring 

10 Unlikely to be known 

Guide for use Code based on the employment status of the deceased. If the deceased receives 
benefit payments from government, public or private sources, the source can be 
referenced in the Usual occupation data field 

4 Unemployed 

 

 If receiving benefits detail ‘unemployment benefits’ in Usual occupation text  
Includes: 
• Work for the dole scheme – enter relevant details in the usual occupation text 

field 
6 Retired / pensioner 

 

 • If receiving any benefits from government detail the type of benefit in Usual 
occupation text 

7 Other (specify) 

 

 • Should be used to identify the employment status of the deceased only if it is 
known but is not appropriately described in any of the previous categories 

 

Validation rule • 9 – Still enquiring is not valid for closed cases. If Employment status is still 
unknown at time of case closure, ensure it is coded as 10 – Unlikely to be known 
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ETHNICITY 
Definition The ethnic group or groups that people identify with, or feel they belong to 

Layout NNNNN 

Status Mandatory 

Report for New Zealand cases 

Guide for use Applicable only for cases reported to a New Zealand coroner 

In New Zealand, it is the responsibility of with the funeral director and registry 
counter staff; to collect this information directly from the next of kin 

If Ethnicity is unknown, use 

95555 Refused to answer 

97777 Unidentifiable 

98888 Not applicable 

99999 Not specified 

95555 Refused to answer 
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EVENT DATE 
Definition Date the multiple fatality event (MFE) occurred 

Layout dd/mm/ccyy 

Status Mandatory for MFE allocation 

Report for Single events which resulted in multiple fatalities 

Guide for use Enter the date of the event which resulted in the multiple deaths, not the date of the 
individual deaths (which may occur after the initial event) 
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EVENT DESCRIPTION 
Definition Detailed description of the category of incident involved in a multiple fatality event 

Status Mandatory for MFE allocation 

Report for Single events which resulted in multiple fatalities 

Codeset If event type is coded as 1 – Vehicle incident: 
01 Land vehicle – single vehicle 

02 Land vehicle – multiple vehicles 

03 Aircraft 

04 Watercraft 

09 Other 

If event type is coded as 2 – External (non-intentional) incident: 
01 Fire 

02 Drowning 

03 Crushing 

04 Chemical / substance toxicity 

05 Exposure 

06 Workplace incident 

07 Explosion 

09 Other 

If event type is coded as 3 – Intentional acts: 
01 Homicide victims but not perpetrator 

02 Homicide / suicide 

03 Homicide / legal intervention 

04 Suicide pact / multiple suicides 

05 Terrorism 

09 Other 

If event type is coded as 4 – Natural disaster: 
01 Tsunami 
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02 Flood/storm 

03 Bushfire 

04 Earthquake 

09 Other 

If event type is coded as 9 – Other: 
09 Other 

Guide for use Displayed codes are dependent on the previous selection of event type 

1.01 – Land vehicle – single vehicle 
Vehicle incident which only involves one vehicle and, if appropriate, a counterpart 
(which is not a land vehicle), for example, collisions with trees, guard railings, 
pedestrians, walls etc. 

1.02 – Land vehicle – multiple vehicles 
Vehicle incident involving at least two vehicles and, if appropriate, a counterpart (not 
a land vehicle). Note: land vehicle refers to any vehicle operated on land or ground 
surfaces 

 1.03 – Aircraft 
A machine or structure which was designed for and has the capacity to travel 
through the air. Includes: airplanes, helicopters, gyrocopters, balloons, gliders etc. 

 1.04 – Watercraft 
Any vehicle which was designed for and is used for water transportation 

 2.05 – Exposure 
Death resulting from extending exposure to natural or artificial elements. Includes: 
hyperthermia, hypothermia, dehydration 

 2.06 – Workplace incident 
Deaths resulting from a workplace incident or exposure. This should be used to 
describe all events which can be attributed to the operations of a workplace, 
regardless of the cause of death or mechanism of injury 

 3.01 – Homicide victims but not perpetrator 
Multiple deaths which resulted from the actions of the same person(s) however, the 
perpetrator(s) is not included as one of the fatalities 

 3.02 – Homicide / suicide 
Multiple deaths which resulted from the actions of the same person(s) will include 
the perpetrator who has intentionally taken their own life 
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 3.03 – Homicide / legal intervention 
Multiple deaths which resulted from the actions of the same person(s), will include 
the perpetrator as one of the fatalities however the death of the perpetrator was the 
contributed to by the actions of law enforcement officers. This includes police 
pursuits, hostage negotiations, domestic disputes etc. 

 3.04 – Suicide pact / multiple suicides 
Multiple deaths which resulted from the intentional action of the deceased persons, 
either as a pact or agreement or as a matter of circumstance to end their lives 

 9.09 – Other 
Multiple deaths which resulted from factors not identified in available codeset 
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EVENT DETAILS 
Definition Free text description of the particulars and circumstances of the specific multiple 

fatality event (MFE) 

Status Advisable for MFE allocation 

Report for Single events which resulted in multiple fatalities 

Guide for use A free text field with 500 character spaces available 

Provide as much detail as possible without any facts which can individually identify 
the persons involved 

The description should be meaningful and useful for the future identification of the 
key factors and elements of the event 

 The MFE is about the event which result in the multiple deaths not each 
individual death 

 The content of the event details is at the discretion of the coder creating the MFE, 
although suggestions for inclusion include: 
• A brief summary of the circumstances 
• Details regarding safety equipment for example, if the seatbelt was worn, if the 

airbag deployed or if PPE was utilised 
• Type and model of aircraft 
• Weather conditions 
Influence of external factors such as alcohol and drugs 
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EVENT NUMBER 
Definition A unique number that identifies a specific multiple fatality event 

Status Mandatory for MFE allocation 

Report for Single events which resulted in multiple fatalities 

Guide for use Automatically generated by the system based on previous MFE creation 

Each jurisdiction runs a separate allocation system; individual jurisdictions can be 
identified within the MFE number 

The event number within each jurisdiction will reset to 00001 at commencement of 
each calendar year 
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EVENT TITLE 
Definition A title which can be used to identify the specific multiple fatality event 

Status Mandatory for MFE allocation 

Report for Single events which resulted in multiple fatalities 

Guide for use A free text field with 50 character spaces available 

The allocated name should be succinct, meaningful and useful for the future 
identification of the event and applicable cases 

The content of the title is at the discretion of the coder creating the MFE, although 
suggestions for inclusion include: 

• Location (suburb) of event 
• Name of watercraft (for example, “Sailing Lady” boating incident) 
• Indication of land vehicles involved (for example, car v motorcycle) 
• Type of incident (for example, 2019 White Island volcano eruption) 
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EVENT TYPE 
Definition An identifier for the broad category of event involved in a multiple fatality event 

Status Mandatory for MFE allocation 

Report for Single events which resulted in multiple fatalities 

Codeset 1 Vehicle incident 

2 External (non-intentional) incident 

3 Intentional acts 

4 Natural disaster 

9 Other 

Guide for use Select the category which best suits the event (will impact on subsequent data fields 
that can be selected) 

2 – External (non-intentional) incident should be selected for all unintentional acts 
which do not involve a vehicle incident or natural disaster 
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EVENT YEAR 
Definition The year in which the multiple fatality event occurred 

Layout CCYY 

Status Mandatory for MFE allocation 

Report for Single events which resulted in multiple fatalities 

Guide for use Automatically generated when the event date is entered for the MFE 

If outside the specifications of the NCIS (prior to 2000) then enter the year that the 
case was notified to the coroner 

If both the event year and notification year are outside the specifications of the NCIS, 
contact the NCIS to determine if the case should be retained in the system 
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GIVEN NAMES 1 AND 2 
Definition Personal or given name(s) of the deceased 

Layout Free text 

Status Given name 1 – mandatory 
Given name 2 – optional, where the second personal name is available 

Guide for use If given name is unknown, use 

 8 Still enquiring 

 9 Unlikely to be known 

 As these fields are free text, it is only necessary to type the number rather than the 
entire statement 

For example, if the given name is unknown enter ‘9’ in Given name 1 data field and 
then leave Given name 2 blank 

 Unidentified skeletal remains 

 If skeletal remains have been investigated by the coroners court the given name 
should be entered 9. This will allow for the easy identification of such cases 

Validation rules • Given names 1 cannot be blank 

 • If the deceased does not have two given names or the second given name is 
unavailable for entry leave the Given names 2 data field blank 

 • 8 – Still enquiring is not valid for closed cases. If the given name is still unknown 
at the time of case closure, ensure it is coded as 9 – Unlikely to be known 
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INCIDENT ACTIVITY DETAILS 
Definition Type of activity being undertaken at the time the incident/injury resulting in death 

occurred or when death occurred (if a natural cause death) 

Status Mandatory 

Codeset 1 Paid work 

1.1 Travelling to/from paid work 

1.2 Travelling in the course of paid work 

1.3 Paid work 

1.99 Unspecified paid work 

  

2 Unpaid work (outside the home) 

2.1 Travelling to/from unpaid work 

2.2 Travelling in the course of unpaid work 

2.3 Unpaid work 

2.4 Fire fighting 

2.5 Emergency service activities 

2.99 Unspecified unpaid work 

  

3 Education 

3.1 Physical education class, school sports 

3.2 Education activities 

3.3 Informal activity during lunch or other daily break times 

  

4 Sports and exercise during leisure time 

4.1 Organised sports and exercise during leisure time 

4.2 Informal sports and exercise during leisure time 

4.99 Unspecified sports and exercise during leisure time 
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5 Leisure or play 

5.1 Hobby activities 

5.2 Leisure time activities with an entertainment element, such as going to the 
cinema, to a dance/party 

5.3 General play / leisure activities 

5.4 Dangerous child play activity 

5.98 Other specified leisure or play activity 

5.99 Unspecified leisure or play activity 

  

6 Vital personal activity 

6.1 Resting, sleeping 

6.2 Eating, drinking 

6.3 Washing, showering, bathing etc. 

6.4 Toiletry activities 

6.5 Daily activities 

6.6 Walking, moving around 

6.7 Personal activities 

6.8 Sexual activities 

6.9 Birth process 

6.10 Feeling unwell, medical event, collapse 

6.11 Sleepwalking 

6.12 Personal business activity 

6.13 Receiving treatment or therapy 

6.98 Other specified personal activity 

6.99 Unspecified personal activity 
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7 Being taken care of 

7.1 Being taken care of by health care professional 

7.2 Being taken care of by non health care person 

7.99 Unspecified whether being taken care of by health care professional or non 
health care person 

  

8 Travelling not elsewhere classified 

8.1 General travel by vehicle 

8.2 General travel by foot 

8.3 Waiting for transport 

  

9 Domestic duties 

9.1 Cleaning, cooking, clothes, washing, etc. 

9.2 Gardening 

9.3 Household maintenance 

9.4 Caring for children, relatives 

9.5 Caring for animals/pets 

9.6 Shopping 

9.7 Vehicle maintenance 

9.8 Domestic fire fighting 

9.9 Moving furniture 

9.10 Fire preparedness 

9.11 Collecting, cutting firewood 

9.12 Disposal/scavenging rubbish, trash 

9.98 Other specified domestic duties 

9.99 Unspecified domestic duties 
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98 Other activity 

98.1 Self inflicted harm 

98.2 Drug taking activities 

98.3 Violent or aggressive activities 

98.4 Criminal activity 

98.5 Lying in path of vehicle 

98.6 Chroming, petrol or solvent sniffing 

98.7 Hunting 

98.8 Risk taking behaviour 

98.9 Tree felling 

98.10 Gambling activities 

98.11 Rescue activities 

98.12 Helping injured person 

98.13 Fleeing dangerous situation 

98.14 Victim of assault 

98.15 Assisting with event or incident 

98.98 Other specified activity excluding travel 

  

888 Still enquiring 

999 Unlikely to be known 

Guide for use Being able to distinguish between injuries sustained whilst working from those 
sustained while playing sport is a major advantage of the system.  

Select the code which best describes activity being undertaken by deceased when 
injured, based on available information. If more than one category is equally 
appropriate, select activity that comes first in the code list 

 Natural cause vs External cause cases 

 Incident activity details should be coded for every coronial case, there is no 
difference in the way natural and external cause deaths are treated for this data field 
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 Activity selection 

 The incident activity details codeset involves two levels of coding, with the second 
level providing a detailed description. Selection of the appropriate activity involves 
drilling down to specify not only the generic activity (Vital personal activity) but also 
the particular type of activity  (Eating, drinking). This provides quite specific and vital 
information on the exact type of activity being undertaken at incident 

several categories are separated into organised and informal activities by separate 
codes, allowing for factors such as enforcement of rules and training to be taken into 
account 

 Sport vs leisure 

 The activity being undertaken may be coded as either a sport or a leisure activity. 
When both a sport and leisure code applies, always assign the activity of sport, for 
example, if activity is coded as swimming in pool at a private residence, use code  
4.2 – Informal sports and exercise during leisure time 

Where there is overlap in applicable codes and the activity at time of the injury is not 
specified as either sport, leisure or working, always code as either a specified or 
unspecified activity 

 Incident activity detail examples – inclusions and exclusions 

 The following are not an absolute listing of inclusions and exclusions for the codeset 
but are listed to give some guidance regarding common examples for each code 

 1 Paid work 

 

 Activities undertaken where some formal or informal financial benefit is intended or 
received (salary, wages, payment-in-kind or work in family business, farm) 

• all employment / work arrangements (full-time, part-time, self-employed) 
• travel in course of work (truck driver, taxi driver, courier, teacher on school trip) 
• travel to and from work (commuting) 
• professional sporting activity (AFL or NRL footballer, etc.) 
Excludes:  
• volunteer work (2 – Unpaid work) 
• domestic work (9 – Domestic duties) 
If it is not clear whether the travel was in the course or work or for commuting, the 
activity is coded to either 1.3 – Paid work or 1.99 – Unspecified paid work 

 
Selection of 1 – Paid work results in additional data fields being displayed to 
allow for identification of occupation and industry involved. Refer occupation 
and industry codesets 
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 2 Unpaid work (outside the home) 

 

 Activities performed outside the home where no formal or informal financial benefit 
is intended or received (salary, wages, payment-in-kind, work in family business or 
on a farm or property) 

• unpaid work 
• travel in the course of work (meals on wheels delivery, etc.) 
• travel to and from work (commuting) 
• voluntary work 
• firefighting (where voluntary or non-paid) 
• emergency service activities (state emergency etc.) (where voluntary or non-paid) 
Excludes:  
• work (1 – Paid work) 
• domestic work (9 – Domestic duties) 

 
Selection of 2 – Unpaid work results in additional data fields being displayed 
to allow for identification of occupation and industry involved. Refer 
occupation and industry codesets 

 3 Education 

 

 Activities associated with education and schooling. Includes all levels of education, 
pre-school, primary, secondary, universities and TAFE etc. 

• PE class, school sports 
• education activities 
• traveling to or from school (with no deviation whilst traveling between locations) 
• informal activities during school hours, such as recess and lunch breaks 

 4 Sports and exercise during leisure time 

 

 Physical activities with a described functional purpose, for example, competition, 
practising for competition, improving physical health) performed during leisure time 

This category includes most forms of activity involving active physical exercise 
including:  

• golf 
• jogging 
• swimming 
• water-skiing 
Excludes: 
• dancing at a party (5 – Leisure or play) 
• professional sporting activity such as, AFL, rugby, dancer in stage show (1 – Paid 

work) 
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• dancing in school play (3 – Education) 
The selection of 4 – Sport and exercise during leisure time results in additional data 
fields being displayed to allow the identification of sport or exercise activity. Refer 
Sports/recreation codeset 
Category is split two categories based on the nature of the activity – organised and 
informal 

 4.1 Organised sports and exercise during leisure time 
Organised sports and active recreation activities are those generally 
undertaken under the auspices of a sports federation, club or similar 
organisation. The activity or event would usually be accompanied by a 
referee, trainer or coach. They include all variations of sporting or 
recreational activities and should be coded only when involvement in an 
organised activity is documented. They include activities such as 

• cricket match 
• football game 
• swimming competition 

 4.2 Informal sports and exercise during leisure time 
Informal sports and active recreation activities are those generally not 
undertaken under the auspices of a sports federation, club or similar 
organisation but recognised as a form of sport or active recreation. They 
include activities such as 

• backyard cricket 
• jogging alone or in a small group 
• swimming at a family function 
• bushwalking with friends 
• working out at home 
• kicking a football or soccer ball in the park 
• roller skating/blading or skateboarding in a street or park 

 Even if sport or activity is organised activity, if the event the deceased is 
participating in at the time of the incident is not an organised activity it must 
be coded as either an informal or unspecified sport or active recreation activity 

 

  

https://www.ncis.org.au/about-the-data/system-manuals/
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5 Leisure or play 

Activities undertaken mainly for pleasure, relaxation or leisure with some form of 
entertainment element. Includes activity that is 
• active – dancing at a party
• passive – watching television, lying on beach
• recreational competition without substantial physical component – chess, bridge
• undertaken alone – reading
• undertaken with other people – children playing hide and seek
• undertaken on commercial premises – amusement park
• undertaken on public premises – picnic at a public park
• formally organised – day trip to wineries
• informal – child just playing
• hobbies – stamp collection, model cars
• sightseeing – visiting the Sydney opera house, MCG tour
Excludes:
• sport activity (4 – Sport or exercise during leisure time)

5.2 Leisure time activities with an entertainment element, such as going to 
the cinema, to a dance/party 
• dancing at a party, club, at home
• watching a movie or flick at a cinema or home
• watching a sporting match, concert

5.3 General play / leisure activities 
• child’s play, unstructured play, children games, for example, hide and
      seek
• recreation or leisure activity, for example, lying on a beach, camping,
      visiting friends/family
• recreational competitive activity without substantial physical component,
      for example, chess, bridge competition
• walking the dog
• watching television, listening to music
Excludes:
• do it yourself maintenance (9 – Domestic duties)
• fishing, motorcycling, skate boarding (4 – Sport or exercise during leisure
      time)
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5.4 Dangerous child play activity 
Behaviour which although an inherent risk to life and safety, is not 
considered risky as a result of the age or comprehension of the child 

Use for dangerous or risky activities where the child is unable to understand 
or realise consequences of activity 
• playing with matches
• walking or crawling into dangerous locations

6 Vital personal activity

Activities undertaken for care and attention to one’s own needs, usually passive 
activities related to daily living and lifestyle that cannot be performed by another 
person 

Excludes: 
• being nursed or cared for by another person (7 – Being taken care of)
• activities which could be performed by someone in paid capacity (9 – Domestic

duties

6.1 Resting, sleeping 
• sitting down, resting in lounge or chair
• sleeping
Excludes:
• 98.5 – Lying in path of vehicle

Does not have to occur while lying in a bed or during the night 

6.2 Eating, drinking 
• drinking alcohol or non-alcoholic drinks
• consuming food or drinks at home
• having food or drinks at a club, bar or restaurant

6.5 Daily activities 
• going to church, temple, religious services, spiritual activities
• smoking
• using personal computer, reading, talking on phone, using social media

6.6 Walking, moving around 
• wandering, walking, running, crawling in and around home without a

specific purpose
Excludes: 
• walking to shop, travel with destination and purpose (8.2 – General travel 

by foot)
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6.10 Feeling unwell, medical event, collapse 
• chest pains, aches and pains
• general ill health, vomiting, calling ambulance or ‘000’ for assistance
• losing balance from standing position
Excludes:
• being taken care of in a health care facility (7 – Being taken care of)

6.12 Personal business activity 
• attending meeting, auction or other activity for personal business
Excludes:
• attending meeting business purposes (1 – Paid Work or 2 – Unpaid

Work)
• personal activity not related to personal business such as attending

church (6.5 – Daily activities)

6.13 Receiving treatment or therapy 
• massage, physical therapy not provide by a health care professional
Excludes:
• treatment, therapy provided by health care professional (7 – Being taken

care of)

7 Being taken care of 

Persons being cared for or nursed, either professionally or informally 

Professional care (by or on behalf of a health professional or health care worker) and 
Informal care (by family member, care giver or friend) are identified separately 

Excludes: 
• activities of daily living being performed by deceased (6 – Vital Personal

Activities)

7.1 Being taken care of by health care professional 
Includes persons undergoing procedures or investigations conducted by or 
at the direction of a health care professional or health care worker 

Care may occur in a health care facility (hospital) or elsewhere (home, 
ambulance) 
• surgery
• diagnostic testing
• drug administration
• being carried, moved, washed, and dressed as part of health care
• home renal dialysis
• frail or disable person being bathed by a nurse
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 7.2 Being taken care of by non health care professional 
Includes persons undergoing procedures related to care that are conducted 
by a family member or friend. Includes: infants, children, elderly 

• being carried, moved, washed, dressed 
• being held by another person 

 8 Travelling not elsewhere classified 

 

 Activities involving movement of person from one place to another via various 
means. Usually refers to travelling significant distances rather than just walking 
around 

Whenever possible, travel should be coded to main activity to which the travel was 
related, such as commuting to work or school 

• general travel should only be coded if: 
• travel activity is not related to commuting or working 
• there is no clear relationship to any previous category 
• purpose of the travel is not known 

 8.1 General travel by vehicle 
• travel with the assistance of a vehicle for example, a car, motorcycle, 

plane, bus etc. 

 8.2 General travel by foot 
• travel without the assistance of a vehicle, walking on foot to destination 
• involves intent of destination and distance such as walking to shop, to 

friend’s house 
Excludes: 
• walking to move from one point to another – for example, walking from 

lounge room to kitchen to get a drink (6.6 – Walking, moving around) 

 8.3 Waiting for transport 
• waiting at a specific location for public transportation to arrive 
• waiting at a bus stop, train station for public transport to arrive 
Excludes:  
• walking out to meet vehicle being driven by friend, family member  

(6.6 – Walking, moving around or 8.2 – General travel by foot)  
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 9 Domestic duties 

 

 Domestic activities undertaken for no formal or informal financial benefit, which may 
be performed by someone in a paid capacity 

Excludes:  
• activities for which financial benefits are intended or received (1 – Paid work) 
• activities for which financial benefits could be intended or received (2 – Unpaid 

work 
 9.1 Cleaning, cooking, clothes, washing, etc 

• cleaning of the house 
• preparation and cooking of meals 
• washing, ironing and care of clothes, manchester and household wares 

 9.2 Gardening 
• mowing lawn, maintenance of garden, tending to trees, flowers, etc. 
• picking fruit or harvesting natural resources for own consumption or 

bartering  

 9.3 Household maintenance 
• collecting mail, catalogues, pamphlets, newspapers etc. 
• cleaning ponds, swimming pools 
• DIY (do it yourself) projects 
• gathering and putting out of garbage 
• maintenance of home 
• repairing and maintaining furniture and home appliances 

 9.6 Shopping 
• time in shopping centres, supermarkets etc. 
• packing or unpacking of groceries  
Excludes 
• travelling to/from shops (8 – Travelling not elsewhere classified) 

 9.7 Vehicle maintenance 
• changing of tyre 
• filling with petrol, gas, oil etc. 
• repairing of vehicle (car, bike, motorcycle, caravan, boat etc.) 
• washing, cleaning vehicle 
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 9.8 Domestic fire fighting 
Fighting a fire within a residence or property (may be their own or a family-
members, friends, neighbours) 

Excludes: 
• paid work with fire services (1 – Paid work) 
• volunteer fire fighter (2 – Unpaid work) 
• domestic Fire Preparedness activities (9.10 – Fire preparedness) 

 9.10 Fire preparedness 
Preparation of a residence or property for the occurrence of a fire (may be 
their own or a family-members, friends, neighbours): 

• preparing own residence or property for event of bushfire 
• clearing fauna and rubbish etc. 
• preparing firebreaks 
Excludes: 
• paid work with fire services (1 – Paid work) 
• volunteer fire fighter (2 – Unpaid work) 
• fighting fire on own property or residence (9.8 – Domestic fire-fighting) 

 9.11 Collecting, cutting firewood 
Collecting or gathering firewood for their own personal needs 

Excludes: 
• paid work as a tree feller or gardener (1 – Paid work) 
• collecting wood for sale (1 – Paid work) 

 9.12 Disposal/scavenging rubbish, trash 
• disposing of rubbish, garbage (garbage dump, remote area etc.) 
• scavenging or foraging through rubbish, garbage, trash etc. 
Excludes: 
• collecting or putting out rubbish for home collection (9.3 – Household 

maintenance) 
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 98 Other activity 

 

 Activities being undertaken at the time of the incident which do not correspond to 
the preceding categories 

 98.1 Self inflicted harm 
• attempted and unsuccessful suicides 
• injuries where intent was to inflict self harm, even though death may not 

have been the anticipated outcome 

 98.2 Drug taking activities 
• taking and administering of illegal substances 
• taking and administering of prescription medication without the care of 

a health care professional 
• taking or administering of drugs belonging to another person 
Excludes: 
• taking and administering of prescription medication without the care of 

a health care professional (7 – Being taken care of) 

 98.3 Violent or aggressive activities 
Incidents where the deceased was involved in argument, fight, altercation, 
assault 

• injuries sustained by deceased during or resulting from a violent or 
aggressive incident in which they were involved  

Excludes: 
• injured during altercation, assault or homicide they were not involved in 

(98.14 – Victim of assault) 
• activities of the perpetrator, not the deceased (not coded) 

 Key difference between ‘Violent or aggressive activities’ and ‘Victim of Assault’ 
is the role of the deceased in the incident 

 98.4 Criminal activity 
• arson 
• evading police 
• robbery, breaking into buildings 

 98.5 Lying in path of vehicle 
• laying down on road, street, train tracks etc. 
• passing out on road, street, train tracks etc. while intoxicated 
Excludes: 
• intentional Self-Harm by lying in path of vehicle for example, train (98.1 

– Self inflicted harm) 
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 98.7 Hunting 
Use of weapons (guns, crossbow, traps etc.) to track, trap and kill prey 
(animals) 
• as a sport or leisure activity 
• as a source of food 

 98.8 Risk taking behaviour 
Behaviour which involves an inherent risk to life and safety 
• climbing down or up to balcony to enter own residence 
• riding on exterior of vehicle (car, train, bus etc.) 
• walking along the railings of a bridge 
• train surfing 
• jumping across distances at a height 
Excludes: 
• child playing with matches (5.4 – Dangerous child play activity) 

 98.11 Rescue activities 
Rescue and heroic activities undertaken by non-professional or trained 
persons to render assistance to another person in trouble  

• diving into surf to save drowning person  
Excludes: 
• helping person who is injured but not requiring rescue (98.12 – Rescue 

activities) 

 98.12 Helping injured person 
Rendering assistance to an injured person by non-professional or trained 
person 
• assisting an injured pedestrian  
Excludes: 
• paid work (for example, doctor, nurse, emergency services) (1 – Paid 

work) 
• work with state emergency services, SES (2.5 – Emergency services 

activities) 

 98.13 Fleeing dangerous situation 
Person trying to escape or flee a dangerous situation 
• fleeing from a shooter  
• fleeing a house fire, bushfire  
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 98.14 Victim of assault 
Incidents where deceased was injured by a physical attack but where the 
deceased was a bystander and not involved in the argument, fight, 
altercation or assault 

The injuries may result from physical contact (pushing, punching, shoving, 
kicking or slapping etc.) or from use of a weapon (or object used as a 
weapon) 

• injured by other persons’ violent or aggressive activities but was not 
involved 

• injuries sustained during assault whilst asleep, unconscious 
Excludes: 
• involved in an argument or violence (98.3 – Violent or aggressive 

activities) 
• activities of the perpetrator, not the deceased (not coded) 

 Key difference between ‘Violent or aggressive activities’ and ‘Victim of Assault’ 
is the role of the deceased in the incident 

 98.15 Assisting with event or incident 
Used when the deceased is involved in a transport or vehicle related activity 
that is not travel and for which no payment is received 

May be the occupant of the vehicle (for example, driver of bogged or stuck 
vehicle) or helping to prevent further accidents ( diverting traffic around an 
accident) 

• assisting to divert traffic around an accident or incident 
• moving debris from the roadway to prevent accident or incident 
• assisting to recover load which has fallen from a truck 
Excludes: 
• emergency personal (police, fire, state emergency, ambulance) – (1 – 

Paid work) 
• person providing assistance for payment (roadside assistance) (1 – Paid 

work) 
• rescue/heroic activities undertaken by non-professional or trained 

persons (1 – Paid work, 98.11 – Rescue activities) 
• rendering assistance to person (1 – Paid work, 98.12 – Helping injured 

person) 
Validation rule • 888 – Still enquiring is not valid for closed cases 
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INCIDENT EVENT DATE(S) 
Definition Date the incident, resulting in the death occurred 

Layout dd/mm/ccyy 

Status Mandatory 

Guide for use If the exact date of incident cannot be determined a date range may be used to 
specify the dates between which the incident most likely occurred. For example, 
information available states that incident occurred October 2019; date range would 
be (start date) 01/10/2019 and (end date) 31/10/2019, clearly indicating that incident 
occurred in October 2019 but that the exact date cannot be pinpointed 

The range is usually supported by factors such as the time the deceased was last 
seen alive and the time the deceased body was found 

If the exact date of the incident is known the between date data fields must be left 
blank 

If the date is unknown (and a date range cannot be determined), use: 

 08/08/8888 Still enquiring 

 09/09/9999 Unlikely to be known 

Validation rules • 08/08/8888 – Still enquiring is not valid for closed cases 

 • Incident date must be:  
o earlier or equal to the Notification of death, Body found, and Death  

o any date/time in combination with Last seen alive 

o later or equal to the Date of birth 

 • Exception to the above rule should be discussed with NCIS staff 
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INCIDENT EVENT TIME(S) 
Definition Time the incident, resulting in the death occurred 

Layout hh:mm 

Status Mandatory 

Guide for use Must be recorded in 24-hour time format 

If exact time of incident cannot be determined, a time range may be used to specify 
the times between which incident most likely occurred. For example, if the only 
information available is that death occurred on 5 October 2019, the time range 
would be (start time) 00:01 and (end time) 23:59, clearly indicating that incident 
occurred on 5 October 2019 but the exact time cannot be pinpointed 

The range is usually supported by factors such as the time the deceased was last 
seen alive and the time the deceased body was found 

If the exact time of the incident is known the between time data field must be left 
blank 

If the time is unknown (and a time range cannot be determined), use: 

 00:00 Unknown 
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INCIDENT OCCUPATION – CODE 
Definition The job or duties in which the person was engaged at the time of the incident 

Status Conditional 

Report for When Incident activity detail is coded as 1 – Paid work or 2 – Unpaid work 

Guide for use The codeset used by the NCIS is the Australian and New Zealand Standard 
Classification of Occupation (ANZSCO) 

This is a 6-digit numeric code and the codeset has 5 levels coding 

Use the search table to identify the appropriate occupation 

If the occupation is unknown or not considered an occupation for example, retired 
code as: 

 997000 Response unidentifiable 

 999000 Response outside scope 

 999999 Not stated 

 Select the appropriate occupation for deceased; this may not be the usual 
occupation of the deceased but was the occupation that the deceased was involved 
in at the time of the incident 

Further clarification of the deceased’s occupation is provided for in the Usual 
occupation and Usual occupation text data fields 

Validation rule • Must be null, unless Incident activity detail coded as 1 – Paid work or 2 – Unpaid 
work 

 
  

https://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Previousproducts/8B1F5DDDD46033ABCA2575DF002DA75E?opendocument
https://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Previousproducts/8B1F5DDDD46033ABCA2575DF002DA75E?opendocument
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INCIDENT OCCUPATION – TEXT 
Definition Job or duties in which the deceased was engaged at the time of the incident 

Status Optional 

Report for When Incident activity detail is coded as 1 – Paid work or 2 – Unpaid work 

Guide for use This is a free text field used to identify the specific occupation in which the deceased 
was involved at the time of injury 

If the occupation at incident is unknown, use: 

 8 Still enquiring 

 9 Unlikely to be known 

 This data field is only displayed and mandatory when incident activity detail is coded 
as ‘1 – Paid work or 2 – Unpaid work 

Further clarification of the deceased’s occupation is provided for in the Usual 
occupation and Usual occupation text data fields 

Validation rule • 8 – Still enquiring is not valid for closed cases 
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INDUSTRY AT INCIDENT – CODE 
Definition Industry of the job or duties in which the person was engaged at the time of the 

incident 

Status Conditional 

Report for When Incident activity detail is coded as 1 – Paid work or 2 – Unpaid work 

Guide for use The codeset used by the NCIS is the Australian and New Zealand Standard Industrial 
Classification (ANZSIC) 

This is a 5-digit alphanumeric code and the codeset has 4 levels coding 

Use the search table to identify the appropriate industry 

If the industry is unknown or not considered an industry code as: 

 T9940 Don't know 

 T9950 Refused to answer 

 T9970 Response unidentifiable 

 This data field is only displayed and mandatory when incident activity detail is coded 
as ‘1 – Paid work or 2 – Unpaid work  

Enter the appropriate industry for deceased; this may not be usual industry in which 
the deceased works but was the industry that the deceased was involved in at the 
time of the incident 

Validation rules • May be null, unless incident activity detail is coded as 1 – Paid work or 2 – 
Unpaid work 

 

https://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Previousproducts/8B1F5DDDD46033ABCA2575DF002DA75E?opendocument
https://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Previousproducts/8B1F5DDDD46033ABCA2575DF002DA75E?opendocument
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INDUSTRY AT INCIDENT – TEXT 
Definition Industry of the job or duties in which the person was engaged at the time of the 

incident 

Status Optional 

Report for When Incident activity detail is coded as 1 – Paid work or 2 – Unpaid work 

Guide for use This is a free text field used to identify the specific industry in which the deceased 
was involved at the time of injury 

If the occupation at incident is unknown, use: 

 8 Still enquiring 

 9 Unlikely to be known 

 This data field is only displayed and mandatory when incident activity detail is coded 
as 1 – Paid work or 2 – Unpaid work 

Validation rules • 8 – Still enquiring is not valid for closed cases 
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INCIDENT OCCUPATION & INDUSTRY AT INCIDENT – SEARCH TIPS 
Use the [lookup] hyperlink on the time location screen to easily search the codeset in order to locate 
the appropriate code for the case 

A search can be commenced at any level of the coding structure or a [search] button can be used to 
use keywords to identify the occupation – locating the correct occupation code does not depend on 
your knowledge of the codeset but rather on your ability to search for the applicable code and 
description 

Drop-down data field  

Select the level of codeset structure to commence searching (it is not necessary to start searching at 
level 1) 

The codeset can be searched by two methods: 

1. Scroll through dropdown list – code descriptions are listed alphabetically 
2. Select appropriate data field and press the first letter of the description, the system will scroll 

through each description which commences with the selected letter 
 

Using the search button  

1. Enter the desired occupation description into the free text data field 
2. Press [search] 
3. Identify the appropriate occupation, use [select] hyperlink to populate the incident occupation 

data field 
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INTENT – CASE COMPLETION 
Definition Role of human purpose in the event resulting in death as determined at the 

completion of the coronial investigation 

Status Conditional 

Report for When Case type – completion is coded as 2 – Death due to external cause(s), 999 – 
Unlikely to be known 

Codeset 1 Unintentional 

2 Intentional self-harm 

3 Assault 

4 Legal intervention 

5 Operations of war, civil conflict and acts of terrorism 

6 Complications of medical and surgical care 

7 Undetermined intent 

8 Other specified intent 

999 Unlikely to be known 

Guide for use Determined by the incident itself and not the resulting injury leading to death, that is 
what was the intent/purpose of the person initiating injury, what was the expected 
outcome as opposed to the actual outcome which, with hindsight, may have been 
predicted or anticipated 

Refers to injuries inflicted by the deceased or by other persons with the aim of 
injuring or killing; including violent attacks against the will of the victim and 
consensual violence 

Intent – Case Completion is reported upon finalisation of the coronial investigation 
and coding should reflect the decision reached by the Coroner in the finding 

Coders should be discouraged from drawing conclusions about intent, except in 
accordance with specific guidelines 

Injuries received by a bystander to violent events, non-combatants in a conflict 
should be coded as  
3 – Assault 

Injuries resulting from an animal attack should be coded as 1 – Unintentional, unless 
the animal was used as a weapon by a person intent on inflicting injury (3 – Assault) 
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 Self-inflicted or self-harm injuries to child under five (5) years are coded as  
1 – Unintentional, except for cases involving a child banging their head in frustration 
or anger (2 – Intentional self-harm) 

7 – Undetermined intent should be coded for cases where the intent of the deceased 
or others involved in the event cannot be determined despite extensive investigation 
(often used for cases where intentional self-harm is suspected but the evidence does 
not satisfy the legal requirement) 

999 – Unlikely to be known should only be used after the coroner has delivered a 
finding 

 Coding sudden unexpected death in infancy (SUDI) deaths 

The term sudden unexpected death in infancy (SUDI) is used to describe the 
unexpected death of an infant, with no obvious pathological or clinical reason. The 
coding is dependent on the cause of death as determined by the coroner and/or 
pathologist 

 SUDI or SIDS Fatal sleep accidents Other deaths 

Cause of death is 
unknown or unexplained 
at completion of 
investigation 
Case 
type: 

Unlikely to be 
known 

Intent: Unlikely to be 
known 

 

Cause of death attributed 
to external factor such as 
bedding or co-sleeping 
with person 
Case 
type: 

Death due to 
external cause(s) 

Intent: Unintentional 
 

Cause of death has been 
attributed to a pre-
existing medical 
condition 
Case 
type: 

Death due to 
natural cause(s) 

Intent:  
 

 

 1 Unintentional 

 

 Injury sustained was not deliberate or premeditated. Although with hindsight, the 
outcome of the activity may be anticipated the deceased did not intend to fatally 
injure themselves 
• accidental death 
• animal attack 
• self-harm by a child under five years of age, with exception of banging head (see 

below) 
• death in custody 
Excludes:  
• injury of child who bang their head in anger or frustration (2 – Intentional self-

harm) 
• animal attack – where the animal was used as a weapon by a person intent on 

inflicting injury (3 – Assault) 
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 2 Intentional self-harm 

 

 Deaths that occurred due to purposely self-inflicted poisoning or injury 
• suicide 
• self-harm of a child under five years old, who bang their head in anger or 

frustration 
• death in custody 
Excludes:  
• self-harm by a child under five years old, with exception of banging head  

(1 – Unintentional) 
 3 Assault 

 

 Deaths that occurred due to an injury that was inflicted by other person(s) with the 
intent of injuring or killing 
• death of a bystander to a violent incident or by a non-combatant in a conflict 
• injury to a child inflicted by another person 
• animal attack – where the animal was used as a weapon by a person intent on 

inflicting injury 
• death in custody 
Excludes:  
• animal attack – not detailed above (1 – Unintentional) 
• self-harm by a child under five years of age, with exception of banging head  

(1 – Unintentional) 
• injury of child who bang their head in anger or frustration (2 – Intentional self-

harm) 
 4 Legal intervention 

 

 Death which occurred due to injuries that were inflicted by police or other law-
enforcing agents (including military on duty), in the course of arresting or attempting 
to arrest lawbreakers, suppressing disturbances, maintaining order or other legal 
action 
Excludes:  
• death in custody – a death whilst a person was in custody for example, within a 

prison or police cell, does not imply that the death was a result of legal 
intervention. The fact that the deceased was in custody will be captured by the 
Employment Status and/or Location data fields 
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 5 Operations of war, civil conflict and acts of terrorism 

 

 Occurred as result of injuries sustained during a war or civil insurrection 
• riots, strikes 
• terrorist act such as bombing, gassing etc. 
Excludes:  
• Death occurring during arrest, suppressing disturbances and maintaining law and 

order 

 6 Complications of medical or surgical care 

 

 Occurred due to medical misadventure, accidents or reactions in the administration 
of medical or surgical care drugs or medication 
In many cases, there is no fault on the behalf of the medical institution or staff: use of 
this code can identify cases where the treatment resulted in an unexpected or 
unusual outcome (death of the patient) or the adverse event was unintentional, such 
as a haemorrhage resulting from a procedure 

 7 Undetermined intent 

 

 Deaths which occurred due to circumstances which cannot be determined despite 
extensive investigation 

 999 Unlikely to be known 

 

 Used only after the coroner has delivered a finding that does not identify intent 

Validation rules • Must be coded as 999 – Unlikely to be known if Intent – case completion is 
unknown at case closure 

 • Must be blank if Case type – completion coded as 1 – Death due to natural 
cause(s) 

 • Must be coded if Case type – completion coded as 2 – Death due to external 
cause(s) 

 • Must be blank if Case type – completion coded as 3 – Body not recovered (missing 
person) 

 • Must be coded if Case type – completion coded as 999 – Unlikely to be known 
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INTENT – NOTIFICATION (PRESUMED) 
Definition Role of human purpose in the event resulting in death as known at the time of 

notification of death to the coronial office 

Status Conditional 

Report for When Case type – completion is coded as 1 – Death due to natural cause(s), 3 – Body 
not recovered 

Codeset 1 Unintentional 

2 Intentional self-harm 

3 Assault 

4 Legal intervention 

5 Operations of war, civil conflict and acts of terrorism 

6 Complications of medical and surgical care 

7 Undetermined intent 

8 Other specified intent 

888 Still enquiring 

999 Unlikely to be known 

Guide for use Determined by the incident itself and not the resulting injury leading to death. That 
is what was the intent/purpose of the person initiating injury, what was the expected 
outcome as opposed to the actual outcome which, with hindsight, may have been 
predicted or anticipated 

Injuries inflicted by the deceased or by other persons with the aim of injuring or 
killing; including violent attacks against the will of the victim and consensual violence 

Intent – notification is based on information available to investigators at the time the 
death is reported to the coroner and should not be updated throughout or at 
completion of the coronial investigation  

7 – Undetermined intent should be coded for cases where the intent cannot be 
determined despite extensive investigation (often used for cases where intentional 
self-harm is suspected but the evidence does not satisfy the legal requirement) 

888 – Still enquiring should be used when the intent is unclear and further 
investigation is required. Intent – Notification can remain coded as 888 – Still 
Enquiring upon case closure to reflect the information at the time of notification 

999 – Unlikely to be known should not be used for Intent – Notification 
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 1 Unintentional 

 

 Injury sustained was not deliberate or premeditated. Although with hindsight, the 
outcome of the activity may be anticipated the deceased did not intend to fatally 
injure themselves 
• accidental death 
• animal attack 
• self-harm by a child under five years of age, with exception of banging head (see 

below) 
• death in custody 
Excludes:  
• injury of child who bang their head in anger or frustration (2 – Intentional self-

harm) 
• animal attack – where the animal was used as a weapon by a person intent on 

inflicting injury (3 – Assault) 

 2 Intentional self-harm 

 

 Deaths that occurred due to purposely self-inflicted poisoning or injury 
• suicide 
• self-harm of a child under five years old, who bang their head in anger or 

frustration 
• death in custody 
Excludes:  
• self-harm by a child under five years old, with exception of banging head  

(1 – Unintentional) 

 3 Assault 

 

 Deaths that occurred due to an injury that was inflicted by other person(s) with the 
intent of injuring or killing 
• death of a bystander to a violent incident or by a non-combatant in a conflict 
• injury to a child inflicted by another person 
• animal attack – where the animal was used as a weapon by a person intent on 

inflicting injury 
• death in custody 
Excludes:  
• animal attack – not detailed above (1 – Unintentional) 
• self-harm by a child under five years of age, with exception of banging head  

(1 – Unintentional) 
• injury of child who bang their head in anger or frustration (2 – Intentional self-

harm) 
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 4 Legal intervention 

 

 Death which occurred due to injuries that were inflicted by police or other law-
enforcing agents (including military on duty), in the course of arresting or attempting 
to arrest lawbreakers, suppressing disturbances, maintaining order or other legal 
action 
Excludes:  
• death in custody – a death whilst a person was in custody (for example, within a 

prison or police cell), does not imply that the death was a result of legal 
intervention. The fact that the deceased was in custody will be captured by the 
Employment Status and/or Location data fields 

 5 Operations of war, civil conflict and acts of terrorism 

 

 Occurred as result of injuries sustained during a war or civil insurrection, riots or 
strikes 
• terrorist act such as bombing, gassing etc. 
Excludes:  
• death occurring during arrest, suppressing disturbances and maintaining law and 

order 

 6 Complications of medical or surgical care 

 

 Occurred due to medical misadventure, accidents or reactions in the administration 
of medical or surgical care drugs or medication 
In many cases, there is no fault on behalf of medical institution or staff: use of this 
code can identify cases where treatment resulted in unexpected or unusual outcome 
(patient death) or adverse event that was unintentional, such as a haemorrhage 
resulting from a procedure 

 7 Undetermined intent 

 

 Cases where the intent of the deceased or others involved in the event cannot be 
determined despite extensive investigation (often used for cases where intentional 
self-harm is suspected but the evidence does not satisfy the legal requirement) 

 888 Still enquiring 

 

 Used when the intent is unclear and further investigation is required. Intent – 
Notification can remain coded as 888 – Still Enquiring upon case closure  

 999 Unlikely to be known 

 

 Should not be used for Intent – Notification as further investigation required at 
notification 
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Validation rules • Must be coded as 888 – Still enquiring if Intent – notification is unknown at case 
closure 

 • Must be blank if Case type – notification coded as 1 – Death due to natural 
cause(s) 

 • Must be coded if Case type – notification coded as 2 – Death due to external 
cause(s) 

 • Must be blank if Case type – notification coded as 3 -Body not recovered (missing 
person) 

 • Must be coded if Case type – notification coded as 999 – Unlikely to be known 
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JURISDICTION IDENTIFIER  
Definition Identifier of the jurisdiction involved in the Multiple Fatality Event (MFE) 

Status Mandatory for MFE allocation 

Codeset 00 National 

01 New South Wales 

02 Victoria 

03 Queensland 

04 South Australia 

05 Western Australia 

06 Tasmania 

07 Northern Territory 

08 Australian Capital Territory 

09 New Zealand 

Guide for use Reported when single events result in multiple fatalities 

 MFE type Guidance 

 National Allocated by NCIS upon identification multiple jurisdiction event 

 Jurisdictional Allocated by jurisdiction in which event occurred (primary)  

 

 Cross-jurisdictional events/deaths 

 To avoid multiple MFE’s being generated where two of more jurisdictions are 
investigating fatalities from the same event (and the event is not identified as a 
national event), it is vital that only the primary jurisdiction create the MFE. The 
primary jurisdiction must notify any secondary jurisdictions and the NCIS Quality 
Manager so that all relevant cases can be added to the MFE 

 Primary jurisdiction 

 The jurisdiction in which event occurred and coronial investigation was completed 

 Secondary jurisdiction 

 The jurisdiction, in which, at least one fatality occurs during or following medical 
intervention subsequent to event. A new MFE should not be generated for this death 
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LAST SEEN ALIVE DATE(S) 
Definition Date the deceased was last known to be alive 

Layout dd/mm/ccyy 

Status Advisable, reported when there is a disparity in the sequence of events 

Guide for use In combination with Last seen time refers to the last time that the deceased was 
known to be alive – this is not limited to a visual sighting of the deceased, includes 
any indication that the deceased was still alive at this point in time such as a phone 
call, text message, social media presence 

If the exact date the deceased was last known to be alive cannot be determined a 
date range may be used to specify the dates between which the deceased was 
known to be alive. For example, if the only information available is that the deceased 
was last seen in October 2019 the date range would be (start date) 01 10 2019 and 
(end date) 31 10 2019, clearly indicating that the deceased was last seen at some 
point in October 2019 but that the exact date cannot be pinpointed 

If exact date deceased was last seen alive is known the Between Date data fields 
must be left blank 

If the date is unknown (and a date range cannot be determined), use: 

 08/08/8888 Still enquiring 

 09/09/9999 Unlikely to be known 

Validation rules • 08/08/8888 – Still Enquiring is not valid for closed cases 

 • Date of Last Seen Alive must be:  
o earlier or equal to the Notification of Death, Body found, Death and Incident 

o later or equal to the Date of Birth 
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LAST SEEN ALIVE TIME(S) 
Definition Time the deceased was last known to be alive 

Layout hh:mm 

Status Advisable, reported when there is a disparity in the sequence of events 

Guide for use Must be recorded in 24-hour time format 

In combination with Last seen date refers to the last time that the deceased was 
known to be alive – this is not limited to a visual sighting of the deceased, includes 
any indication that the deceased was still alive at this point in time such as a phone 
call, text message, social media presence 

If the exact time the deceased was last known to be alive cannot be determined a 
time range may be used to specify the times between which the deceased was most 
likely last seen alive. For example, if the only information available is that the 
deceased was last seen on 5 October 2019 the time range would be (start time) 
00:01 and (end time) 23:59, clearly indicating that the deceased was last seen at 
some point in on 5 October 2019 but that the exact time cannot be pinpointed 

If the time is unknown (and a time range cannot be determined), use: 

 00:00 Unknown 
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LOCATION  
Definition Specific location of the event 

Codeset Refer NCIS Data Dictionary for valid codeset 

Guide for use Select the category that best describes the specific location of the event. If two or 
more categories are appropriate, select the one listed first in the codeset 

The location for one or any combination of the four data fields (Last Seen Alive, 
Incident, Death and Body Found) may differ from the location in the other data 
fields. For example, it is possible that a person may be last known to be alive at one 
location, become injured at another location and then die at a third location where 
the body is found after death [Person last seen alive walking home from the local 
shop, fell on the way home, found deceased at home – three different locations 
(shop, street, home)] 

If the location is unknown, use: 

 888 Still enquiring 

 999 Unlikely to be known 

 
The Information is collected from various statements in the case file 

 Incident 

 Definition Specific location of the deceased when injured or the incident 
occurred 

 Status Mandatory 

 Reported when At any time, mandatory on case closure 

 

 Death 

 Definition Specific location where death occurred 

 Status Mandatory 

 Reported when At any time, mandatory on case closure 
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 Last seen alive 

 Definition Specific location the deceased was last known to be alive 

 Status Advisable 

 Reported when Reported where the location differs from that of the Incident or 
Death 
Any of the other relevant data fields are completed 
• address 
• activity 
• date 
• time 

 

 Body found 

 Definition Specific location the body of the deceased was found 

 Status Advisable 

 Reported when Reported where the location differs from that of the Incident or 
Death 
Any of the other relevant data fields are completed 
• address 
• activity 
• date  
• time 

   
 1 Home or dwelling 

 

 Often the only way to differentiate between types of homes is the physical address. 
Coders unsure of how a home should be coded can make the determination several 
ways: 
• personal knowledge of location 
• reference map search, such as Google, UBD, Melway etc. 
• supposition based on the physical address that is 1 Smith St (House) vs 1/1 

Smith St (Flat) 
 Includes: 

• garden, yard, driveway or playground on private home or property, swimming 
pool  
(in-ground or above ground) on private home or property 

• common area in a home such as elevator, lobby, stairwell 
• occupied house under construction/renovation 
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 Excludes: 
• prison or detention centre (2.3 – Prison, youth training or detention centre)  
• orphanage (2.7 – Residential care facility) 
• nursing Home (3.4 – Nursing home) 
• home under construction but not yet occupied (8.1 – Construction site) 
• derelict house (8.2 – Demolition site, derelict site) 

 1.1 House 
A building which provides living quarters, shelter and personal or social 
amenities 
• sole residence on property 
• Bach, batch, holiday house 
• Airbnb or similar, where room or part of dwelling rented or shared 

 1.2 Flat, apartment, terrace house 
• unit, duplex, townhouse, week-end cottage 
• self-contained housing unit (suite of rooms) that occupies only part of a 

building 
• multiple residences on same property, may share common wall or be 

separate structure 

 1.4 Farmhouse 
• house or residence on a farm that is the home of the farm’s owner or 

residents 
Excludes: 
• areas of the farm outside the residential area, such as paddocks, stock 

yards etc. (9 – Farm) 

 1.5 Residential caravan, mobile home, houseboat, motor home 
Transportable or recreational vehicle/structure used as permanent/regular 
residence 
• caravan, mobile home, campervans, Winnebago  
• transport vehicle used as a home – motor home, houseboat 
• bus renovated to provide appropriate amenities for residence 
• tent or enclosed piece of equipment used as home, easily moved or 

relocated 
Excludes: 
• camping ground or holiday park where caravan or mobile home is 

situated (10.5 – Holiday park, campground) 
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 1.6 Hut, shanty, humpy 
Often a small, rough or crudely built cabin or makeshift dwelling of a simple 
construction. Temporary, built from cardboard, fabric, plastic, wood, iron, etc. 
• shack 
• lean-to 

 1.7 Boarding house, hotel, backpackers hostel 
• private house where paying guests are provided with meals and lodging 
• inexpensive, supervised lodging providing short-term accommodation 
• rooming or lodging House 

 1.8 Granny flat, bungalow 
Self-contained living area that is located on the grounds of a larger home 
location. Can be separate or attached to the primary dwelling 
• small house or cottage sharing land with a larger residence 
• sleepout 
• separate unit within a single-family home 
• accessory apartment, unit; may be detached, attached, share common 

facilities or be self-contained 

 1.9 Indigenous community 
• Area recognised or designated as a community for indigenous persons 

 1.10 Home of religious person 
A building which houses a room(s) for worship as well as the domestic 
facilities and workplaces of those residing within, either as part of a 
community or alone 
• convent, Manse (church house), Rectory, Vicarage, Presbytery, Clergy 

House, Monastery, Priory, Vihara, Ashram, Wat 

 1.11 Yacht, boat 
• a boat or yacht which is moored or docked and is being used a 

residence or home 

 1.12 Workplace/Industry Accommodation 
• mining site accommodation, areas of residence on industry or work 

location 
• hut, donga, Cabin, act provided as residence for staff on an industrial or 

worksite – must be separate from work environment 
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 1.13 Demountable, portable home  
• residence that is designed and built to be moved from one location to 

another. May be moved in one piece or sections 
Excludes:  
• 1.5 – Residential caravan, mobile home, houseboat, motor home 
• holiday caravan, mobile home, houseboat, motor home (10.5 – Holiday 

park, campground) 

 1.14 Converted dwelling 
• Building or component of (shed, carport) converted to provide 

temporary living quarters 

 2 Residential institution area 

 

 Includes:  
• sports and athletics area at a residential institution 

 Excludes:  
• hospital, Nursing Home (3 – Medical service area) 

 2.1 Home for the elderly, retirement village 
A place of shared residence intended for the elderly. Usually each person or 
couple lives in an apartment-style room or suite of rooms. Additional 
amenities and services are provided within building including rooms for 
dining, gathering, leisure and some form of health care 
Level of care delineates facility as retirement village as opposed to a nursing 
home. Retirement villages and retirement communities, include a level of 
independence and offer separate and self-sufficient homes for residents 
• facility where generally healthy aged or elderly people live, relatively self 

sufficiently 
• old people’s home, pensioner’s home 
• residents have a level of independence for example, cooking, cleaning, 

responsible for own care 
Excludes:  
• residential facility for people unable to perform the daily activities of 

living for themselves and who require care by health care professionals 
(3.4 – Nursing home) 
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 2.3 Prison, youth training or detention centre 
• prison cell, police vehicle 
• correctional facility, remand centre  
• reform school 
• military prison 
Excludes:  
• military camps, bases, training area (2.5 – Military institution) 
• other areas of police station not specifically designed for the detention 

of prisoners or suspects for example, interview room (2.6 – Police station) 

 2.4 Shelter, refuge, halfway house or crisis accommodation 
• women's refuge, men’s shelter  
• safe places for victims of domestic violence, provided for those in danger 
• emergency housing 
• temporary, emergency shelter for the homeless or those in need of 

transitional support  
• community housing, refuge 
• halfway house 
• drunk diversion facility 

 2.6 Police station 
• areas of police station not specifically designed for detention of 

prisoners or suspects 
Excludes:  
• police cell, police vehicle (2.3 – Prison, youth training or detention centre) 

 2.7 Residential care facility 
May be referred to as supported residential services or accommodation 
Provide accommodation, care and support in everyday life for people with a 
physical, psychiatric, intellectual, acquired brain injury, other disability or 
particular needs 
• children’s home, orphanage 
• supported Residential Services and Facilities 
Excludes:  
• foster homes, where child has permanent residence or prolonged stay  

(1 – Home) 
• 2.1 – Home for the elderly, retirement village 
• 3.4 – Nursing home 
• 3.5 – Hospice, palliative care 
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 3 Medical service area 

 

 Excludes:  
• retirement village (2.1 – Home for elderly, retirement village) 

 If location equals hospital or other health service and deceased either a patient 
or a resident of facility at time of death; then Activity must always be ‘being 
nursed or cared for’ 

If deceased was not a patient/resident but location is at a health service: 

• fatally injured whilst working [Incident activity details = 1 – Paid work] 

• fatally injured whilst visiting [Incident activity details = 5 – Leisure or play] 

 3.1 Hospital 
• acute care, psychiatric, emergency, non-acute 
• day procedure centre 
Excludes:  
• 3.4 – Nursing home 
• 3.5 – Hospice, palliative care facility 

 3.2 Outpatient clinic, health centre 
• community health centre 

 3.3 Health Professional’s Office 
• consultation rooms, examination rooms, GP clinics 
• dental surgery or clinic 
• veterinary surgery or clinic 

 3.4 Nursing home 
Residential facility for people unable to perform daily activities of living for 
themselves because of permanent or long-term physical or mental illness or 
handicap. Level of care delineates facility as nursing home as opposed to a 
retirement village  
• facility for people unable to perform daily activities of living 

independently 
• facility for recover from illness or injury 
Excludes:  
• 3.1 – Hospital 
• 3.5 – Hospice, palliative care facility 
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 3.5 Hospice, palliative care facility 
• facility that provides care for terminally ill patients as resident or patient 
Excludes:  
• facility for care of person whilst carer takes respite or a break (3.9 – 

Respite facility) 
• 3.1 – Hospital 

 3.6 Rehabilitation centre 
• facility focusing on recovery from illness, injury or disease 
• drug and Alcohol Rehabilitation facility 

 3.7 Ambulance 
• specially equipped vehicle used to transport the sick or injured  
• road vehicle, air vehicle (plane or helicopter), water vehicle (hospital ship) 

 3.8 Ambulance depot, base 
• ambulance station, depot, hanger of air ambulance  
• base of hanger of Royal Flying Doctor or Care Flight services 

 3.9 Respite facility 
A facility which offers care to the patient whilst providing carers with 'respite' 
or the chance to have a short break from their regular carer role 
May be hours, day, overnight, or several nights but not permanent 
Excludes:  
• 3.5 – Hospice, palliative care facility 

 4 School, educational area 

 

  Excludes:  
• 3.1 – Hospital 
• recreation area (10 – Recreational area, cultural area, or public building) 
• motel (11 – Commercial area) 
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 4.1 School, university, adult education institution 
• public, state or private school, schoolyard, campus  
• primary school, secondary school, institute for higher education, college, 

university, TAFE  
• military school 
• education facility for adult or mature education 
• vocational training camp or facility 
Excludes:  
• reform school (2.3 – Prison, youth training or detention centre) 
• facility for child under school age (4.2 – Day care, kindergarten, play 

centre); School sports area (4.3 – Sports and athletics area at school, 
educational area); School play area (4.4 – Playground at school, 
educational area) 

• sports and athletics area outside school boundaries (5 – Sports and 
athletics area) 

• playground outside school boundaries (10.1 – Public playground) 
 4.2 Day care, kindergarten, play centre 

• day nursery, crèche – place where young children cared for (usually 
parents are at work) 

• pre-school, kindergarten 
• before and after school care program or support 

 4.5 Student accommodation  
• colleges, dormitories 
• on campus accommodation 

 5 Sports and athletics area  

 

 All areas of a sporting ground/arena where the purpose for being in the location is 
an event utilising the ground, such as match, concert 
Includes:  
• change and locker rooms  
• office and administration areas 
• stands and seating areas 

 Excludes:  
• public park or recreational area (10 – Recreational area, cultural area, or public 

building) 
• sports or athletics area in residential institution (2 – Residential Institution Area)  
• sports area in school (4.3 – Sports and athletics area at school, educational area) 
• swimming pool or gym in hotel (11.4 – Motel, hotel) 
• swimming pool or tennis court in a private home or garden (1 – Home)  
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 5.1 Sporting grounds (outdoor) 
• baseball, softball field, hockey, lacrosse field  
• basketball, netball court 
• outdoor tennis court  
• golf course 
• cricket ground 
• football or soccer ground 
• running track 
• stadium (with retractable roof) 
Excludes: 
• stadium with non-retractable roof (5.2 – Sporting area, hall (indoor)) 

 5.2 Sporting area, hall (indoor) 
• indoor sporting facility – tennis court, squash court 
• fitness centre, gymnasium 
Excludes: 
• stadium with retractable roof (5.1 – Sporting grounds (outdoor)) 

 5.3 Public swimming centre 
• private or publicly operated swimming centre, aquatic centre 

 5.4 Racetrack, racecourse  
• motorcycle, car racing track 
• dog, horse racing track 
• bike racetrack, velodrome 
Excludes: 
• bike path (6.3 – Cycleway, bike path) 
• running track (5.1 – Sporting grounds (outdoor)) 

 5.5 Equestrian facility 
• pony club 
• riding school 
Excludes: 
• private equestrian area such as an equestrian area set up on a farm  

(9 – Farm) 

 5.7 Skiing or snowboarding area 
Only areas specifically designated for snow skiing or snowboarding. 
• ski run, ski jump 
• ski facilities such as ski lifts  

  



National Coronial Information System 

Coding manual – Version 5 – 2020 | 124 

 5.8 Aero sport landing area 
• hang gliding, paragliding launch or landing zone 
• skydiving launch or landing zone 
Excludes: 
• airport (7.2 – Airport, aerodrome) 
• airstrip (7.5 – Airstrip, helipad) 
• countryside, ground (12 – Countryside) 

 5.9 Firearm range 
• shooting range 
• facility made available to the public for firearm practice 

 6 Transport Area: Public Highway, Freeway, Street or Road 

 

 Excludes: 
• private driveway (1 – Home) 
• railway or train lines, tram lines – other than station (7 – Transport area: other) 
• road specified as private – private factory road (8 – Industrial or construction 

area)  
• farm (9 – Farm) 

 6.1 Roadway 
• alleys, lanes, roads, streets 
• railway, train. tram lines where intersecting with the roadway or public 

thoroughfare 
• vehicle parked on side of the road (for example, outside a house) 
Excludes: 
• train, tram lines not intersecting with road (7.4 – Railway (other than 

station)) 

 6.2 Footpath 
• designated pedestrian area 
• sidewalk, walkway 
• driveway beyond the property boundary 
Excludes: 
• driveway within private property (1 – Home) 

 6.3 Cycleway, bike path 
• bike path, cycle lane – next to or marked on roadway 
• designated area for use of cyclists – on footpath or pedestrian walkway 
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 6.4 Highway, freeway 
• highway, freeway, motorway, expressway 
• designated for high speed traffic with few interruptions to flow such as 

traffic lights 

 6.5 Rest area, parking bay 
• designated area for drivers to pull over and rest whilst travelling 
• rest stop 
• used by council, road authority to store material for repair/construction 

of road 

 6.6 Bush track, dirt road 
• unsealed roads in an isolated or undeveloped area such as a national 

park or bushland 
• loose metal road, metal road 

 7 Transport area: other 

 

 Excludes: 
• private driveway (1 – Home) 
• street parking (6 – Transport area: public highway, freeway, street or road) 
• road specified as private – private factory road (8 – Industrial or construction 

area)  
 7.1 Parking area 

• parking lot 
• commercial parking garage 
Excludes: 
• loading or unloading area for passengers/cargo (7.3 – public transport 

station/facilities) 
• area for loading or unloading cargo at warehouse, shop (7.7 – Loading 

bay, dock) 

 7.2 Airport, aerodrome 
Large scale site with extended facilities, mostly for commercial air transport 
• runways, tarmac, hangers, control towers, maintenance areas, cargo 

areas 
• terminals, gates, waiting areas for passengers 
Excludes: 
• airport parking facilities (7.1 – Parking area) 
• landing area for helicopter (7.5 – Airstrip, helipad) 
• air or landing strips on remote property or location (7.5 – Airstrip, 

helipad) 
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 7.3 Public transport station/facilities 
• bus, railway, ferry stations or terminals – gates and platforms 
• railway/train lines within station boundary 
• area for loading and unloading of passengers or cargo 
Excludes: 
• parking facilities (7.1 – Parking area) 
• public transport shelters or stops on public roads (7.6 – Bus stop, taxi 

rank) 

 7.4 Railway (other than station) 
• railway/train lines not within station boundary gates and platforms 
Excludes: 
• train, tram lines intersecting with public thoroughfare or roadway (6.1 – 

Roadway) 

 7.5 Airstrip, helipad 
• small strip where plane can land and take off, possibly with refuelling 

equipment. Usually located in remote locations (paddock on cattle 
property, sheep station) 

• landing area for helicopters or lift aircraft (may be designated or 
impromptu) 

Excludes: 
•  commercial air transport (7.2 – Airport, aerodrome) 

 7.6 Bus Stop, Taxi Rank 
• area where person awaits arrival of transport 
• bus depots or stations 

 7.7 Loading bay, dock 
A designated area for the loading and unloading of goods from a transport 
vehicle. Usually not accessible to public, persons not involved in operations 
of loading bay 
• loading bay within shopping centre, warehouse 
Excludes: 
• yard where road transport/trucks are stored, loaded and operated from 

(8.16 – Transport depot, yard) 
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 8 Industrial or construction area  

 

 Excludes:  
• air or landing strips on remote property or location (7.5 – Airstrip, helipad) 
• area for loading or unloading cargo at warehouse, shop (7.7 – Loading bay, dock) 
• commercial air transport (7.2 – Airport, aerodrome) 
• loading or unloading area for passengers/cargo (7.3 – Public transport 

station/facilities) 
 8.1 Construction site  

• building under construction 
• unoccupied house under construction/renovation 
Excludes:   
• occupied house under construction/renovation (1 – Home) 

 8.2 Demolition site, derelict site 
• derelict or abandoned buildings or houses 
• buildings designated for destruction and areas where demolition has 

recently occurred 

 8.3 • Factory, plant, warehouse 

  Facility for the manufacturing, production or processing of products. 
Incorporates all areas of complex, buildings and premises for example, the  
road around the location or the yard 

Factory – making of discrete material, object or product 

Plant – making of chemicals, liquids, power 

Warehouse – storage of goods/products and operation of production 
machine 

• workshop, small scale industry 
• packhouse, fruit or vegetable packing facility 
• gasworks, refinery 
Excludes:  
• coal pit, gravel or sand pit or mine (8.4 – Mine and quarry) 
• power plant (8.7 – Power station) 

 8.4 Mine and quarry 
• on site buildings, elevator shafts, and equipment 
• coal pit, gravel or sand pit 
• underground or open mine 
• quarry 
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 8.6 Shipyard 
Place where ships or watercraft are constructed or repaired 
• Dry dock, dockyard 
• Slip yard 
Excludes: 
• harbour used for commercial maritime activity or port (8.98 – Other 

specified industrial or construction area) 
• ferry terminal, area for boats or ships to anchor (98.1 – Wharf, pier, jetty) 
• harbour used as non-commercial area (98.98 – Other specified place of 

occurrence) 

 8.8 Garbage dump, refuse, scrap metal yard 
• rubbish dump, tip, landfill, refuse area 
• transfer station, recycle centre 

 8.10 Disused industrial or construction site 
• abandoned factory or workshop 
• industrial site not in use 

 8.14 Stockyards, sales yard 
• area for the sale and inspection of livestock 

 8.16 Transport depot, yard 
• storage and loading area for road transport/trucks 

 8.17 Tower – communication, power, radio, water 
Tall structures to support wires, antenna and cable or hold water for 
distribution 
• mobile communication tower or mast, radio transmission antenna 
• water tower or tank 

 8.98 Other specified industrial or construction area 
• harbour used for commercial maritime activity 
• tunnel under construction 
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 9 Farm  

 

 • ranch, small farm, land under cultivation, field, paddock 
• farm equipment buildings, barn, sheds 
• private farm road 
Excludes: 
• place where plants and/or animals are grown and cared for primarily for 

personal use by a person/family (1 – Home) 
• farmhouse, yard and other home premised of a farm (1.4 – Farmhouse) 
• farm or agriculturally based tourist park (10.2 – Amusement park, theme park) 

 9.1 Area for growing crops, market gardening, horticulture 
• crops – beverage, cereal, cotton, spice 
• flowers 
• fruit, mushrooms, vegetables 
• nuts 
• rubber 
• sugar cane, sugar beets 
• tobacco 
• trees (including Christmas trees) 
Excludes: 
• farming of animal and crops (9.3 – Area for growing crops combined with 

raising/care of animals (mixed farming)) 
• growing, standing timber, logging, felling timber and producing wood 

(9.4 – Timber plantation) 

 9.2 Area for Raising or Care of Animals 
• animal products for example, eggs, honey 
• beef cattle, dairy cattle for example, milk 
• pigs, swine 
• poultry 
• semi-domesticated or Wild live animals 
Excludes: 
• fish within natural environment (ocean, lake) (12 – Countryside) 

 9.3 Area for growing crops combined with raising/care of animals (mixed 
farming) 
• property with both an agricultural crop and livestock for farming 

purposes 
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 9.5 Paddock, field 
A small enclosed area or field where animals graze or currently without 
purpose, such as used for a crop 
Best used when the death is independent of the deceased either living, 
working or visiting the farm/property to which the paddock belongs: 

o farmer rolls tractor whilst working in field [location = farm] 

o vehicle driving by farm, driver loses control and vehicle collides with 
tree in paddock  [location = paddock, field] 

 9.6 Hobby farm, property 
A small holding or farm that is maintained and worked without the 
expectation of it or any produce produced being a primary source of income 
• farm let 

 10 Recreational Area, Cultural Area, or Public Building 

 

 10.2 Amusement Park, Theme Park 
Commercially run business offering rides, games, and other forms of 
entertainment to large groups – permanent or temporary. May contain 
architecture which provide the customer with experience of being in another 
place or time etc. 
• agricultural theme park, tourist farm 
• theme parks such as Dreamworld, Movie World, Wet ‘n’ Wild, Luna park  
• zoo, circus, showgrounds 

 10.3 Public park  
Areas of land set aside by government for public use, in natural state or 
cultivated  
• botanical gardens, recreation reserve 
• picnic area 

 10.4 Public building, non-cultural and non-religious 
Access to general public for the various purposes. May be government 
buildings, community halls, other buildings with fairly unrestricted access 
and no entry fee 
• building used by the general public or a particular public group 
• court house 
• fire station, state or government emergency service facilities 
• public hall, community centre/hall, town hall 
Excludes:  
• toilet facilities for use by the general public (10.9 – Public toilet) 
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 10.5 Holiday park, campground 
• camp site, recreation caravan site 
• facilities at camp ground such as swimming pool, showers, rest rooms 
• accommodation for travellers, tourists or holidaymakers providing a 

place to camp or park a vehicle overnight or for several days 

 10.6 Public religious place 
A building which houses a room(s) for public worship 
• cathedral, church 
• mosque 
• synagogue, temple 
Excludes:  
• convent, monastery, where religious person resides (1.10 – Home of 

religious person) 

 10.7 Holiday resort, retreat 
Place visited by people for relaxation or recreation, offering activities and a 
level of luxury above a normal camping site 
• health or wellbeing retreat 

 10.8 Building for recreational purposes, public and commercial 
• cinema, movie house, music hall, opera house, theatre  
• gallery, museum 
• library 

 10.9 Public toilet 
• amenities available to the general public by local government, councils 

or businesses  
• within a complex such as a shopping centre, office building, government 

building  
• stand-alone building such as in a park, at a beach 

 10.10 Cemetery, crematorium 
• area specifically designated for use and preservation as a burial ground  
• area specifically designated for the cremation of bodies 

 10.11 Off road park 
• 4wd park, motorcycle park 
Excludes: 
• oval, sports ground (5.1 – Sporting grounds (outdoor)) 
• horse, dog, motorcycle racetrack or course (5.4 – Racetrack, racecourse) 
• area on private property or farm (9 – Farm) 
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 10.13 Public building, cultural or religious 
Communal or sacred place that serves religious and social purposes 
• marae, malaʻe, meʻae, and malae  
Excludes: 
• town hall, community centre (10.4 – Public building, non-cultural and 

non-religious) 

 10.14 Private building, clubhouse 
• buildings with access restricted to members and guests  

 11 Commercial area 

 

 11.1 Shop, store 
• store, supermarket 
• bank. post office 
• privately owned business 
• brothel 
Excludes: 
• shopping mall or shopping centre (11.6 – Shopping centre, mall, arcade) 
• market stall (11.7 – Market) 

 11.2 Commercial garage 
• auto repair shop, auto repair centre, tyre service centre  
• petrol station, gas station, service station  
• tyre repair and service centre 
Excludes: 
• garage at residence (1 – Home) 
• commercial parking garage (7.1 – Parking area) 

 11.3 Office building, office workplace 
• office 
• common area of building such as stairs, lobby, lifts 

 11.4 Hospitality venue 
• bar, café, hotel, inn, pub restaurant, reception centres 
• casino, entertainment, dining and drinking facilities at sporting clubs 
• dance club, night club, dance hall, disco, rave 
Excludes:  
• accommodation in an establishment (11.5 – Motel, hotel) 
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 11.5 Motel, hotel 
A private or commercial business providing accommodation, meals and 
other services for travellers in rooms on the premises. A motel generally 
includes accommodation with external access to the accommodation and 
parking while a hotel is usually contained in one building with central access 
points 
• accommodation rooms at hotel or motel 
• facilities at hotel or motel for example, swimming pool 
• holiday rentals, guest house 
Excludes: 
• place where drinks, snacks, meals are sold and consumed (11.4 – 

Hospitality venue) 
• business providing entertainment facilities – pokies, bands (11.4 – 

Hospitality venue) 

 11.6 Shopping centre, mall, arcade 
• area of street dedicated for pedestrian access to retail area or precinct 

 11.7 Market 
• fresh food, produce market 
• outdoor (open air) and indoor markets 
Excludes:  
• private business, store, supermarket (11.1 – Shop, store) 
• large shopping centre, mall (11.6 – Shopping centre, mall, arcade) 

 11.8 Storage facility 
• container and locked storage facilities 
• storage yard 

 12 Countryside 

 

 12.1 Area of still water 
• pond, pool of water (not swimming pool) 
• dam on farm 
• natural ice 
Excludes: 
• public dam, reservoir (12.3 – Large area of water) 
• beach or shore of river, ocean (12.5 – Beach, shore, bank of a body of 

water) 
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 12.2 Stream of water 
• river, creek, stream 
• brook, trickle of water 
• canal 
• flooded area 

 12.3 Large area of water 
• bay, lake, estuary 
• sea, ocean 
• natural ice 
• public dam, reservoir 
Excludes: 
• beach or river bank (12.5 – Beach, shore, bank of a body of water) 
• dam on farm (12.1 – Area of still water) 
• harbour for commercial activities (8.98 – Other specified industrial or 

construction area) 
• harbour for non-commercial activities (98.98 – Other specified place of 

occurrence) 

 12.4 Marsh, swamp 
• bog, mire, wetland 
• mangroves 
Excludes: 
• beach or shore of river, ocean (12.5 – Beach, shore, bank of a body of 

water) 

 12.5 Beach, shore, bank of a body of water 
The land above the outer edge of an ocean or other body of water, denoted 
by a build-up of sand, stone, or gravel deposited by tide or waves 
• foreshore, sand dunes, stop bank 
• edge of water 

 12.6 Forest, bushland, national forest 
• natural, dense growth of trees, plants, shrubs or underbrush covering 

large area. 
• may be protected area for the preservation of its natural environment 
• national park, crownland, jungle, woods, thickets, scrub, scrubland 
• paths, tracks, hiking trails – not designed or maintained for sporting 

purposes 
Excludes: 
• recreation trail, track for sport, exercise or recreation (5.10 – Recreational 

trail, track) 
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 12.7 Desert, outback 
• isolated areas of road, trials – little population or assistance available 
• a dry, barren often uncultivated and sandy area of land often 

experiencing little rainfall, extreme temperatures and sparse flora 

 12.8 Remote or undeveloped place  
• area of undeveloped and/or uninhabited land 
• area of land that is remote from any civilisation 

 

 

May be located in the middle of a populated area and just not utilised 
or developed, such as vacant or unused land in suburb 

 12.9 Base of precipice, cliff 
• rocks, solid ground, crag 
Excludes: 
• water (12.1 – Area of still water, 12.2 – Stream of water, 12.3 – Large area 

of water) 
• beach or shore of river, ocean (12.5 – Beach, shore, bank of a body of 

water) 

 12.10 Drain, channel 
• drainage channel alongside road 
• storm water drain 
• irrigation channel/drain 

 12.11 Dry creek or river bed 
• creek or river bed with no water (running or still) 
Excludes: 
• water (12.1 – Area of still water, 12.2 – Stream of water, 12.3 – Large area 

of water) 

 12.12 Lookout, viewpoint 
• area designed for the observation or viewing of a scenic panorama  
• fire lookout tower 

 12.13 Glacier 
• body of dense ice constantly moving under its own weight  

 12.14 Hot springs, thermal pool 
• produced when geothermally heated groundwater, mud etc. is forced to 

the surface 
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 98 Other specified place of occurrence 

 

 98.1 Wharf, pier, jetty 
Place of anchoring of securing of watercraft 
• structure projecting into water from land 
• ferry terminal, port authority 
• a place where boats and ships can anchor providing security, protection 

and access for loading and loading 

 98.2 Bridge, overpass 
• over water, road, land 
• elevate pedestrian walkway or overpass 

 98.3 Aircraft 
• location is actually within an aircraft while in the air 
• plane, aeroplane, airplane, ultra-light plane, helicopter, hang glider, 

glider 
Excludes: 
• if on the ground, either by landing or crashing, must be coded as 

appropriate:  
(7.2 – Airport, aerodrome), (5 – Sports and athletics area) 

 
•  

 98.4 Watercraft 
Location is actually on a watercraft while underway or unanchored 
• boats, ship, vessel, carrier, cruise ship, yachts, barge, ferry  
Excludes: 
• if anchored, must be coded as appropriate:  

(12.3 – Large area of water), (98.2 – Wharf, pier, jetty) 

 98.5 • Land vehicle 

  Land vehicle, not being used for transport at the time and is not a residential 
home 
• car, bus, truck, tram, train 
Excludes: 
• if the land vehicle is being used for transportation, the location must be 

coded as appropriate: garage (1.x – Home), (6.5 – Rest area, parking bay), 
(12.8 – Remote or undeveloped place)  
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 98.6 Boat ramp 
• area designated for the launching and docking of a boat from a 

waterway 
• may be formal (concrete and monitored by relevant authorities) or 

informal (area along a river commonly used) 

Validation rule • 888 – Still enquiring is not valid for closed cases. If the location is unknown at the 
time of case closure, ensure it is coded as 999 – Unlikely to be known 
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LOCATION – CODING TIPS 
The following information should be used as a guide for any or all of the location data fields: 

• Location – Incident 
• Location – Last seen alive 
• Location – Death 
• Location – Body found 

If the entire event involved several locations, select the appropriate location for each data item. 

Coding Example: collision on a road results in the vehicle sliding into a river – COD: drowning 

Incident Death 

• 6 – Transport area: Public highway, freeway, 
street or road 

• 6.1 – Roadway 

• 12 – Countryside 
• 12.2 – Stream of water 

 

If one event involves several locations, select the location where the event started 

What does a location include? 

Unless otherwise stated Location categories refer to the whole entity within which the injury occurred 
in preference to only part of any entity 

This includes grounds, outbuildings, driveways etc. of primary location or structure for example, an 
injury occurring in school playground should be coded to 4 – School, education area rather than 10 – 
Recreational area, cultural area, or public building) 

Location and Incident activity details codes 

Location codes are used in conjunction with activity codes to provide information on what the 
deceased was doing at the time the incident occurred for example, a council worker injured in 
recreational area whilst working for income can therefore be differentiated from child injured while 
playing in the park 

Location code for a drowning death 

When event occurs in water, such as a ‘drowning’, location must be water source for example 
• 12.1 – Area of Still Water (farm dams, ponds, puddle of water) 
• 12.2 – Stream of Water (river, creek, stream, canal, flooded area) 
• 12.3 – Large Area of Water (lake, sea, ocean, bay, public dam, reservoir, estuary) 
• 5.3 – Public Swimming Centre 
If water source is part of a larger entity, such as backyard pool, then location should describe larger 
entity, such as a House. DO NOT use 12.5 – Beach, Shore, Bank of a Body of Water to describe water 
source for a drowning. This code refers to the land parallel to the water, such as a riverbank or beach. 
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Other place of occurrence coding 

In some cases, more than one location code may describe where the incident or death occurred. The 
flowchart below should be used as a guide when deciding which location code is most appropriate. 

TIPS ON USING THE OTHER PLACE OF OCCURRENCE CODES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Is the location the 
home of the deceased 

or another person? 

Use code within 1 – Home or dwelling  
e.g. 1.11 – Yacht, boat 

Did the functions or 
operations of the 

vehicle contribute to 
the death? 

Use code that describes location of the 
vehicle e.g. 6.1 – Roadway,  
12.3 – Large area of water 

Would the injury/death 
have occurred in a 
different setting? 

Use the appropriate code 
e.g. 1.1 – House,  

12.3 – Large area of water 
 

Use the code from 98 – Other place of 
occurrence e.g. 98.5 – Land vehicle 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 
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Coding Examples 

Example Guidance 

Deceased choked eating dinner on a boat at sea • 98 – Other place of occurrence 
• 98.4 – Watercraft 

Deceased choked whilst eating in a restaurant • 11 – Commercial area 
• 11.4 – Hospitality venue 

Deceased died whilst sleeping on a plane during a 
flight 

• 98 – Other place of occurrence 
• 98.3 – Aircraft 

Deceased died whilst sleeping at home • 1 – Home or dwelling 
• 1.1 – House 

Deceased died from carbon monoxide poisoning 
using a petrol generator in a 4WD – the vehicle is 
being used as enclosed space and should be coded 
as the location 

• 98 – Other place of occurrence 
• 98.5 – Land vehicle 

Deceased died from carbon monoxide poisoning 
using a petrol generator in a home garage 

• 1 – Home or dwelling 
• 1.1 – House 

 

Location examples – inclusions and exclusions 

The following are not an absolute listing of inclusions and exclusions for the Locations codeset but are 
detailed to give some guidance regarding common structures, areas and settings for each code 

Unless otherwise stated, the location category refers to the whole entity in preference to any one part 
of the entity This includes grounds, outbuildings, driveways etc. of any primary location or structure 
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LOCATION ADDRESS  
Definition The physical address of the location 

Guide for use The NCIS provides coders with the ability to copy the address from previously 
completed screens. This action is only valid where the location and address are the 
same for each screen. Any variation in address must be entered individually 

 Institution 

 

 Name of the institution, facility or entity where the event occurred 
Free text, can be left blank if no such location is involved in the address 

 Street 

 

 If the Location street address is unknown, use: 

 7 Not applicable (includes resident overseas, no fixed address) 

 8 Still enquiring 

 9 Unlikely to be known 
Validation rule • 8 – Still enquiring is not valid for closed cases. If location street address is still 

unknown at time of case closure; ensure it is coded as 9 – Unlikely to be known 

 Suburb 

 

 If the Location suburb is unknown, use: 

 7 Not applicable (includes resident overseas, no fixed address) 

 8 Still enquiring 

 9 Unlikely to be known 
Validation rule • 8 – Still enquiring is not valid for closed cases. If location suburb is still unknown 

at time of case closure, ensure it is coded as 9 – Unlikely to be known 

 Postcode 

 

 If the Location postcode is unknown, use: 

 7777 Not applicable (includes resident overseas, no fixed address) 

 8888 Still enquiring 
 9999 Unlikely to be known 

Validation rule • 8888 – Still enquiring is not valid for closed cases. If location postcode is still 
unknown at time of case closure, ensure it is coded as 9999 – Unlikely to be 
known 
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 State 

 

Codeset 00 Not Applicable (includes Resident Overseas, No Fixed Address) 

01 New South Wales 

02 Victoria 

03 Queensland 

04 South Australia 

05 Western Australia 

06 Tasmania 

07 Northern Territory 

08 Australian Capital Territory 

09 New Zealand 

20 Other territories (Cocos (Keeling) Islands, Christmas Islands and Jervis Bay 
Territory) 

88 Still enquiring 
99 Unlikely to be known 

Validation rule • 00 – Not applicable is not a valid code for location address where location is an 
Australian State or Territory, use only for Residential Address 

 • 88 – Still enquiring is not valid for closed cases. If location state is still unknown 
at the time of case closure, ensure it is coded as 99 – Unlikely to be known 

 Country 

 

 Refer NCIS Data dictionary for valid codeset 

 If the Location postcode is unknown, use: 

 9888 Still enquiring 
 9999 Unlikely to be known 

Validation rule • 9888 – Still enquiring is not valid for closed cases. If location country is still 
unknown at time of case closure, ensure it is coded as 9999 – Unlikely to be 
known 

 

  

https://www.ncis.org.au/about-the-data/system-manuals/
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 Incident 

 Definition Specific location of the deceased when injured or the incident 
occurred 

 Status Mandatory 

 Reported when At any time, mandatory on case closure 

 

 Death 

 Definition Specific location where death occurred 

 Status Mandatory 

 Reported when At any time, mandatory on case closure 

 

 Last seen alive 

 Definition Specific location the deceased was last known to be alive 

 Status Advisable 

 Reported when Reported where the location differs from that of the Incident or 
Death 
Any of the other relevant data fields are completed 
• address 
• activity 
• date 
• time 

 

 Body found 

 Definition Specific location the body of the deceased was found 

 Status Advisable 

 Reported when Reported where the location differs from that of the Incident or 
Death 
Any of the other relevant data fields are completed 
• address 
• date 

• time 
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MARITAL STATUS 
Definition Marital status of the deceased at the time of death 

Status Mandatory 

Codeset 1 Never married 

2 Widowed 

3 Divorced 

4 Separated 

5 Married / de facto 

8 Still enquiring 

9 Unlikely to be known 

Guide for use 5 – Married / de facto should be applied for all de facto couples, including same sex 

Validation rule • 8 – Still enquiring is not valid for closed cases. If Marital status is still unknown at 
the time of case closure, ensure it is coded as 9 – Unlikely to be known 
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MECHANISM OF INJURY 
Definition The means, environmental event, condition or circumstance in which injury was 

sustained, including poisoning and adverse effect  

The way in which the injury resulting in death was sustained 

Status Conditional 

Codeset Refer to NCIS Data dictionary for valid codeset 

Guide for use At least one Mechanism of injury must be reported when Case type – completion  
is coded as 2 – Death due to external cause(s) 

Initially only the primary screen will be visible, the link to subsequent screens will be 
displayed upon saving the completed coding 

The coding of Mechanism of injury is acceptable for cases which the Case type – 
completion coded as Death by natural cause(s), Body not recovered or Unlikely to be 
known where external factors are documented as contributing to the death in the 
Pathology Report or Coronial Finding, smoking or the use of drugs/alcohol are 
examples of such external factors 

Note: Case type – notification does not impact on completion of the Mechanism of 
injury data fields 

If the Mechanism of injury is unknown at case closure, use: 

999 Unlikely to be known 

The Mechanism of injury coding structure is hierarchical with most of the categories 
including three levels. Each subsequent level provides a more detailed description of 
the mechanism of injury 

Level 1 Broad description of the mechanism [Blunt force]; 

Level 2 Grouping of similar mechanisms [Fall, stumbling, jumping, pushed] 

Level 3 Specific mechanism [Falling/jumping/pushed from a height: 1 metre or 
more] 

 

Injuries causing death are often the result of a sequence of events, as a result 
different types of mechanisms can be involved throughout the injury event. Each of 
these mechanisms should be coded (where feasible and appropriate) to provide NCIS 
users with enough information to ascertain and understand the entire scenario or 
sequence chain which lead to the death 

In some cases, the mechanism coding is simple and obvious, such as a gunshot. 
However, in other cases the explanation is more complex and involves more than one 
mechanism and/or object which require coding 

https://www.ncis.org.au/about-the-data/system-manuals/
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Where appropriate a secondary and third mechanism may be required to ensure that 
all contributing components are explained 

For example: 

• Slipped on floor and hit head on sink – code two mechanisms to explain how the 
deceased was injured (hitting sink) and how the incident occurred (slipping on 
floor) 

The sequence for coding an injury with multiple mechanism is as follows: 

Primary mechanism [Direct mechanism] 

• Those producing the actual physical harm, most closely linked to cause of death 

• What caused the death? 

• What was the actual mechanism which caused the injury which resulted in death? 

• Essentially, explain the COD stated by the pathologist         

Secondary 1 mechanism [Underlying mechanism] 

• Those involved at the start of the injury event 

• How was the deceased injured? 

• How did the deceased get into location/position which resulted in the injury 
causing death? 

Secondary 2 mechanism [Intermediate mechanism] 

• Any other mechanisms involved or contributing to the injury event and/or death 

• Further explanation of the Secondary 1 coding – How was the deceased injured? 

• Additional factors which contributed to the event or the actions of the deceased 
or other parties involved in the event for example, alcohol toxicity 

 The selection of Primary and Secondary 1 coding, when either 
mechanism/object could be considered the primary cause of death, should be 
based on the sequencing used by the pathologist when documenting the 
Cause of Death 
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 The coding of multiple Mechanisms of Injury for one death can often involve a shift 
in thought and logic, for example: 

Scenario Deceased died as a result of injuries sustained following a fall from 
a bridge 

Cause of death Multiple Injuries 

Guidance There are two ways in which this scenario can be coded: 
1. Sequence of events: order in which the events occurred 
2. Sequence of injury: order in which injuries resulting in death 

where sustained 
NCIS coding is based on the sequence of the injury and is aligned, 
in most cases, with Cause of death 1a (what caused the death) 

Coding option 1: 
Sequence of 
events 

Primary: Fall from height of more than 1 metre 
Secondary1: Blunt force contact with static object (ground) 
This sequence of coding actually describes how the deceased was 
injured (the fall) before it describes the cause of death injury 
(multiple injuries) 

Coding option 2: 
Sequence of 
injury 

Primary: Blunt force contact with static object (ground) 
Secondary1: Fall from height of more than 1 metre 
This sequence of coding actually describes the cause of death 
injury (multiple injuries) before it describes how the deceased was 
injured (fall) 

For NCIS coding, option 2 (sequence of injury) is the correct coding option 

Deleting Mechanism of injury coding 

The [DELETE] button of each of the Mechanism / Object coding screens allows users 
to delete the saved coding of both the Mechanism of injury and Object or substances 
producing injury 

Users may only delete the coding if all subsequent coding has already been deleted 
or has not been entered, that is you can only delete Primary coding if Secondary 1 
and Secondary 2 coding is already blank 

Single mechanism injuries 

Often there is only one mechanism of injury involved in an event. In these situations 
the direct and underlying mechanisms are the same and it is only necessary to code 
the primary Mechanism of injury – unless there is more than one Object or substance 
producing injury to be coded (when it is necessary to code the additional mechanism 
of injury to allow for the coding of additional objects). For example: 
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 Scenario Butcher cuts the artery in his leg while cutting up a side of beef 

Cause of death Exsanguination 

Guidance The cutting of the leg is the direct (and only mechanism). This only 
needs to be coded once 

Primary mechanism 

Level 1 Piercing, penetrating force 

Level 2 Scratching, cutting, tearing, severing 

Level 3 Cut, slice, slash 
 

Multiple mechanism injuries  

Often the injury is more complex, involving many separate or interconnected events, 
actions, objects and substances. The coding of these events is also more complex 

The complexity can result from the need to code out all three possible Mechanisms 
of Injury (or three separate Objects or Substances) or from difficulty in actually 
determining the appropriate mechanisms to code and order in which to code them. 
For example: 

Scenario A woman trips over an appliance cord and hits her head on a 
counter 

Cause of death Head Injury 

Guidance There are two mechanisms resulting in injury: 
• Primary (direct): contact with counter (action that caused 

physical harm) 
• Secondary (underlying): tripping over cord (action that starts 

the injury event) 

Primary mechanism 

Level 1 Blunt Force 

Level 2 Contact with Object or Animal 

Level 3 Contact with Static Object 
 

Secondary mechanism 

Level 1 Blunt Force 

Level 2 Falling, Stumbling, Jumping, Pushed 

Level 3 Falling/Stumbling by tripping on same level 
 

 

 
Coding Tip for falls 
When coding falls and trying to determine the sequence of coding versus the 
sequence of events is: It is not the fall but the landing that matters as it is the 
cause of injury 
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Coding Tip for drowning 
When coding a drowning is that you don’t drown by simply falling into water; 
you drown because you stay in the water 

 Transport related injuries 

If the mechanism of injury is coded to Transport injury event – the Vehicle Details 
module must also be completed. This module contains four additional data fields 
which are only displayed for cases coded as vehicle crashes. The data fields are: 

 • Mode of transport 

 • Counterpart 

 • Context 

 • User 

 The Vehicle Details module provides basic information about all transport related 
injuries, which are among the leading causes of injuries resulting in death. This 
module is designed to collect data about circumstances in which these deaths occur 

Code all injuries that involve a device designed and being used primarily for 
conveying persons or goods from one place to another, at the time of injury. Always 
code all four data fields 

 Transport devices include: 

• land vehicles: operates on land; including on or off road vehicles which may or 
may not be motor-driven 

• watercraft: operates on water; including all powered and non-powered devices 
• aircraft: operates in the air; including all powered and non-powered devices 

There is no requirement that the event occurs on a public road. However, if the 
incident involves mobile equipment (such as tractor or forklift) and does not occur as 
a result of a crash, a category other than motor vehicle crash would usually be more 
appropriate. (for example, a crushing between two vehicles should be coded as Blunt 
force / Crushing / Pinching, crushing between objects) 

 Pedestrians 

Any injury sustained whilst travelling on foot or via a pedestrian conveyance should 
be coded as a vehicle crash only if a transport device is involved as Mode of transport 
or Counterpart 

 Transport related case inclusion information 

 Cases must be coded as vehicle crashes (transport related injuries) if any of the 
following are true: 
• a transport device of any description was involved in the injury event leading to 

death 
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• the injured person was a user of the transport device or a pedestrian, including a 
user of a pedestrian conveyance such as a baby carriage or wheelchair, who was 
hit by a vehicle 

• the injured person was not the user of a transport device or a pedestrian but was 
injured by a transport device. All the following scenarios could be included: 
o person at a sidewalk café who is hit by a car that went out of control 

o swimmer hit by a boat 

o person on the ground who was injured when a plane crashed 

 Transport related case exclusion information 

 Cases must not be coded as vehicle crashes (transport related injuries) if any of the 
following statements can be applied: 
• pedestrians, or person using pedestrian conveyances, injured but there is no 

involvement of a transport device – pedestrian falling on a footpath, a skater 
colliding with a telegraph pole 

• cataclysmic event such as an earthquake, volcanic eruption, avalanche, landslide 
or other earth movement, storm or flood resulted in vehicle being moved into 
danger – death resulting from a vehicle caught in a landslide, a motorcyclist 
swept off the road by a flood 

• event was unrelated to the movement or operation of a transport device, even if 
the event occurred whilst a user of the device – a child choking whilst a 
passenger in a car 

• transport device was not in use for transport at the time of the event – vehicle 
falling onto a person whilst under repair in a garage or driveway 

 Mechanism of injury examples – inclusions and exclusions 

 The following are not an absolute listing of inclusions and exclusions for the 
Mechanism of injury codeset but are detailed to give some guidance regarding 
common examples within the codeset 

The format of the examples emulates the levels of the codeset 

 Level 1  Details number and the description of the main category 

 Level 2  Details code and description of a level 2 option for the main 
category 

 Level 3  Details the code and description of a level 3 option for the main category 
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  1 Blunt force 

 1.01 Transport injury event 

 1.01.010 Vehicle occupant 
• injury received when an occupant of a vehicle 
• car, station wagon, utility, 4-wheel drive, van, minibus 
• ute, utility/pick-up truck, work van, ambulance, motor home, truck 
• aircraft, helicopter 
Excludes: 
• person in watercraft (boat, jet ski) at time of incident (1.01.070 – 

Watercraft user) 
• motorised bicycle (1.01.030 – Pedal cyclist) 
• mobility scooter (1.01.050 – Mobility scooter user) 
• motorcycle (1.01.040 – Motorcyclist/motorcycle rider) 

 

 1.01.020 Pedestrian/swimmer 
• person on foot  
• person using a pedestrian conveyance (wheelchair, skateboard, skis, 

in-line skates, ice-skates, pram, stroller, trolley, rickshaw etc.) 
• person in water (swimmer, water skier) who is hit by a watercraft 

 

 1.01.030 Pedal cyclist 
• rider or passenger on a bicycle, push bike, rickshaw etc. 
• powered and unpowered 

 

 1.01.040 Motorcyclist/motorcycle rider 
• rider or passenger  
• motorcycle, scooter, moped 
• motorcycle with sidecar 
• quad bike, ATV 

 

 1.01.050 Mobility scooter user 
• all types of mobility scooters – all terrain, footpath, portable, power 
Excludes: 
• foot powered scooter, skateboard, etc. (1.01.020 – 

Pedestrian/swimmer) 
• motorcycle (1.01.040 – Motorcyclist/motorcycle rider) 
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 1.01.060 Occupant out of vehicle 
• driver or passenger who falls out of transport vehicle/device 
• driver or passenger who exits vehicle to open gate 
• driver or passenger who is run over by the vehicle in which they were 

traveling just prior to the incident (for example, jumps from moving 
vehicle) 

Excludes: 
• occupant (driver or passenger) within vehicle at time of incident 

(1.01.010 – Vehicle occupant) 
 

 1.01.070 Watercraft user 
• person in a watercraft (boat, jet ski) at the time of incident 
• driver or passenger within a watercraft vehicle 

 1.02 Contact with object or animal 

 1.02.010 Contact with moving object  
• hit/struck by sports equipment (for example, hockey stick) or blunt 

weapon 
• struck or hit by an object that is moving either assisted or on its own 

accord 
Excludes: 
• person moving in front of a moving object (1.02.040 – Struck by 

moving object before which person moved/was moved) 
• continuous movement against skin (1.06 – Abrading, rubbing) 
• shot (2.02.020 – Shot by firearm, gun, 2.02.030 – Shot by bb or pellet 

gun,  
2.02.040 – Shot by other weapon) 

 

 1.02.020 Contact with static object, stationary object 
• contact with an object that does not move of its own accord: 

o ground, tree, building 
o hitting head on counter, walking into a wall 

Excludes: 
• walking into a wall and being injured by falling down (1.05.030 – 

Other falling/stumbling/jumping/pushed on the same level) 
 

 1.02.030 Struck by thrown or falling object  
• object falling from its original position 
• falling rock, tree, branch 
• object thrown, propelled or moved by external force: 
• thrown rock, stick 
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 1.02.040 Struck by moving object before which person moved/was moved  
• person moving in front of a moving object: 
• hit by a ball as moving to catch it 
Excludes: 
• motor vehicle accidents (1.01 – Transport injury event) 
• person not moving, but hit or struck by a moving object (1.02.010 – 

Contact with moving object) or by a thrown object (1.02.030 – Struck 
by thrown or falling object) 

• 2.02.020 – Shot by firearm, gun 
• 2.02.030 – Shot by bb or pellet gun 
• 2.02.040 – Shot by other weapon 

 

 1.02.050 Contact with animal: non-piercing and non-penetrating 
• person bumped, stepped on, struck or kicked by animal: 

o livestock stampede, crow or bird diving at head of deceased 
Excludes: 
• being bitten, stung or clawed by an animal (2 – Piercing, penetrating 

force) 
 

 1.02.060 Ejected from vehicle 
• Occupant of vehicle who is ejected during collision 

 

 1.02.070 Ensnared, trapped by object 
•  pinned under an object which has fallen 
• injuries sustained as a result of being stuck within a machine or object 
Excludes: 
• crushing injuries (1.04 – Crushing) 
• injuries from compression of airway or chest (5.01.030 – External 

compression of airway, chest) 
 

 1.02.080 Injuries sustained during assault, nec 
•  where source of injuries is unknown although sustained during 

assault 
• multiple mechanisms utilised during assault 

 

 1.03 Contact with person 
• Application of bodily force 

 

 1.03.040 Shaken or thrown by another person 
• Baby or child shaken by adult or another person 
• Baby or child thrown against an object 

 

 1.03.050 Bodily contact during sport 
•  Injuries sustained whilst engaged in sport or sporting activities 
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 1.05 Falling, stumbling, jumped, pushed 
• injuries caused as a result of being pushed by a person 
• falling while being carried (for example, being dropped) 
• jump from a height, with intention of self-harm 
• injuries caused as a result of being pushed by a person 

  Injuries resulting from falling, stumbling, jumping, or being pushed 
usually result from the landing or contact with an object following 
the fall. Therefore, in most cases, the “falling” should be coded as a 
secondary mechanism (landing as the primary mechanism) 

 1.05.030 Other falling/stumbling/jumping/pushed on the same level  
• falling after bumping against an object 
Excludes: 
• crushed or pushed by a crowd or stampede (1.04.020 – Crushing 

between persons) 
 

 1.05.040 Falling/stumbling/jumping/pushed from a height: less than 1 metre  
• dropping from a height less than 1 metre 
• falling from a child’s bicycle, push bike 

 

 1.05.050 Falling/stumbling/jumping/pushed from a height: 1 metre or more 
• dropping from a height more than 1 metre, including steps or stairs 
• striking or hitting an object when jumping or diving 
• falling from horse, falling from a building or structure  
• dropped while being carried by an adult 
Excludes: 
• free fall from stairs if known to be 1 metre or more (1.05.050 – 

Falling/stumbling/jumping/pushed from a height: 1 metre or more) 
 

 1.05.070 Falling/stumbling/jumping/pushed from a moving vehicle 
• from any vehicle in motion at time – car, motorbike, boat 
• following collision – as long as vehicle was moving at time of collision 
• falling from watercraft following extreme movement of the craft – not 

caused by wave 
Excludes: 
• jumping from motor vehicle which is not in motion (1.05.080 – 

Falling/stumbling/jumping/pushed from a stationary vehicle) 
• boating incidents resulting from exposure to a wave (8.03.040 – 

exposure to wave) 
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 1.05.080 Falling/stumbling/jumping/pushed from a stationary vehicle 
• from any vehicle not motion at time – car, motorbike, boat 
• following collision – where vehicle was moving at time of collision 
Excludes: 
• jumping from motor vehicle whilst it is in motion (1.05.070 – 

Falling/stumbling/jumping/pushed from a moving vehicle) 
• boating incidents resulting from exposure to a wave (8.03.040 – 

exposure to wave) 
 

 1.05.090 Fall or collapse due to medical event 
• collapse following health event – cardiac, respiratory, spontaneous 

fracture, stroke 
 

 2 Piercing, penetrating force 

 2.01 Scratching, cutting, tearing, severing 

 2.01.030 Cut, slice, slash 
• a cut or slice injury to the skin, without deep penetration 
• injury without deep penetration of the wound or injury 
Excludes: 
• injury by animal (1.02.050 – Contact with animal: non-piercing or non-

penetrating, 2.01.020 – Scratched or clawed by an animal)  
• scratch or clawed by person (2.01.010 – Scratched or clawed by a 

person) 
• being stabbed (2.02.010 – Stabbed) 
• bitten by person (2.03.010 – Bitten by person); Being bitten by an 

animal (2.03.020 – Bitten by non-venomous animal, 2.03.030 – Bitten 
by venomous animal) 

• being cut, sliced, or slashed by machinery (3.02 – Contact with 
machinery) 

 

 2.01.050 Sever, hack off 
• severing of a body part 

 

 2.02 Puncturing, stabbing 

 2.02.010 Stabbed 
• cut with deep penetration of wound or injury site 
• stabbed with a knife, sword or other sharp-edged instrument 
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 2.02.020 Shot by firearm 
• shot 
• struck by a bullet or other projectile from a gun using a powder or 

explosive charge: 
o Bullet, rocket etc. 

Excludes: 
• 2.02.030 – Shot by bb or pellet gun 
•  2.02.040 – Shot by other weapon 

 

 2.02.030 Shot by bb or pellet gun 
Excludes: 
• 2.02.020 – Shot by firearm, gun 
• 2.02.040 – Shot by other weapon 

 

 2.02.040 Shot by other weapon 
• arrow from bow and arrow, crossbow etc. 
• slug from a spring-operated weapon 
Excludes: 
• 2.02.020 – Shot by firearm, gun 
• 2.02.030 – Shot by bb or pellet gun 

 

 2.02.050 Impaled, pierced by animal or object 
• penetration of the body by an animal or object such as pole, post, 

horn, antler, tusk 
Excludes: 
• biting, stinging or invenomating by animal (2.03.x – Biting, stinging, 

invenomating) 
 

 2.02.060 Exsanguination from injury, trauma 
• bleeding from a ruptured abscess in skin 
• bleeding from a ruptured blood vessel 
Excludes: 
• injury caused by scratching, cutting, tearing, severing (2.01 – 

Scratching, cutting, tearing, severing) 
• injury caused by stabbing (2.02.010 – Stabbed) 
• injury caused by gunshot (2.02.020 – Shot by firearm, gun) 

 

 2.03 Biting, stinging, invenomating 

 2.03.020 Bitten by non-venomous animal 
• bitten by horse, shark, dog, etc. 
Excludes: 
• human bite (2.03.010 – Bitten by person) 
• a bite that has become infected or causes death– not an injury 
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 2.03.030 Bitten by venomous animal 
• bitten by venomous snake 

 

 2.03.040 Bitten by non-venomous insect or other invertebrate 
• bitten by non-venomous spider 
• bitten by a mosquito 

 

 2.03.050 Bitten by venomous insect or other invertebrate 
• bitten by bee, wasp 
• bitten by venomous spider 
• bitten by jellyfish  
• anaphylactic shock following a bee sting, etc. 

 

 3 Other mechanical force 

 3.01 Struck by explosive force  

 3.01.010 Exposure to chemical explosion 
Resulting from a mixture of compounds which upon application of heat 
or shock – explode yielding gas, fumes and heat 
• as a result of volatile chemicals 
• explosions of fuel tanks, rocket engines 
• military weapon such as land mine 
• fireworks 

 

 3.01.020 Exposure to explosion of ruptured or pressurised materials/objects 
Decompression of machinery, objects or materials resulting from pressure 
• bursting of container (sealed/partially sealed) due to internal pressure  
• objects/debris projected by a blast or explosion 

 

 3.98 Other mechanical force 

 3.98.010 Loss of traction for vehicle 
• aquaplaning, hydroplaning 
• fishtailing 
• skidding of vehicle wheels 
• resulting in loss of vehicle control 

 3.98.020 Exposure to unsafe road conditions 
• road surface damaged or in poor repair 
• traffic control devices absent or inadequate to control flow or course 

of traffic 

 3.98.030 Exposure to unsafe, unroadworthy or defective vehicle or vehicle 
components 
• vehicle which is mechanically unsound 
• wheels, tyres (tires) unsafe, worn, low tread, peel off 
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 3.98.040 Exposure to substandard, unsafe equipment 
• equipment not maintained or in disrepair 

 3.98.050 Failure of structural integrity 
• equipment disintegrates or breaks apart whilst in use 
• Equipment not suitable for activity or work being undertaken 

 

 4 Thermal mechanism 

 4.01 Heating 

 4.01.010 Contact with hot liquid, steam, other hot gas 
• hot water in a bath, bucket, or tub, running out of a hose or tap  
• water/liquids heated on a stove 
• inhalation of hot air or gas 
Excludes: 
• burning liquid (4.01.030 – Contact with fire or flame) 
• 4.01.060 – Inhalation of smoke from burning object/substance 
• molten lava (8.04.010 – Exposure to volcanic eruptions) 

 

 4.01.030 Contact with fire or flame  
• contact with uncontrolled and/or uncontained fire or flames: 

o bush fire, forest fire 
• contact with controlled fire or flames: 

o Campfire, fire in a fireplace or stove 
• ignition of flammable material:  

o clothing or nightwear 
• contact with fire or flame generated by nature:  

o lightning strike 
• contact with fire or flame following a blast or explosion 
Excludes: 
• molten lava (8.04.010 – Exposure to volcanic eruptions) 

 

 4.01.040 Exposure to excessive heat: natural source  
• heatstroke, sunstroke, hyperthermia 

 

 4.01.050 Exposure to excessive heat: man-made source 
• body heat generated by artificial means: 

o confined in an overheated room 
 

 4.01.060 Inhalation of smoke from burning object/substance 
• smoke inhalation 
• inhalation of products of combustion – furniture, carpet etc. 
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 4.01.070 Self immolation 
• self-harm by fire 
• self-sacrifice by fire 

 

 4.02 Cooling 

 4.02.010 Exposure to excessive cold/cooling: natural source  
• body coldness generated naturally 
• frostbite, hypothermia, exposure 

 

 4.02.020 Exposure to excessive cold/cooling: man-made source 
• body coldness generated by artificial means: 
• contact with or inhalation of dry ice, liquid air, nitrogen or hydrogen 
• prolonged exposure to a deep freeze unit 

 5 Threats to breathing 

 5.01 Mechanical threat to breathing 

 5.01.010 Hanging  
Asphyxia due to compression of neck structures by ligature tightened by 
weight of the body. Death may be due to reflex cardiac arrest, occlusion 
of the blood vessels of the neck or airway obstruction. Unconsciousness 
may occur very rapidly, with death following shortly after. Fractures of 
neck structures may occur, including the hyoid bone, thyroid cartilage 
and cervical spine 

• suspension from a height or object result in cessation of breathing or 
neck compression 

Excludes: 
• fall from a height (unless caught in an object resulting in hanging due 

to fall) 
 

 5.01.020 Strangling/strangulation 
Asphyxia characterised by external pressure on structures of the neck by 
either manual means (one or both hands, forearms or other limbs) or 
ligature means. May be seen in cases of auto-erotic asphyxia. Injuries may 
include petechial haemorrhages 
• compression of the windpipe or preventing the action of breathing:  
• autoerotic asphyxia 

 5.01.030 External compression of airway, chest  
Traumatic asphyxia. The application of external force resulting in 
impediment of breathing 

• effects of cave-in, crushing of chest by steering wheel 
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 5.01.040 Inhalation or ingestion of object/substance 
Blockage of internal airways by substance or object inhaled or swallowed. 
May result in hypoxia (lack of oxygen) or reflex cardiac arrest 

• blockage of airways due to an object or substance not normally 
present: 

• choking on food, toy, gastric contents, vomit 
Excludes: 
• carbon monoxide poisoning (6.01.020 – Poisoning by other substance 

(not pharmaceutical)) 
 

 5.01.050 Suffocation from object covering mouth and nose 
Mechanical occlusion of the mouth or nose resulting in restriction or 
decreased ability to breathe adequately enough to sustain life 

• suffocation by covering of all or part of face resulting in hindrance of 
breathing function  

• putting a pillow or plastic bag over face/head 
 

 5.01.060 Bed sharing, co-sleeping 
Sharing a sleep surface or area with an infant or baby (usually to 12 mths)  

o Bed sharing usually refers to sleeping on the same surface (for 
example, the mattress) as the baby. 

o Co-sleeping usually refers to the baby sleeping within close 
proximity to the other person (for example, in the same room) 

• infant or child sharing a bed with at least one adult 
 

 5.01.070 Positional asphyxia 
Also known as postural asphyxia 

Deaths where the position of the deceased prevents them from breathing 
adequately enough to sustain life. Often associated with alcohol and/or 
drug. May result from the position of the mouth, neck or airways 

• position or location prevents breathing adequately enough to sustain 
life 

• position restricting breathing whilst sleeping 
• position restricting breathing following an event such as a MVA, fall 
• various techniques used for physical restraint 
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5.01.080 Unsafe sleep environment 
Infant’s sleep environment containing potential dangers which may result 
in the death of the child 
• inappropriate sleeping surface such as beanbag, sofa, couch, pillow,

cushion
• use of bumper pads or inappropriate bedding which can result in

suffocation
• proximity of sleeping surface to risks of suffocation, hanging or

overheating

5.02 Drowning/near drowning 

Key considerations related to a drowning/near-drowning include: 
• was the deceased alive or dead before entry into the water?  if deceased prior

to entry into water – should death be coded as a drowning?
• why did the deceased get into the water in the first place?
• why was the deceased unable to survive in the water?
Relevant terminology
• drowning = asphyxia by immersion in a liquid
• immersion = the state of being in a liquid
• the diagnosis of a drowning can be difficult and is essentially a diagnosis of

exclusion as although there are some classical signs, there are no specific signs
of a drowning

5.02.020 Drowning/near drowning while in a body of water 
Events involving drowning where deceased was in water prior to event 
• swimming in pool or ocean

5.02.040 Drowning/near drowning after intentionally entering water 
Events involving drowning where deceased has voluntarily entered water 
for purpose of self-harm 
• intentional drowning

5.02.050 Drowning/near drowning following a vehicle incident 
• trapped in a vehicle landing in water following an accident or crash 
Excludes:
• trapped in vehicle caught in a flood, raging river or landslide
(5.02.080 – Drowning/near drowning resulting from flood)
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 5.02.060 Drowning/near drowning following an assault 
• drowning as the result of an intentional act by a third party 
Excludes: 
• drowning whilst swimming (5.02.020 – Drowning/near drowning while 

in a body of water) 
• drowning as a method of self-harm (5.02.040 – Drowning/near 

drowning after intentionally entering water) 
 

 5.02.070 Entangled or snared below water surface 
• drowning as a result of being trapped or caught up in debris, plants 

under the water surface 
Excludes: 
• drowning whilst swimming without entanglement (5.02.020 – 

Drowning/near drowning while in a body of water) 

 5.02.080 Drowning / near drowning resulting from flood 
•  drowning as the result of being in an area which has been flooded 

due to storm or rising water 
Excludes: 

• drowning whilst swimming (5.02.20 – Drowning/near drowning while 
in a body of water) 

 

 5.03 Threat to breathing from low oxygen environment 

 Decreased oxygen concentration in the respired atmosphere. May be result of 
substance replacing oxygen in contained area such as a plastic bag or room 

• situated in a site that has a distinct lack of oxygen: Scuba diving 
Excludes:  
• 4.01.060 – Inhalation of smoke from burning object/substance 
• confinement in a plastic bag (5.01.050 – Suffocation from object covering 

mouth and nose) 
• gassing with exhaust fumes (6.01.020 – Poisoning by other substance (not 

pharmaceutical) 
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 5.04 Anaphylaxis 

 • anaphylactic shock  
• resulting from multi-system hypersensitivity to one or more allergens: 

o food 
o medication 
o other substances such as latex 

Excludes: 
• 2.03.020 – Bitten by non-venomous animal 
• 2.03.030 – Bitten by venomous animal 
• 2.03.040 – Bitten or stung by non-venomous insect or other invertebrate 
• 2.03.050 – Bitten or stung by venomous insect or other invertebrate) 

 

 5.05 Physical restraint 

 • Forceful physical confinement or control of the deceased via methods such as 
body weight, handcuffs, ropes, straps etc. 

 

 6 Exposure to chemical or other substance 

 • accidental drug overdose  
• poisoning of unspecified intent 
• intentional poisoning 
Excludes: 
• administration of drugs for therapeutic or prophylactic reason in correct 

dosage (20.01 – Adverse effects related to drugs, medicaments or biological 
substances) 

 

 6.01 Poisoning by chemical or other substance 

 6.01.010 Poisoning by pharmaceutical substance 
Poisoning or toxicity by a substance which is listed within the 
pharmaceutical substance for human use codeset 

The method of consumption, form of the substance (powder, tablet, gas 
etc.) or number of substances consumed do not affect the coding 

• ingestion of prescribed medication or illicit drugs 
• multiple drug classes, alcohol and drug combinations 
Excludes:  
• poisoning by chemicals or gases (6.01.020 – Poisoning by other 

substance (not pharmaceutical) 
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 6.01.020 Poisoning by other substance (not pharmaceutical) 
Poisoning or toxicity by a substance which is not listed within the 
pharmaceutical substance for human use codeset 

• inhalation of poisonous gas (aerosols, pesticides) 
• poisoning by motor vehicle exhaust gases 
• inhalation of chemical dust molecules 
• ingestion of poison (petrol, weed killer, cyanide, strychnine, toluene) 
Excludes: 
• poisoning by drugs (6.01.010 – Poisoning by pharmaceutical 

substance) 
 

 6.01.040 Intoxication causing driving impairment 
Transport vehicle in use at time of injury 

Alcohol/drug considered to be a factor in driving ability of the deceased 
or others involved for example, recreational drugs detected or alcohol 
under legal limit. If over legal limit, code as Poisoning by pharmaceutical 
substance 

• alcohol or drugs considered to be a factor in the driving ability of the 
deceased or others involved; although toxicology levels were within 
safe or legal parameters 

 

 6.01.050 Intoxication causing impaired judgement 
Transport vehicle not in use at time of injury 

Alcohol/drug considered to have impacted on deceased’s ability to make 
a rational decision at the time of the incident for example, recreational 
drugs detected or alcohol under the legal limit 

• self-harm (hanging etc.) 
• risk taking behaviour 

 

 6.01.060 Alcoholic disease 
Prolonged and/or excessive use of alcohol contributed to 
disease/condition causing death. factors which may influence 
development of disease include: predisposition (genetics), personal 
susceptibility and toxicity of alcohol (ethanol) to liver 

• disease attributed to excessive drinking of alcohol 
 

 6.01.070 Food poisoning 
• exposure to food contaminated with viruses, bacteria or toxins etc. 

 

 6.02 Corrosion by chemical or other substance 

  • tissue or organ damage due to effects of exposure to chemical 
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(strong acid, alkali) 

 

 7 Physical over-exertion 

 • extreme activity that exceeds natural thresholds of the human body (lifting 
heavy objects or weights, running a marathon, rowing) 

 

 8 Exposure to (effect of) weather, natural disaster, or other force of 
nature 

 8.01 Exposure to (effect of) precipitation 

 8.01.040 Exposure to flood 
• flood rising from remote or distant storm 
• melting snow of cataclysmic nature 
• flood caused by collapse of a dam 

 

 8.03 Exposure to (effect of) earth or ocean movement 

 8.03.010 Exposure to earthquake 
• land or underwater earthquake 

 

 8.03.040 Exposure to wave 
• tidal wave, tsunami caused by a storm, underwater earthquake  
• large or abnormal wave  
• thrown or swept from watercraft 

 

 8.04 Exposure to (effect of) eruption 

 8.04.010 Exposure to volcanic eruptions 
• fire/flame caused by lava 

 

 20 Complications of health care 

 20.01 Adverse effects related to drugs, medicaments or biological 
substances 

 20.01.010 Adverse effects in the therapeutic use of drugs, medicaments or 
biological substances during surgical/medical care  
• adverse reaction to administration of drug in correct dosage in 

therapeutic situations 
• adverse reaction to blood products administered in therapeutic 

situations 
• allergic reaction to drugs, anaphylactic reaction to drugs properly 

administered 
 

 20.01.020 Adverse effects from contaminated medical or biological substances 
• adverse reaction to administration of contaminated blood products 
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 20.01.030 Failure in dosage of drugs, medicaments or biological substances during 
surgical/medical care  
• non-administration of a necessary drug 
• adverse reaction to administration of incorrect dosage: 
• penicillin, unmatched blood products 

 

 20.02 Foreign object left in body during surgical/medical care 

  • foreign object left in during various surgical and/or medical 
procedures or treatment 

 

 20.04 Unintentional cut, puncture, perforation during surgical/medical 
care 

  • unintended and accidental injury during surgical and/or medical 
procedures or treatment 

 

 20.06 Abnormal reaction of the patient or later complication caused by 
surgical operations and other surgical/medical procedures, without 
mention of misadventure at the time of the procedure, nec  

  • infection of surgical or wound site 

 

 20.20 Other complications of health care 

 20.20.010 Absconded from health care facility 
• leaving, running away and hiding from health care facility without 

knowledge or permission of staff 
 

 20.20.020 Complications of birth process 
Difficulties experienced during the birth of a baby. Applies to either or 
both mother and baby 

• foetal distress, perinatal asphyxia, prolonged labour, inhalation of 
meconium  

• heavy or uncontrolled bleeding during or following delivery 
• tearing (uterine, vaginal, cervical or rectal) 

 

 20.20.030 Complications of pregnancy 
Difficulties experienced during pregnancy 

• gestational diabetes, preeclampsia 
• hyperemesis gravidarum (severe vomiting, dehydration) 
• iron-deficiency anaemia 
• uterine rupture 
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 20.20.040 Delayed medical care, treatment 
Delay in administration of medical care or treatment resulting in further 
complications, injuries or death 

• prolonged interval prior to transporting to treating facility 
• delay in provision of test results affecting treatment 

 

 20.20.050 Failure of care/treatment of patient 
Failure or breakdown in the provision of medical/surgical care or 
treatment resulting in further complications, injuries or death 

• failure to provide proper or appropriate care 
• inappropriate diet provided, contrary to instructions and notes 
• issues associated with physical restraint of patient 
• problems associated with transition of care, hand offs or handovers 
• problems associated with physical transfer or manual handling of 

patient 
 

 20.20.060 Inadequacies in policies and practices 
Process, policy or procedural issues affecting treatment and care  

• confusing, unclear instructions on consent forms or information 
sheets 

• failure to ensure adequate prevention measures were applied 
• failure to properly maintain medical equipment or devices 
• inadequate procedures for assessment of mental health 
• inadequate training or medical or care staff 

 

 20.20.070 Intentional removal of medical device 
Deliberate, planned or unplanned – by healthcare professional or patient. 

Removal, dislodgement, misconnection or de-attachment of a medical 
device essential for sustaining life or medical treatment 

• Re-positioning or correction of medical device 
• removal, accidental or deliberate of tracheostomy device (to cease 

treatment or end life) 
• removal of fistula, cannula required for delivery of medication 

 

 20.20.080 Missed or incorrect diagnosis 
• medical error in missing a diagnosis or incorrectly assigning a 

diagnosis 
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 20.20.090 Non-administration of surgical/medical care 
• non-administration of necessary medication 
• non-administration of necessary procedure or health care 

intervention 
 

 20.20.100 Failure of medical device 
Functional or structural faults or failure of medical device, implant or 
graft 
• injury or death which results from faulty medical or surgical 

equipment 
• obstruction of endotracheal or breathing tube 
• blocked shunt 
• failure of pacemaker 

 

 20.20.110 Refused medical treatment 
• refused medical or surgical intervention or treatment  
• may be based on religious or personal beliefs 

 

 20.20.120 Resuscitation activities (CPR) 
• sustained as consequence of resuscitation activities 

 

 20.20.130 Unintentional removal of medical device 
Accidental removal of medical device essential for sustaining life or 
treatment 
• pulling out tracheostomy during sleep or medical treatment 
• disconnection of oxygen line 

 

 20.20.140 Other medical/surgical error, nec 
Errors or mistakes made by health care workers during care or treatment, 
not elsewhere classified or defined 
• medical device incorrectly placed (for example, PEG tube, intubation 

tube) 
• surgery performed incorrectly 

 

 98 Other mechanisms of injury 

 98.01 Contact with foreign body 

  • foreign body penetrating body resulting in injury 

 

 98.02 Exposure to electricity, radiation 

  • exposure to electric current, welding light, ultra violet light, sun light, 
radiation 

 

 98.03 Exposure to sound, vibration 

  • soundwaves, infrasound waves, jackhammer 
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 98.04 Exposure to air pressure 

  • suction 
• rapid descent or ascent 
• prolonged time at high altitude 

 

 98.06 Neglect, abandonment, or lack of necessities of life 

 98.06.010 Lack of food  
• malnutrition 

 

 98.06.020 Lack of water  
• dehydration 

 

 98.06.030 Lack of food and water  
• inanition/exhaustion, dehydration, insufficient nourishment and 

starvation 
 

 98.06.040 Consequence of neglect or abandonment by carer 
Instances when the person responsible for caring for another person, 
who is unable to care for themselves, fails to do so or abandons them 

It can be a result of carelessness, indifference, or unwillingness 

Applies to non-custodial setting (for example, not within a health care 
facility, prison, government facility) 
• failure to seek medical treatment for illness, injury 
• failure to provide a safe and clean environment 
• resulting from carer deserting person within their care 
Excludes: 
• failure or inappropriate care within health care setting (20.20) 

 

 98.06.050 Inadequate care or supervision by law enforcement 
• refers to a failure to care or supervise a person whilst in custody or 

under care of law enforcement 
• applies to custodial setting (for example, police custody, prison, 

government facility) 
 

 98.06.060 Inadequate compliance with medical treatment 
• non-compliance with medical advice 
• failure to take medication as prescribed 

 98.07 Exposure to personal factors 

 98.07.010 Assisted suicide 
• suspected or possible assisted suicide 
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 98.07.020 Bullying  
• documented as the cause or a contributing factor in coronial case file 
• face-to-face confrontations, text messages or phone calls, cyber 

sources, physical abuse, emotional abuse, mental abuse 
 

 98.07.030 Distracted by personal use item 
Distraction or inattention to surroundings as a result of using a personal 
use item  
• musical device (iPod, mp3, cd player etc.) 
• mobile phone 
• hand held device (GPS, game etc.) 

 

 98.07.050 Exposure to extreme stress or emotional distress 
• emotional or psychological stress following traumatic experience 

 

 98.07.060 Exposure to immense weight 
• reflects the effect of extreme weight on the actions and intent of the 

deceased 
• being weighed down when intentionally entering the water 

 

 98.07.070 Exposure to recent surgery and/or anaesthesia 
• surgery performed during hospital stay during which death occurred 

but was not cause of death 
 

 98.07.100 Impaired driver control 
• loss of control of vehicle due to external factors 
• slippery surface of road 
• towed vehicle swerving uncontrollably 
• burst tyre 

 

 98.07.110 Mental health issue 
• documented as the cause or a contributing factor in coronial case file 
• effect of a diagnosed mental health issue on the actions or intent of 

the deceased 
 

 98.07.120 Smoking 
• documented as the cause or a contributing factor in coronial case file 

 98.08 Exposure to other factors 

 98.08.010 Inactivated or unused safety device 
• failure of safety device such as airbags to deploy  
• failure of parachute to deploy 
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 98.08.020 Inadequate safety device or precautions 
• failure of ohs standards and processes 
• inappropriate decompression during deep sea dive 
• incorrect use of seat belt 
• missing or inactive smoke detector/alarm 

 

 98.08.030 Mesothelioma, asbestosis 
• asbestosis 
• documented as the cause or a contributing factor in coronial case file 

 

 98.08.040 Other industrial disease 
• diseases or conditions develop as a result of exposure in the work 

environment 
• silicosis 

 

Validation rule • 888 – Still enquiring is not valid for closed cases. If Mechanism of injury is still 
unknown at the time of case closure, ensure it is coded as 999 – Unlikely to be 
known 
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MECHANISM OF INJURY – SEARCH TIPS 
 

The NCIS offers a search facility that allows for the easy identification of a mechanism using a 
keyword, without having to read through the data dictionary or review the drop-down menu 

Searching for a mechanism of injury 

Ensure that you are on the Mechanism of injury and Object or Substance screen 

• Click on the [SEARCH] button next to the Mechanism data fields, a new screen will open 
• Enter a keyword in the free text data field 
• Click [SEARCH] 
o Applicable results will be displayed 

• Use the [SELECT] option to insert the mechanism into the data fields 
 
If the search does not display appropriate results, try using a different keyword 
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MEDICAL CAUSE OF DEATH – TEXT 
Definition Diagnosis or diagnoses relevant to the death, based on the autopsy report  

Status Mandatory 

Guide for use Based on the format of the death certificate, the breakdown of the medical cause of 
death in the NCIS is 1a, 1b, 1c, 1d, 2 and 3 

 Part 1a 

 The disease, condition, injury or complication which led directly to death  

The completion of part 1a is mandatory and should be taken directly from the death 
certificate. It may be the only entry if the cause of death was not due to, or did not 
arise as an end result of any condition or injury that occurred before the direct cause 
of death 

If the cause of death is entered as cardiac arrest, chronic renal failure, respiratory 
failure or another unspecific condition it is necessary to specify the series of events 
leading to the death 

 Part 1b, 1c and 1d  [Antecedent causes] 

 An antecedent condition is one that has a direct link to the cause of death. If it is 
believed that the condition prepared the way for the direct cause of death by 
damaging tissue or impairing function, even over an extended period of time, the 
condition, injury or complication must be recorded in the NCIS, using data fields 1b, 
1c and 1d 

On occasion two totally separate diseases, conditions or injuries may be thought to 
contribute equally to the death, in such cases that may both be entered in the same 
data field 

When the underlying cause of death is an external cause injury, information 
regarding the injury event is necessary on the death certificate which in turns allows 
the entry of the condition, injury or event into the NCIS. The information must be 
entered as the last of the antecedent causes 

 Part 2 

 Any other condition that had a significant contribution to the death (influencing the 
course of the condition) but was not directly related to the disease or condition 
causing it should be detailed in the data field Part 2 

This condition may have been previously identified or be the reason the deceased 
sought medical assistance (hypertension) or a pre-existing condition (emphysema or 
depression) or factor affecting health status and/or contact with a health service 
(smoking or alcohol abuse) 
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 Part 3 

 Any other condition that had a contribution to the death (influencing the course of 
the condition or treatment) but was not directly related to the disease or condition 
causing it should be detailed in the data field Part 3 

 Coding tips for medical cause of death 

 Post-operative deaths 
  

 If the death is a result of a post-operative complication it is important to ensure that 
the underlying condition requiring the surgery is reported as the initial condition 
initiating the series of events resulting to the death 

For example, a pulmonary embolism developed post-operatively would be reported 
as the condition leading directly to death (1a) with, the neoplasm being excised 
during the operation would be reported as the antecedent cause (1b) 

 Deaths involving pregnancy 
  

 A pregnancy contributing to death but not directly related to the condition causing 
death should be report in Part 2 

 Deaths involving external cause 
  

 Deaths resulting from external causes require the information surrounding the 
circumstances of injury to be reported. This includes the place of incident and 
activity. There is no time frame on when the injury occurred as long as there is a 
direct link between the injury or condition and the death 

 Perinatal deaths 
  

 Perinatal death certificates differ from normal death certificates in that they collect 
information regarding the obstetric history of the mother, with an expectation that 
this will allow the identification of conditions which require clinical monitoring and 
care to avoid future deaths 

Perinatal death certificates are required for a child of at least 20 weeks gestation or 
weighing 400 grams as a minimum and not born alive or a live born child which dies 
within 28 days of birth 

Data fields 1a and b are used to record diseases, conditions or injuries of the child, 
infant or foetus. The most important condition should be entered in data field 1a, as 
this would be the chief contributing condition, injury or disease to the death. The 
mode of death (heart failure or prematurity) should not be entered inter 1a unless 
this is the only condition known 

 



National Coronial Information System 

Coding manual – Version 5 – 2020 | 175 

 Data fields 1c and d are used to record diseases, conditions or injuries of the mother, 
which were a contributing factor to the death of the child. The main condition is 
entered as 1c 

Data field 2 should be used to report other conditions or circumstances considered 
to have had an impact on the death but which do not fit the definition of a condition 
or disease of either the child or mother 

The following should be taken into account: 

• congenital malformation – specify the organ or part thereof unless obvious from 
the name of the malformation.  

• birth injuries – specify the organ injured, the type of injury (tear, crush) under the 
data fields 1a or 1b (conditions of the child) and the cause of the injury 
(abnormal force of labour) under data fields 1c and 1d (conditions of the 
mother) 

• prematurity – state the complication resulting in death (immaturity of pulmonary 
system) 

Maternal conditions – specify any disease or condition diagnosed in the mother that 
was related to the pregnancy. Clarify any conditions that may not be related to the 
pregnancy (diabetes, is this gestational diabetes?) 

 Underlying cause of death 
  

 Often the death certificate states only a single cause of death and these are relatively 
simple to deal with. However, in numerous cases, two or more conditions, injuries 
and events contribute to the death and each one should be recorded on the death 
certificate 

For the purpose of the NCIS, it is practice to enter all causes of death detailed on the 
death certificate issued by the coroner. The cause detailed as the last of the 
antecedent causes (1b, 1c or 1d) is the disease or condition directly responsible for 
death and is usually referred to as the underlying cause of death. Whilst all other 
reported conditions are coded, the underlying cause of death is paramount to 
accurate mortality coding and comparable mortality data, both nationally and 
internationally 

 WHO has defined the underlying cause of death as: 

• the disease or injury which initiated the train of morbid events leading directly to 
death or  

the circumstances of the accident or violence which produced the fatal injury 

 Hence, the underlying cause of death is the disease, condition, injury, event or 
incident which, lead directly to the death and without the occurrence of which the 
patient would not have died 
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 Example: 
Male aged 83 tripped and fell over a rake in garden and fractured the neck of his 
right femur. A pin was inserted later that day. Six weeks later his condition 
deteriorated developing into staphylococcal septicaemia and dying 4 days later 

 Cause of Death 1a Staphylococcal Septicaemia [4 days] 

 Cause of Death 1b Fractured right neck of femur (pinned)  [6 weeks] 

 Cause of Death 1c tripped over rake in garden at home [6 weeks] 

 Cause of Death 1d   

 Cause of Death 2 Ischaemic Heart Disease  

 When the underlying cause of death is an external cause injury, information 
regarding the injury event is necessary on the death certificate which in turns allows 
the entry of the condition, injury or event into the NCIS 
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MEDICAL CERTIFICATE CASE 
Definition Identifies cases initially reported to the coroner and subsequently issued a medical 

certificate terminating the coronial investigation  

Status Optional 

Guide for use A tick box is provided for indication of the completion of a medical certificate for the 
death, which results in the termination of the coronial investigation 

Cases ticked as ‘Medical Certificate’ will be deleted from the NCIS as these cases are 
outside the parameters of the NCIS 

The cases should remain in the LCMS as the Coroners Court has invested resources 
in the case up until its withdrawal and this must be recognised 

There is no requirement for coders to complete the coding or sign-off the case in the 
LCMS or NCIS for Medical Certificate cases. It is unlikely that sufficient information 
will be available to complete all the mandatory data fields for cases closure 

In addition, as case will be deleted from the NCIS, the completion of the coding is 
both unnecessary and an inappropriate use of court resources 
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MODE OF TRANSPORT 
Definition Way or means by which the injured person was travelling from one place to another 

at the time of injury 

Status Conditional 

Reported when Mechanism of injury coded as 1.01 – Transport injury event 

Codeset 1 Pedestrian 

1.1 Person on foot 

1.2 Person using a pedestrian conveyance 

1.3 Swimmer 

1.4 Occupant out of vehicle 

  

2 Pedal cycle 

  

3 Other non-motorised transport device  

3.1 Animal-drawn vehicle 

3.2 Animal being ridden 

3.3 Trailer, caravan, horse float 

3.98 Other specified non-motorised transport device 

3.99 Unspecified non-motorised transport device 

  

4 Two-wheeled motor vehicle 

4.1 Motorised bicycle 

4.2 Motorcycle 

4.3 Mobility scooter, gopher 

4.4 Moped, scooter, Vespa™ 

4.98 Other specified two-wheeled motor vehicle 

4.99 Unspecified two-wheeled motor vehicle 
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5 Three-wheeled motor vehicle 

  

6 Light transport vehicle with four or more wheels 

6.1 Motor car, station wagon, minivan 

6.2 Minibus, passenger van 

6.3 Pick-up truck, utility, goods or work van, ambulance, motor home 

6.4 Light transport vehicle with four or more wheels used in sport and leisure 
activities 

6.5 Military land vehicle 

6.6 Golf buggy 

6.20 Component of land vehicle 

6.98 Other specified light transport vehicle with four or more wheels 

6.99 Unspecified light transport vehicle with four or more wheels 

  

7 Heavy transport vehicle 

7.1 Bus or coach 

7.2 Truck 

7.98 Other specified heavy transport vehicle 

7.99 Unspecified heavy transport vehicle  

  

8 Rail vehicle 

8.1 Railway train 

8.2 Streetcar, tram 

8.3 Funicular, monorail 

8.4 Railway maintenance vehicle 

8.98 Other specified rail vehicle 

8.99 Unspecified rail vehicle  
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9 Special industrial, agricultural or construction vehicle 

9.1 Special vehicle used in industry 

9.2 Special vehicle used in agriculture 

9.3 Special vehicle used in construction 

  

10 Special all-terrain or off-road vehicle 

10.1 Snowmobile 

10.2 Hovercraft operating on land or swamp 

10.3 Four wheel drive vehicle, 4x4 

10.4 Quad bike, ATV 

10.5 Recreational buggy 

10.98 Other specified all-terrain or off-road vehicle 

10.99 Unspecified all-terrain or off-road vehicle 

  

11 Watercraft 

11.1 Merchant ship 

11.2 Passenger ship 

11.3 Fishing boat, trawler 

11.4 Other specified powered (motorised) watercraft 

11.5 Sailboat, unpowered yacht 

11.6 Powered watercraft 

11.7 Jet ski 

11.10 Barge, tug boat 

11.11 Military watercraft 

11.12 Water sports equipment 

11.13 Object towed behind watercraft 

11.20 Component of watercraft 
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11.98 Other specified unpowered watercraft 

11.99 Unspecified watercraft, powered or unpowered 

  

12 Aircraft 

12.1 Powered aircraft 

12.2 Unpowered aircraft 

12.4 Space craft 

12.5 Parachute used in descent from damaged aircraft 

12.6 Parachute used in descent from undamaged aircraft 

12.7 Military aircraft 

12.10 Kiteboard 

12.20 Component of aircraft 

12.98 Other specified aircraft 

12.99 Unspecified aircraft 

  

98 Other specified counterpart 

99 Unspecified counterpart 

888 Still enquiring 

999 Unlikely to be known 

Guide for use Mandatory when Mechanism of injury (level 2) coded as 1.01 – Transport injury event. 
Coded in combination with Counterpart, Context and User 

If a vehicle is the site of event but it is not in use for transport at the time, or the 
action of transport has no influence on incident – a transport device has not caused 
or contributed to the death. Mechanism of injury must be coded as appropriate for 
injury such as fall, crushing, threat to breathing and as result, the Mode of transport 
field is not displayed 

If a transport device did cause or contribute to the death then, select the code that 
best describes the circumstances in which the injury leading to death occurred 
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 Mode of transport format 

 The Mode of transport codeset involves two (2) levels of coding for the majority of 
categories, with the second level providing a detailed description of the actual 
object 

 Mode of transport unknown 

 99 – Unspecified Mode of transport should be used when vehicle or object that the 
vehicle the deceased was travelling in is not documented in the file 

 Mode of transport unidentified 

 If the mode of transport of the deceased is unknown but the injury resulted from a 
collision, crash, wreck or other injury event involving a vehicle (car, bike etc.), code as 
the user of a vehicle 

 Multiple modes of transport 

 If the mode of transport of the deceased is not identified and more than one vehicle 
is mentioned, do not assume which vehicle the deceased occupied unless the 
vehicles are the same (for example, small cars). Instead, code 99 – Unspecified mode 
of transport 

 Boarding or Alighting from a Vehicle 

 A person boarding or alighting from a vehicle should be coded as a user of the 
vehicle 

 Compared to counterpart 

 The first 49 codes of Mode of transport codeset are identical to those of the 
Counterpart. The counterpart codeset also included additional codes for objects 
which are can only be coded as counterparts 

 Mode of transport examples – inclusions and exclusions 

 The following is not an absolute list of inclusions and exclusions for the Mode of 
transport codeset but are detailed to give some guidance regarding examples for 
each code 

If 98 – Other specified mode of transport is selected, code free text field to specify the 
exact mode of transport  
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 1 Pedestrian 
 

 1.1 Person on foot 
  Person not in a vehicle at the time of the incident: 

• person on foot 
• bystander to the operations of the vehicle at the time of the collision 
• person at the side of the road changing a tyre 

 1.2 Person using a pedestrian conveyance 

  Person not in a vehicle but utilising a conveyance such as: 
• motorised or hand-powered wheelchair 
• person riding in, pushing or pulling a pram, wheelchair or other 

pedestrian conveyance 
Excludes: 
• 4.3 – Mobility scooter, gopher 
• 4.1 – Motorised bicycle  
• 2 – Pedal cycle 

 1.3 Swimmer 

  • person in water who is hit by a watercraft 
 

 1.4 Occupant out of vehicle 

  • driver or passenger who falls out of or off transport device or vehicle (for 
example, a tractor) 

• driver or passenger who exits vehicle to open gate 
• driver or passenger who is run over by the vehicle in which they were 

traveling just prior to the incident (for example, jumps from a moving 
vehicle) 

 2 Pedal cycle 
 

  • unpowered bicycle or tricycle, push bike 
• cycle rickshaw 
Excludes: 
• 4.3 – Mobility scooter, gopher 
• 4.4 – Moped, scooter, Vespa™  
• 4.1 – Motorised bicycle 

 3 Other non-motorised transport device 
 

 3.1 Animal-drawn vehicle 

  • horse buggy or cart 
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 3.3 Trailer, caravan, horse float 

  • object or transport device which is towed behind a motor vehicle, as it is 
unable to manoeuvre without propulsion from another source for 
example, a car, 4WD 

 4 Two-wheeled motor vehicle 
 

 4.1 Motorised bicycle 

  • bicycle powered by a motor, used with or without pedal assistance from 
the rider 

Excludes: 
• 4.3 – Mobility scooter, gopher 
• 4.4 – Moped, scooter, Vespa™  
• 2 – Pedal cycle 

 

 4.3 Mobility scooter, gopher 

  • footpath scooter, buggy 
• mobility aid, similar to wheelchair but designed like a motor scooter or 

motorised bicycle 
Excludes: 
• 4.4 – Moped, scooter, Vespa™  
• 4.1 – Motorised bicycle  
• 2 – Pedal cycle 

 

 4.4 Moped, scooter, Vespa™ 

  • scooter model of motorised bicycle 
• two-wheeled scooter powered by motor with no pedal assistance from 

the rider 
Excludes: 
• 4.3 – Mobility scooter, gopher 
• 4.1 – Motorised bicycle  
• 2 – Pedal cycle 

 5 Three-wheeled motor vehicle 
 

  • motorised tricycle, motorised rickshaw 
• three-wheeled motor car 
• spider bike, spider motorcycle 
Excludes: 
• 3 wheeled ATV (10.4 – Quad bike, ATV) 
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 6 Light transport vehicle with four or more wheels 
 

 6.1 Motor car, station wagon, minivan 

  • vehicle with seating and safety (seatbelts) for up to 10 occupants 
Excludes: 
• Ute, pick-up, van (6.3 – Pick-up truck, utility, goods or work van, 

ambulance, motor home) 
 

 6.3 Pick-up truck, utility, goods or work van, ambulance, motor home 

  • ute 
• vehicles of similar size and structure – goods van, ambulance 
Excludes: 
• 10.3 – Four wheel drive vehicle, 4x4 

 

 6.4 Light transport vehicle with four or more wheels use in sport and leisure 
activities 

  • go kart 
• racing cart 
Excludes: 
• 6.6 – Golf buggy  
• 10.4 – Quad bike, ATV 
• 10.5 – Recreational buggy 

 

 6.5 Military land vehicle 

  • armoured vehicles, tank 
• personnel carrier 
Excludes: 
• 12.7 – Military aircraft 
• 11.11 – Military watercraft 
• non-military vehicle  
• privately owned military type vehicles  

 

 6.6 Golf Buggy 

  • vehicle used to transport golfer's bag, clubs and players around golf 
course or facilities 

Excludes: 
• 10.3 – Four wheel drive vehicle, 4x4 
• go cart (6.4 – Light transport vehicle with four or more wheels used in 

sport and leisure activities) 
• 10.4 – Quad bike, ATV 
• 10.5 – Recreational buggy 
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 6.20 Component of land vehicle 

  Components and parts of land vehicles independent of the vehicle as a 
whole entity 
• Door 
• Seatbelt 

 7 Heavy transport vehicle 
 

 7.2 Truck 

  • fire truck 
• semi-trailer 
• tow truck 

 

 

It is not necessary to further define the type of truck in the counterpart 
data field 

 8 Rail vehicle 
 

 8.4 Railway maintenance vehicle 

  Equipment used to construct or maintain railway tracks or lines 
• track construction equipment 
• tampers 

 9 Special industrial, agricultural or construction vehicle 

 It is not necessary to further define the type of vehicle in the counterpart 
data field 

 

 9.1 Special vehicle used in industry 

  • battery powered airport passenger vehicle 
• cherry picker 
• coal car in mine 
• forklift 
• garbage truck 
Excludes: 
• 6.6 – Golf buggy 

 

 9.2 Special vehicle used in agriculture 

  • combine harvester, harvester 
• tractor 
• self-propelled farm machinery  
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 9.3 Special vehicle used in construction 

  • bulldozer 
• digger 
• dump truck 
• mechanical shovel 

 10 Special all-terrain or off-road vehicle 
 

 10.3 Four wheel drive vehicle, 4x4 

  • 4 wheel drive (excludes passenger cars with 4 wheel drive functionality, 
but not designed for off road use) 

Excludes: 
• go cart (6.4 – Light transport vehicle with four or more wheels used in 

sport and leisure activities) 
• 6.6 – Golf buggy 
• 10.4 – Quad bike, ATV 
• 10.5 – Recreational buggy 

 

 10.4 Quad bike, ATV 

  • 3 or 4 wheeled all-terrain vehicle 
Excludes: 
• 10.3 – Four wheel drive vehicle, 4x4 
• go cart (6.4 – Light transport vehicle with four or more wheels used in 

sport and leisure activities) 
• 6.6 – Golf buggy 
• 10.5 – Recreational buggy 

 

 10.5 Recreational vehicle 

  Light vehicles, often with no body shell, operated via steering wheel and 
having car type seats  
• dune buggy 
• side-by-side vehicles (SSV) 
• ultra-light vehicle 
• utility terrain vehicle (UTV) 
Excludes: 
• 10.3 – Four wheel drive vehicle, 4x4 
• go cart (6.4 – Light transport vehicle with four or more wheels used in 

sport and leisure activities) 
• 6.6 – Golf buggy 
• 10.4 – Quad bike, ATV 
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 11 Watercraft 
 

 11.1 Merchant ship 

  • cargo ship, freighter, oil tanker 
Excludes: 
• 11.11 – Military watercraft 

 

 11.2 Passenger ship 

  Any water transport used to transport or move large numbers of people at 
one time 
• ferry 
• cruise ship, ocean liner 
Excludes: 
• 11.11 – Military watercraft 

 

 11.4 Other specified powered (motorised) watercraft 

  • houseboat 
• non-military submarine 
Excludes: 
• 11.11 – Military watercraft 

 

 11.6 Powered watercraft 

  • dinghy, runabout, tinnie (powered) 
• jet boat, power boat, motorboat 
• motorised yacht, personal powered watercraft 
Excludes: 
• 11.7 – Jet ski  
• 11.11 – Military watercraft 
• 11.13 – Object towed behind watercraft 

 

 11.11 Military watercraft 

  • aircraft carriers, cruisers, destroyers 
• amphibious vehicles 
• submarine 
Excludes:  
• non-military watercraft (11.x) 
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 11.12 Water sports equipment 

  Sports equipment utilised on the water surface and powered by the rider, 
water or wind 
• Kayak, canoe 
• paddle ski, paddle board 
• surfboard 
• wave board 
Excludes: 
• 11.7 – Jet ski 
• 12.10 – Kiteboard 
• sea biscuit, water tube (11.13 – Object towed behind watercraft) 
• sports equipment towed behind watercraft (11.13 – Object towed behind 

watercraft) 
 

 11.13 Object towed behind watercraft 

  Sports equipment utilised on water surface and powered by being towed 
behind watercraft 
• inflatable water device 
• sea biscuit, skim board 
• water tube 
Excludes: 
• sports equipment powered by rider, water or wind (11.12 – Water sports 

equipment) 
• 12.10 – Kiteboard  

 

 11.98 Other specified unpowered watercraft 

  • dingy, rowboat, raft – unpowered 
Excludes: 
• kayak, canoe, paddle ski (11.12 – Water sports equipment) 
• 12.10 – Kiteboard  
• sea biscuit, water tube (11.13 – Object towed behind watercraft) 
• sports equipment towed behind watercraft (11.13 – Object towed behind 

watercraft) 
• surfboard (11.12 – Water sports equipment) 
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 12 Aircraft 
 

 12.1 Powered aircraft 

  • airplane 
• helicopter 
• powered glider 
• ultralight plane, microlight plane 
• blimp 
Excludes: 
• balloon (12.2 – Unpowered aircraft) 
• glider, hang-glider – unpowered (12.2 – Unpowered aircraft) 
• 12.4 – Spacecraft 

 

 12.2 Unpowered aircraft 

  • balloon 
• glider 
• hang-glider 
Excludes: 
• powered glider, hang-glider (12.1 – Powered aircraft) 

 

 12.5 Parachute used in descent from damaged aircraft 

  • parachute used to jump from a damaged plane 
Excludes: 
• sky diving (12.6 – Parachute used in descent from undamaged aircraft) 

 

 12.6 Parachute used in descent from undamaged aircraft 

  • parachute used on voluntary jump 
• sky diving 

 98 Other specified mode of transport 

 Any specific vehicle, object or apparatus not previously described: 
• Ski chair-lift 
• Cable car 

 Selection of code will result in a free text field being revealed for further 
clarification 

Validation rule • 888 – Still enquiring is not valid for closed cases. If the Mode of transport is still 
unknown at the time of case closure, ensure it is coded as 999 – Unlikely to be 
known 
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MULTIPLE FATALITY EVENT 
Definition An identification number allocated to cases where the one event resulted in multiple 

fatalities 

Layout E-JJ-YYYY-NNNNN-NN-N 

Status Mandatory for MFE allocation 

Codeset E Event Flag 

JJ Jurisdiction Identifier 

YYYY Event Year 

NNNNN Event Number 

NN Event Description 

N Event Type 

Guide for use Reported when single events result in multiple fatalities 

Allocated as an amalgamation of several data fields, refer to individual data 
definitions for further information 

Event number is automatically allocated, in sequence, upon completion of the 
required data fields 
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MULTIPLE FATALITY EVENT – CREATING AND MANAGING 
 Creating a MFE 

 Access the MFE Screen by either selecting the screen from the drop down list under 
ADMIN or by selecting the [View/Update] hyperlink on the Case Detail Screen: 

• Tick ADD NEW MFE 
• Select JURISDICTION 
• Select EVENT TYPE 
• Select EVENT DESCRIPTION 
• Enter DATE OF EVENT 
• Enter EVENT TITLE 
• Enter EVENT DETAILS 
• Select CASE STATE and CASE YEAR 
• Select Cases applicable to MFE. Use [CRTL] to select more than one 
• Select [ADD] to add cases to MFE List 
• Select [SAVE] to save the MFE 
 

 Managing a MFE 

 Used to add a case to an already existing MFE 

Access the MFE Screen by selecting the screen from the drop down list under ADMIN 
or by selecting the [View/Update] hyperlink on the Case Detail Screen 

• Using the data fields at the top of the screen – Select the EVENT YEAR and 
EVENT STATE  

• Using the data fields at the top of the screen – Select the EVENT TITLE, you will 
be provided with a drop down list of all MFE’s which match your criteria 

• Once selected the bottom section of the screen will be unlocked for your use 
• Using the data fields at the bottom of the screen – Select the EVENT YEAR (note: 

Event State will be defaulted to those jurisdictions for which you have editing 
permission – most likely only your home jurisdiction). This will list all cases for 
the stipulated State and Year in the display 

• Select Cases applicable to MFE. Hold down [CRTL] to select more than one case 
at a time 

• Select [ADD] to add cases to MFE List  
• Select [SAVE] to save the MFE 
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NO OBJECT 
Definition Identifies that no particular object, substance or phenomena was involved in causing 

death 

Status Optional 

Guide for use Reported where no particular object, substance or phenomena was involved in 
causing injury or death 

Mandatory where Mechanism of injury is coded for example, where Case type – 
completion = 2 – Death by external cause(s) and there is no object or substance 
involved in the event resulting in death 

May be reported for cases with any other Case type – completion (Death by natural 
cause(s), Body not recovered, Unlikely to be known) where it is determined that an 
external factor contributed to the death and a Mechanism of Injury has been coded 

Completion of this data item indicates that no object or substance was involved in 
causing death  

For example, this applies to Mechanism of Injury categories: 
• 7 – Physical Over-Exertion 
• 98.06 – Neglect, Abandonment, or Lack of Necessities of Life 

 

  



National Coronial Information System 

Coding manual – Version 5 – 2020 | 194 

OBJECT OR SUBSTANCE PRODUCING INJURY 
Definition Objects, substances or phenomena which produces the injury(ies) causing death 

Status Conditional 

Codeset Refer to NCIS Data Dictionary for valid Codeset 

Reported  When Case type – completion is coded as 2 – Death by external cause(s) although 
may be reported for cases with other case types, when an external factor contributed 
to the death 

Guide for use At least one Object or substance producing injury must be reported where Case type – 
completion is coded as 2 – Death by external cause(s); even if it is the No object flag 

Initially only the primary screen will be visible, the link to subsequent screens will be 
displayed upon saving the completed coding 

The coding of Object or substance producing injury is acceptable for cases which the 
Case type – completion is coded as Death due to natural Cause(s), Body not recovered 
or Unlikely to be known; where external factors are documented as contributing to 
the death in the Pathology Report or Coronial Finding, smoking or the use of 
drugs/alcohol are examples of such external factors 

Note: Case type – notification does impact the completion of the Object or substance 
producing injury data fields 

If object, substance or phenomena is unknown, use: 

888 Still enquiring 

999 Unlikely to be known 

The Object or substance producing injury coding structure is hierarchical with most of 
the categories including three levels. Each level provides a more detailed description 
of the object or substance 

Level 1 Broad description of the object/substance [for example, 
Furniture/furnishing.] 

Level 2 Grouping of similar object/substance [for example, Bed, 
bedding or bedding accessories] 

Level 3 Specific object/substance [for example, Bunk bed] 
 

Injuries causing death are often the result of a sequence of events, as a result 
different types of objects or substances can be involved throughout the injury event. 
Each of these object/substances should be coded (where feasible and appropriate) to 
provide NCIS users with enough information to ascertain and understand the entire 
scenario or sequence chain which lead to the death 

In some cases, the object/substance coding is simple and obvious, such as a knife 
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However, in other cases the explanation is more complex and involves more than 
one object which requires coding 

Where appropriate a secondary and third mechanism may be required to ensure that 
all contributing components are explained 

For example: 
• Slipped on floor and hit head on sink – code two mechanisms to explain how the 

deceased was injured (hitting sink) and how the incident occurred (slipping on 
floor) 

The sequence for coding an injury with multiple objects/substances is as follows: 

Primary object/substance [Direct object] 

• Those producing the actual physical harm, most closely linked to the cause of 
death 

• What was the Object/Substance most directly responsible for the injury which 
resulted in death? 

• Essentially, explain the COD stated by the pathologist 

Secondary 1 object/substance [Direct object] 

• Those involved at the start of the injury event 

• How was the deceased injured? 

• How did the deceased get into the location/position which resulted in the injury 
causing death? 

Secondary 2 object/substance [Direct object] 

• Other objects/substances involved in the injury event 

• Further explanation of the Secondary 1 coding – How was the deceased injured? 

• Additional factors which contributed to the event or the actions of the deceased 
or other parties involved in the event for example, alcohol 

The selection of Primary and Secondary 1 coding, when either 
mechanism/object could be considered the primary cause of death, should be 
based on the sequencing used by the pathologist when documenting the 
Cause of Death 

The coding of multiple Objects/Substances for one death can often involve a shift in 
thought and logic, for example: 
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 Scenario Deceased died as a result of injuries sustained following a fall 
from a bridge 

Cause of Death Multiple Injuries 

Guidance There are two ways in which this scenario can be coded: 
1. Sequence of events: order in which the events occurred 
2. Sequence of injury: order in which injuries resulting in 

death where sustained 
NCIS coding is based on the sequence of the injury and is 
aligned, in most cases, with Cause of death 1a (what caused the 
death) 

 

Coding option 1: 
Sequence of 
events 

Primary: Bridge from which deceased fell 

Secondary1: Ground surface on which deceased landed 
 

 

 

Coding option 2: 
Sequence of 
injury 

Primary: Ground surface on which deceased landed 
Secondary1: Bridge from which deceased fell 
 

 

 

For NCIS coding, option 2 (sequence of injury) is the correct coding option 

Although it is possible to code a Mechanism of injury without coding a 
corresponding Object/Substance (tick the No Object box) it is not possible to code 
an Object/Substance without first coding the Mechanism of injury 

Deleting object or substance producing injury 

The [DELETE] button of each of the mechanism / object coding screens allows users 
to delete the saved coding of both the Mechanism of injury and Object or substances 
producing injury 

Users may only delete the coding if all subsequent coding has already been deleted 
or has not been entered for example, you can only delete primary coding if 
secondary 1 and secondary 2 coding is already blank 

Single object or substance injuries 

Often there is only one object/substance involved in an event. In these situations, the 
direct and underlying Object or substance producing injury are the same and 
therefore it may only be necessary to enter a primary object/substance or duplicate 
the object/substance coding if there is more than one Mechanism of injury entered, 
for example: 

Scenario Butcher cuts the artery in his leg while cutting up meat 

Cause of Death Exsanguination 

Guidance Cutting of leg is direct (and only mechanism). This only needs 
to be coded once 
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 Primary object/substance 

Level 1 Utensil or container 

Level 2 Cooking or Food Processing Utensil 

Level 3 Knife, NEC 
 

 

Multiple object or substance injuries 

Often the injury is more complex, involving many separate or interconnected events, 
actions, objects and substances. The coding of these events is also more complex 

The complexity can result from the need to code out all three possible 
object/substances (or three separate mechanisms) or from difficulty in determining 
the appropriate contributing factors to code and order in which to code them 

Scenario A woman trips over appliance cord and hits head on a counter 

Cause of Death Head Injury 

Guidance There are two mechanisms resulting in injury: 
• Primary (direct): contact with counter (action that caused 

actual physical harm) 
• Secondary (underlying): tripping over cord (action that 

starts the injury event) 
 

 

Primary object/substance 

Level 1 Building, Building Component, or Related Fitting 

Level 2 Building Fitting 

Level 3 Fitted Counter, Counter-top, Kitchen Top 
 

 

Secondary 1 object/substance 

Level 1 Appliance Mainly Used in Household 

Level 2 Other Household Appliance 

Level 3 Cord of Household Appliance, Extension Cord 
 

 

Nil Objects or Substance Producing Injury 

There will be certain instances where no object is required for a corresponding 
mechanism. In these cases, the No object data field must be selected. These 
mechanisms include: 
7 Physical over-exertion 

7.01 Acute over-exertion, over-extension 

7.98 Other specified physical over-exertion 

7.99 Unspecified physical over-exertion 
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98 Other specified mechanism of injury 

98.06 Neglect, abandonment, or lack of necessities of life 

98.06.010 Lack of food 

98.06.020 Lack of water 

98.06.030 Lack of food and water 

98.06.998 Other specified neglect, abandonment, or lack of necessities of life 

98.06.999 Unspecified neglect, abandonment, or lack of necessities of life 
 

Coding Tip for falls 
When coding falls and trying to determine the sequence of coding versus the 
sequence of events is: It is not the fall but the landing that matters as it is the 
cause of injury 

  

 
Coding Tip for drowning 
When coding a drowning is that you don’t drown by simply falling into water; 
you drown because you stay in the water. In most instances, drowning occurs 
within water. It is important to code the water source (such as 15.02.040 – 
Open sea, ocean) 

  

Transport Related Injuries 

The coding of Object or substance producing injury can be confusing in regards to 
transport related deaths. The role of the deceased in the event affects the coding of 
the object/substance. The main rules to be applied are: 

Deceased role Driver, rider, passenger or occupant of a vehicle 

Coding guidance Object/substance should be coded as the vehicle that the deceased was in 
(car, truck, motorcycle) 

 

 

Deceased role Pedestrian 

Coding guidance Object/substance should be coded as the vehicle that hit or collided with 
deceased (car, truck, train) 

 

 

Object/substance examples – inclusions and exclusions 

The following are not an absolute listing of inclusions and exclusions for the Objects 
or substances producing injury codeset but are detailed to give some guidance 
regarding common objects/substances within the codeset 

If any Other specified… option is selected the free text field must be completed to 
further specify the object or substance. Ensure that an appropriate and detailed code 
does not already exist. 

The format of the examples emulates the levels of the codeset 
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 Level 1  Details the number and the description of the main category 

Level 2  Details the code and the description of a level 2 option for the 
main category 

Level 3  Details the code and the description of a level 3 option for the 
main category 

  

1 Land vehicle or land transport 

1.01 Person-powered land transport 

1.01.010 Pedal cycle 
• non-motorised mountain bike, bicycle, push bike 
• adult tricycle, adult unpowered tricycle 
• pedal cycle rickshaw  
Excludes: 
• 1.03.030 – Motorised bicycle 
• 1.03.040 – Three-wheeled motor vehicle or scooter 
• 6.02.130 – Tricycle (child's) or other ride-on toy 

  

1.02 Animal-powered land transport 

1.02.020 Animal-drawn vehicle 
Excludes: 
• Animal drawn farm machinery (2.01 – Mobile machinery/special 

purpose vehicle used in agriculture) 
  

1.03 Motorised two– or three– wheeled vehicle 

1.03.010 Motorcycle 
• motorcycle with sidecar 
Excludes: 
• 1.03.030 – Motorised bicycle 
• 1.03.040 – Three-wheeled motor vehicle or scooter 
• Dirt bike (2.98.060 – Special all-terrain vehicle/off-road vehicle, 

quad bike) 
  

1.03.020 Moped, scooter, vespa 
• motorised pedal cycle, bicycle 
Excludes: 
• 1.03.030 – Motorised bicycle 
• 1.03.040 – Three-wheeled motor vehicle or scooter  
• Lightweight folding scooter (10.040.10 – Folding scooter) 
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 1.03.030 Motorised bicycle 
• electric bicycle 
• power assisted bicycle 
Excludes: 
• 1.03.030 – Motorised bicycle 
• 1.03 – Motorised two– or three– wheeled vehicle 
• 1.98.060 – Mobility scooter, gopher 
• Lightweight folding scooter (10.040.10 – Folding scooter) 

  

1.03.040 Three-wheeled motor vehicle or scooter 
• motor-driven tricycle (for adults) 
• motorised rickshaw, three-wheeled motor vehicle (tuk-tuk) 

  

1.04 Light land transport vehicle 

1.04.010 Passenger car 
• station wagon 
• minivan carrying up to 10 people 
Excludes: 
• 1.04.020 – Light truck, van, utility (ute), pick up truck 
• 1.04.030 – Four wheel drive, sport utility vehicle, jeep 

  

1.04.020 Light truck, van, utility (ute), pick up truck 
• two or four door utes (dual cabs) 
• panel van 

  

1.04.030 Four wheel drive, sport utility vehicle, jeep 
• SUV 
• 4WD off-road vehicle  
Excludes: 
• 1.04.020 – Light truck, van, utility (ute), pick up truck 
• 2.98.060 – Special all-terrain vehicle/off-road vehicle, quad bike 

  

1.05 Heavy land transport vehicle 

1.05.020 Heavy truck, nec 
• tow truck 
• dump or tipper truck  
Excludes: 
• 2.03.040 – Grader  
• 2.03.020 – Excavator, digger, mechanical shovel 
• 2.98.020 – Fire truck, fire engine 
• 2.03.030 – Front-end loader, bulldozer 
• 2.02.050 – Garbage truck 
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1.05.030 Tractor-trailer, articulated truck, 18 wheeler, rig, road train 
• b-double (tandem, tri, double, etc.) 
• lorry 
• rigid truck and trailer 
Excludes: 
• 1.05.020 – Heavy truck, nec 

  

1.06 Rail vehicle 

1.06.010 Train 
• passenger train 
Excludes: 
• cable car – not on rails (1.98.010 – Cable car, ski chair lift, ski lift 

with gondola) 
• cargo train (1.06.050 – Railway goods transport vehicle) 
• 1.06.030 – Funicular, monorail or other similar rail vehicle 

  

1.06.020 Streetcar, tram, electric car, car trolley 
Excludes: 
• 2.02.090 – Tram, truck or tub in mine or quarry 

  

1.06.040 Electricity connection for rail vehicle (inc. Pantograph) 
• wires and frames used to provide power to rail vehicle 

  

1.06.050 Railway goods transport vehicle 
• railway vehicle specifically for movement of goods and cargo 
Excludes: 
• 1.06.010 – Train 

  

1.06.060 Railway maintenance vehicle 
• vehicles used for the repair and maintenance of a rail line or 

track 
  

1.07 Parts/components of land vehicle or land transport 

1.07.010 Component of body/frame of land vehicle 
• axle, bonnet, chassis, frame of vehicle 

  

1.07.040 Exterior vehicle attachment 
• bull-bar, roof rack, bike rack, ski rack 

  

1.07.050 Fixed vehicle boom, hoist arm or lifter 
• apparatus or attachment of a vehicle which can be lifted to 

provide height and reach 
Excludes: 
• 2.02.020 – Cherry picker, mobile truck tower 
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1.07.070 Interior of land vehicle 
• dashboard, seats 
Excludes: 
• 1.07.060 – Interior of bus, coach 

  

1.07.150 Vehicle seatbelts, deploying airbags 
Excludes: 
• 6.01.090 – Baby or child car seat 

  

1.07.160 Vehicle towing apparatus (ball, bar, hook) 
• apparatus or attachment of a vehicle used to tow an object or 

other vehicle 

1.98 Other land vehicle or land transport 

1.98.040 Golf buggy 
A small four-wheeled vehicle designed to carry golfers and golf 
equipment around a golf course. May be used as a transportation 
vehicle in other environments however not intended for use on 
public footpaths or roadways 
Excludes: 
• 1.98.060 – Mobility scooter, gopher 
• 1.98.090 – Recreational vehicle 

  

1.98.050 Military vehicle 
Land vehicles – combat or transportation – designed for military 
use.   
Often armour plated for greater protection 
• military hummer, Humvee, armoured car 
• tank, armoured personnel carrier 

  

1.98.060 Mobility scooter, gopher 
Mobility aid, similar to a wheelchair but designed much like a 
motor scooter or motorised bicycle. The vehicle may have 3 or 4 
wheels and is usually powered by a battery and a small motor, 
usually resulting in a maximum speed of less than 10 kph 
• footpath scooter, buggy 
Excludes: 
• 1.98.040 – Golf buggy 
• 1.98.090 – Recreational vehicle 
• 1.03.040 – Three-wheeled motor vehicle or scooter  
• 1.98.080 – Motorised wheelchair 
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 1.98.080 Motorised wheelchair 
• three-wheeled motorised wheelchair 
Excludes: 
• non-motorised wheelchair (9.07.060 – Wheelchair) 

  

1.98.090 Recreational buggy 
• beach, dune, off-road buggy 
Excludes: 
• 1.98.040 – Golf buggy 
• 1.98.060 – Mobility scooter, gopher 
• 1.03.040 – Three-wheeled motor vehicle or scooter  
• 1.98.080 – Motorised wheelchair 

  

2 Mobile machinery or special purpose vehicle 

2.01 Mobile machinery/special purpose vehicle used in agriculture 

2.01.010 Auger, post-hole digger 
• animal auger or post-hole digger 

  

2.01.020 Baler 
• baler used for cotton, flax, hay, silage, straw 
Excludes: 
• 2.01.050 – Harvesting machine 

  

2.01.040 Equipment towed or powered by tractors, nec 
• cultivating equipment 
• slasher 
Excludes: 
• 2.01.030 – Bulk fertilizer spreader 
• 2.01.020 – Baler 

  

2.01.050 Harvesting machine 
• grain/cotton/sugar cane/fruit and vegetable harvester 
• combine harvester 
• animal powered machinery 

  

2.01.060 Ride on lawnmower 
Excludes: 
• 11.02.080 – Powered push lawnmower 
• 11.03.090 – Push lawnmower (unpowered) 
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 2.02 Mobile machinery/special purpose vehicle used in industry 

2.02.020 Cherry picker, mobile truck tower 
• mechanical device providing temporary access to usually 

inaccessible heights 
• aerial work platforms (AWPs), mobile elevating work platform 

(MEWP) 
• scissor lift 
Excludes: 
• 1.07.050 – Fixed vehicle boom, hoist arm or lifter 
• 11.01.030 – Crane machinery or fixed plant, 2.02.070 – Mobile 

crane 
  

2.02.070 Mobile crane 
Excludes: 
• 11.01.030 – Crane machinery or fixed plant 

  

2.02.080 Street sweeper/cleaner 
• machine used to clean or sweep public streets, footpaths etc. 
Excludes: 
• person manually sweeping or cleaning streets, footpaths 

(8.03.010 – Broom, mop) 
  

2.03 Mobile machinery/special purpose vehicle used in construction 

2.03.010 Cement/concrete truck 
• cement mixing and transport truck, cement mixed trailer 

  

2.03.020 Excavator, digger, mechanical shovel 
• machinery used to remove large areas of soil or material 

  

2.03.060 Skid loader, skid-steer loader 
• Bobcat, dingo 

  

2.98 Other mobile machinery or special purpose vehicle 

2.98.010 Ambulance 
Excludes: 
• air ambulance (4.01 – Powered aircraft or air transport) 

  

2.98.060 Special all-terrain vehicle/off-road vehicle, quad bike 
• ATV with two, three or four wheels 
• quad bike, quad cycle 
• dirt bike 
Excludes: 
• 1.04.030 – Four wheel drive, sport utility vehicle, jeep 
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 3 Watercraft or water transport 

• watercraft in recreational or transport activities 

3.01 Powered (motorised) watercraft or water transport 

3.01.020 Barge, tug boat 
• flat bottomed boat, built for to transport goods on rivers and 

canals  
• boat used to move or manoeuvre larger vessels, pulling or 

pushing 
  

3.01.030 Commercial watercraft 
Vessels for business, trade, commerce, government or research 
activity  
• dive boats, tourist or charter boats   
• water taxis, work boats   
Excludes: 
• 3.01.050 – Ferry used for short trips across closed waters (e.g. 

small lake, minor river) 
• 3.01.060 – Fishing boat, trawler 
• 3.01.100 – Merchant ship, cargo ship, oil tanker 
• 3.01.130 – Passenger ship, passenger line, ocean liner 

  

3.01.040 Dinghy, runabout (powered) 
• small boat (powered), usually between 2 and 6 metres long 
• row boat, rubber duck (Zodiac®) with outboard motor 
• tender from larger vessel 
Excludes: 
• 3.02.030 – Dinghy, runabout (unpowered) 
• Military inflatable, raiding craft (3.01.110 – Military watercraft) 

  

3.01.110 Military watercraft 
• water craft or vessels built for and operated for military 

purposes 
• aircraft carrier  
• assault boat, patrol boat, torpedo boat 
• inflatable, rubber raiding craft 
• military hovercraft, jet ski 
Excludes: 
• 3.01.140 – Submarine 
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 3.01.120 Motorised yacht, motorboat, powered boat, personal powered 
watercraft 
Vessels used for recreational activities, community activities or for 
surf lifesaving or school 
• bass boat (designed for fishing, usually with live well) 
• cabin cruiser, cuddy cabin, game boat, walkaround  
• powered catamaran 
• runabouts, bowrider, fishing boat, ski boat, wakeboard boat 
• speed boat 
Excludes: 
• 3.01.090 – Jet ski  
• 3.02.040 – Sailboat, unpowered yacht 
• vessels used in activities related to business, commerce or 

trade 
  

3.01.130 Passenger ship, passenger liner, ocean liner 
• ferry used for crossing long distances on open water 
• cruise ship 
Excludes: 
• 3.01.050 – Ferry used for short trips across closed waters (e.g. 

small lake, minor river) 
• 3.01.060 – Fishing boat, trawler 
• 3.01.100 – Merchant ship, cargo ship, oil tanker 
• water taxi (3.01.030 – Commercial watercraft) 

  

3.02 Unpowered watercraft or water transport 

3.02.010 Canoe, kayak, rowboat, pirogue, piragua 
Lightweight vessels propelled by a human 
• dugout 
• inflatable raft 
Excludes: 
• 3.01.040 – Dinghy, runabout (powered) 
• 3.02.030 – Dinghy, runabout (unpowered) 

  

3.02.030 Dinghy, runabout (unpowered) 
Lightweight vessels propelled by a human 
• row boat, rubber duck without outboard motor  
• small boat (unpowered), usually between 2 and 6 metres long  
• tender from larger vessel 
Excludes: 
• 3.01.040 – Dinghy, runabout (powered) 
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 3.02.040 Sailboat, unpowered yacht 
Vessel propelled by sails and the wind  
• cutter  
• catboat 
• ketch, schooner, sloop  
Excludes: 
• 3.01.040 – Dinghy, runabout (powered) 
• 3.02.030 – Dinghy, runabout (unpowered) 

  

3.02.050 Wave board, surfboard, paddle ski 
Boards used to ride waves, surf or propel across the sea or ocean, 
via the movement of the water or actions of the rider  
• longboard, shortboard, stand up paddleboards (SUP) 
Excludes: 
• 4.02.030 – Kiteboard 
• 3.02.060 – Windsurfer 

  

3.03 Part/component of watercraft (powered or unpowered) 

3.02.020 Boom, mast of watercraft 
• poles, or spar used upon watercraft to hold the sails and 

rigging 
  

3.02.030 Deck or cargo hold of watercraft 
• floor of any of the ship compartments or sections 
• roof of hull 

  

3.02.040 Gangway or gangplank 
• boarding plank or ramp 

  

3.98 Other watercraft or water transport 

3.98.010 Object being towed by watercraft 
• Inflatable items towed behind a boat, or other watercraft 
• Knee board, wake board 
• Water biscuit, tube 
Excludes: 
• 10.04.090 – Water ski 
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 4 Aircraft or air transport 

4.01 Powered aircraft or air transport 

4.01.010 Commercial fixed-wing powered aircraft 
Aircraft for business, trade, commerce, government or research 
activity 
Operated by airlines for profit generated by transport of 
passengers or freight 
Excludes: 
• 4.01.040 – Helicopter 
• 4.01.050 – Military powered aircraft 
• 4.01.070 – Private fixed-wing powered aircraft 

  

4.01.030 Gyrocopter, gyroplane 
• autogyro, rota plane, rotorcraft 

  

4.01.050 Military powered aircraft 
Aircraft built for and operated for military purposes 
• combat aircraft – bombers, fighters 
Excludes: 
• 4.01.040 – Helicopter 

  

4.01.060 Paramotor, paraglider 
Use back-mounted motor to provide thrust during take-off with 
use of a sail 
Excludes: 
• 4.02.010 – Non powered glider 
• 4.02.020 – Hang-glider 

  

4.01.070 Private fixed-wing powered aircraft 
• aircraft utilised for private purposes (for example, owned by 

pilot or hired by individuals) 
Excludes: 
• 4.01.040 – Helicopter 
• 4.01.050 – Military powered aircraft 
• 4.01.010 – Commercial fixed-wing powered aircraft 

  

4.01.090 Ultralight powered aircraft 
• Aircraft weighing up to 600 kg  
• Light sport aircraft, 1 or 2 seat, fixed wing aircraft 
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 4.02 Unpowered aircraft or air transport 

4.02.010 Glider 
Fixed wing aircraft supported in flight by air, not dependent on 
engine  
Launched via wheels or movement down a slope, pilot is usually 
seated 
• Rigid-wing glider 
Excludes: 
• 4.02.020 – Hang-glider 
• 4.01.060 – Paramotor, paraglider 

  

4.02.020 Hang-glider 
Fixed wing aircraft supported in flight by air, not dependent on 
engine 
Launched via pilot’s legs, pilot is usually suspended from wing 
Excludes: 
• 4.01.060 – Paramotor, paraglider 
• 4.01.090 – Ultralight powered aircraft 

  

4.02.030 Kiteboard 
Using sail and harness to use the power of wind to be propelled 
across water, land or snow 
Excludes: 
• Wake board (3.98.010 – Object being towed by watercraft) 
• 3.02.050 – Wave board, surfboard, paddle ski (SUP) 
• 3.02.060 – Windsurfer 

  

4.03 Part/component of aircraft (powered or unpowered) 

• propeller, boarding steps, machinery on aircraft 

  

5 Furniture/furnishing 

5.01 Bed, bedding or bedding accessories 

5.01.010 Bed 
• ensemble, base or mattress 
• convertible, hideaway, sofa bed 
• futon 
• waterbed 
Excludes: 
• Sheets etc (5.01.040 – Bedding, blanket, doona, duvet, sheet) 
• 5.01.050 – Bunk bed 
• 5.01.080 – Mattress, sleeping mat  
• 5.01.100 – Special bed, orthopaedic bed or stretcher 
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5.01.020 Bed mobility device (stick, lever) 
Devices and aids to assist in getting into and out of bed 
• bed cane, pole, stick, cradle, lever
• leg lifters
• overhead bar
Excludes:
• 5.01.030 – Bed rails, bed frame, bed barrier

5.01.40 Bedding, blanker, doona, duvet, sheet 
• linen – sheets, pillow cases etc.
• doona, quilt, duvet, blanket, sleeping bag
• throws, comforters
Excludes:
• 5.01.080 – Mattress, sleeping mat
• 5.01.090 – Pillow, cushion

5.01.050 Bunk bed 
• base, mattress
• ladder (when used as part of the bunk bed)

5.01.080 Mattress, sleeping mat
• where separate from a bed (frame, base)
• air or camping mattress

5.02 Chair, sofa 

5.02.030 Folding chair 
Chair or seat which can be folded for storage 
• beach folding chair

5.02.050 Medical treatment chair 
Chair or seat used for the provision of medical treatment and care 
Adjustable with locking brakes to allow patient to sit, lie or recline 
• dental chair
• dialysis chair

5.02.060 Outdoor chair, deck chair or bench
• outdoor table setting
• picnic table with attached seating

5.02.070 Reclining chair
• as part of the usual home furniture

5.02.080 Revolving chair
• office chair
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5.03 Table, stand, cupboard, shelf or partition 

5.03.030 Cabinet, cupboard, chest of drawers, dressing table, sideboard, tall 
boy 
• bureau, dresser, high boy, tall boy  
• wardrobe 

  

5.03.060 Dining room/kitchen table, kitchen bench 
• glass topped table 
• movable workbench or table 
Excludes: 
• 14.01.060 – Fitted counter, counter-top, kitchen top 

  

5.03.070 Fixtures of cabinet, cupboard, drawers 
• clothes railing, rod 
• handles, knobs 
• hinges 
• shelves 
Excludes: 
• main cupboard (5.03.030 – Cabinet, cupboard, chest of drawers, 

dressing table, sideboard, tall boy) 
  

5.04 Decoration, decorating item 

5.04.020 Decorative garden feature 
Features of a garden designed to decorate or adorn 
• arch 
• bird bath, feeder, house 
• garden edging 

  

5.04.030 Decorative house feature 
Features of a house or dwelling designed to decorate or adorn 
• arch 
• artificial flowers or plants 
• lattice, grill over doorway 
• wall or ceiling cornice 
Excludes: 
• 5.04.050 – Holiday decorations, Christmas tree 
• 5.04.080 – Picture frame, wall hanging or similar decoration 
• 5.04.070 – Ornament, bric-a-brac, knick-knack, statue, vase 

  

5.04.100 Rug, mat, loose carpet 
Excludes: 
• 14.03.010 – Wall-to-wall carpet 
• 9.07.040 – Rubber bathtub mat 
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6 Infant or child product 

6.01 Baby or child product 

6.01.010 Baby bath seat/chair 
• any other product resulting in the infant/child being 

unsupported by another person while in water 
  

6.01.110 Baby sling, wrap 
Excludes: 
• 6.01.050 – Baby carrier (back pack type) 
• 6.01.060 – Baby carrier (pedal cycle) 
• Bike trailer for child (1.01.010 – Pedal cycle) 

  

6.01.010 Baby bath seat/chair 
• any other product resulting in the infant/child being 

unsupported by another person while in water 
  

6.01.140 Cot, crib, baby bed 
• any component of an infant’s bed  
• crib, bassinet, baby bed  
• mattress or pad 

  

6.02 Toy 

6.02.030 Board game or accessory/piece 
• any component of a board game  
• dice, counters 
• houses, money, place markers 

  

6.02.100 Toy gun, cap toy, cap gun, other toy gun 
Excludes: 
• 12.02 – Firearm or related item 

  

6.02.130 Tricycle (child’s) or other ride-on toy 
• wheeled, unpowered riding toy or go cart 
Excludes: 
• 1.01.010 – Pedal cycle 
• 10.04.030 – Rollerskates, rollerski, in-line skates, roller blades 
• 10.04.050 – Skateboard 

  

6.02.160 Pool, inflatable or plastic 
• child’s pool 
Excludes: 
• 14.05.010 – Above-ground swimming pool, external spa or hot 

tub 
• 14.05.120 – In-ground swimming pool 
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6.03 Playground equipment 

6.03.18 Other playground climbing equipment 
Excludes: 
• 6.03.010 – Flying fox 
• 6.03.020 – Monkey bar 
• 6.03.040 – Seesaw, teeter totter 
• 6.03.050 – Slide, sliding board 
• 6.03.060 – Swing, swing set 

  

7 Appliance used in household 

7.01 Cooking or kitchen appliance 

7.01.010 Barbeque, Weber grill, outdoor cookers/griller, outdoor clay oven 
Excludes: 
• 7.01.150 – Stove, oven, cooktop 
• 14.04.020 – Built-in barbeque 
• 14.04.030 – Built-in Fireplace 

  

7.01.30 Other electric cooking or food processing appliance 
• electric griddle, waffle iron 
• coffee maker 
• slow cooker, crock pot 
Excludes  
• 7.01.060 – Electric frying pan, deep fryer 
• 7.01.070 – Electric kettle 
• 7.01.080 – Electric toaster, toaster oven 
• 7.01.090 – Food processor, blender, juicer 
• 7.01.150 – Stove, oven, cooktop 
• 8.01.040 – Non-electric kettle 

  

7.02 Cleaning or laundering appliance or tool 

7.02.010 Cleaning appliance hose or fixture 
• hose from vacuum cleaner or washing machine 
Excludes: 
• 7.98.020 – Cord of household appliance, extension cord 

  

7.02.050 Clothesline, clothes drying rack, clotheshorse 
• mobile clotheshorse, frame for hanging clothes to air or dry 

  

7.02.070 Powered cleaning tool, nec 
Excludes: 
• 7.02.080 – Vacuum cleaner 
• 11.02.050 – Industrial vacuum cleaner 
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 7.03 Lighting appliance 

7.03.050 Ornamental lighting, garden lighting 
• lighting designed to illuminate garden and yard 
• solar lights 
Excludes: 
• Fairy lights (5.04.050 – Holiday decorations, Christmas tree) 

  

7.04 Heating or cooling appliance 

7.04.010 Camping heater 
• small, portable heater for camping or other outdoor activities 
• operated by butane, propane, LPG, battery, etc. 
Excludes: 
• 7.04.050 – Electric or gas radiator, heater 
• 7.04.070 – Kerosene heater 
• 7.04.090 – Wood, combustion heater 

  

7.04.050 Electric of gas radiator, heater 
• electric or gas heater, bar radiator, oil heater 
Excludes: 
• 7.04.010 – Camping heater 
• 7.04.070 – Kerosene heater 
• 7.04.090 – Wood, combustion heater 

  

7.05 Sewing appliance or equipment 

7.05.010 Pin, needle 
Excludes:  
• 40.01.70 – Hypodermic needle/syringe 

  

7.05.020 Scissors 
Excludes:  
• Art tools (9.06.040 – Arts and crafts tools – sharp) 

  

7.98 Other household appliance 

7.98.010 Cable of household appliance (audio, coaxial, phone, USB) 
• cables to connect household appliances – coaxial, data, 

speaker  
Excludes: 
• 7.98.020 – Cord of household appliance, extension cord 
• 7.98.030 – Powerboard, surge protector 
• Permanent cord, an integral part of the appliance – code to the 

appliance 
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 8 Utensil or container 

8.01 Cooking or food processing utensil 

8.01.020 Cutlery, food preparation utensil 
• bottle opener, ice pick (domestic) 
• eating utensils (fork, spoon), chopstick  
• garlic press 
• peeler, chopping board 
Excludes: 
• 7.01.110 – Powered knife 
• 8.01.030 – Knife, unpowered 
• craft knife (9.06.040 – Arts and crafts tool – Sharp) 
• ice pick (climbing) (10.02.050 – Ice pick) 
• Stanley knife, pocket knife, box cutter (11.03.030 – Cutting tool) 
• 12.01.020 – Knife designed as weapon 

  

8.01.030 Knife, unpowered 
• kitchen knife 
Excludes:  
• 7.01.110 – Powered knife 
• craft knife (9.06.040 – Arts and crafts tool – Sharp) 
• Stanley knife, pocket knife, box cutter (11.03.030 – Cutting tool) 
• 12.01.020 – Knife designed as weapon 

  

8.98 Other utensil or container 

8.98.040 Heavy container, box, package, nec 
• container/box weighing 5 kgs/10 lbs (or more) gross weight 

  

8.98.080 Rubbish bin, trash can, package nec 
• ‘wheelie bin’, recycle bin 

  

8.98.090 Shipping, sea container 
• large containers used to securely transport goods 
• refrigerated, open-top, cube, flat rack containers 
Excludes: 
• Container permanently renovated or adapted to be used for 

housing, offices, toiletry facilities, cafes 
  

8.98.100 Silo 
• concrete silo 
• grain silo 

  

8.98.110 Tank 
• tank container – for transport or storage of goods in bulk  

  



National Coronial Information System 

Coding manual – Version 5 – 2020 | 216 

9 Item mainly for personal use 

9.01 Clothes, footwear or related products 

9.01.030 Coat hanger, clothes hanger 
• wire, wood hanger for clothing 
Excludes: 
• clothes hook (14.04.060 – Hook, eyelet, nail in door, wall or 

ceiling) 
• 5.04.010 – Coat rack, stand 

  

9.01.040 Cord or drawstring from item of clothing 
• String, cord etc. Used to draw and secure fabric  

  

9.01.050 Cultural or traditional clothing 
• cloth or fabric worn for religious or cultural purposes 
• ao dai 
• burqa, hijab, khimar 
• kimono 
• lava-lava 
• sari, sarong 
• tichel, turban  

  

9.01.060 Neck tie, scarf, bandana 
Clothing accessory worn around the neck for decorative purposes 
Piece of cloth or fabric worn around the neck or over the head for 
warmth, fashion, cleanliness 
• bow tie, clip-on tie, cravat, ascot tie 
• headscarf, kerchief, bandana 
• shawl, stole 
Excludes: 
• piece of cloth or fabric worn around the neck or over the head 

for religious or cultural purposes (9.01.050 – Cultural or 
traditional clothing) 

  

9.02 Clothing accessory or personal decoration item 

9.02.010 Backpack 
Designed to be carried on back and secured by two straps over 
each shoulder 
• knapsack, rucksack 
• strap of relevant bag 
Excludes: 
• 9.02.030 – Shoulder bag, bum bag 
• 9.02.040 – Sports or other personal use bag 
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9.02.020 Ribbon, hair decoration item 
Items and accessories used to secure or decorate the head and hair 
• barrette, clips, pins 
• elastics, pony ties, scrunchies 
• headbands  

  

9.02.030 Shoulder bag, bum bag 
Designed to hold personal items. usually carried by one strap over 
the shoulder, across or around body  
• handbag, purse  
• strap of relevant bag  
Excludes: 
• 9.02.010 – Backpack 
• 9.02.040 – Sports or other personal use bag 

  

9.02.040 Sports or other personal use bag 
Designed to carry items larger than the usual personal one (for 
example, a purse, wallet, phone) 
• duffle bag 
• gym bag 
• messenger bag 
• nappy, diaper bag  
• strap of relevant bag  
Excludes: 
• 9.02.010 – Backpack 
• 9.02.030 – Shoulder bag, bum bag 

  

9.03 Personal grooming utensil 

9.03.070 Towel, hand towel 
• bath towel, beach towel, sports towel, hand towel 

  

9.05 Communication or related utensil or accessory 

9.05.030 Telephone, mobile phone, cellular phone 
• accessories such as charger, earpiece etc. 

  

9.06 Arts, crafts and stationary supplies 

9.06.010 Adhesive tape 
• duct tape, masking tape 
• sticky tape, cello tape 
Excludes: 
• 21.01 – Glue or adhesive 
• tape dispenser (9.06.100 – Stationary item – sharp) 
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9.06.040 Arts and crafts tool – sharp  
• stapler, hole puncher, letter opener, pencil sharpener, etc  
• tape dispense 
Excludes: 
• 7.05.020 – Scissors 

  

9.06.100 Stationary item – sharp 
• craft punch 
• palette knife, precision or pen knife 
• paper trimmer 
Excludes: 
• 7.05.020 – Scissors 

  

9.07 Personal aid 

9.07.010 Cane, crutches, walker, walking stick, walking frame 
• white cane used by sight-impaired person 
Excludes: 
• 6.01.120 – Baby walker 

  

9.07.030 Prosthesis, dentures 
• artificial eye, limb  
• dental bridge, false teeth – full or partial  
• pacemaker 

  

9.07.050 Shower/ bath chair, board or trolley 
• chair or trolley used to transport person for bathing or 

showering 
• stool, chair or seat used for bathing in shower or bath 
Excludes: 
• 6.01.010 – Baby bath seat/chair 
• 5.02.020 – Commode chair 

  

9.07.060 Wheelchair 
• wheelchair used in competitive sport 
Excludes: 
• 1.98.080 – Motorised wheelchair  

  

9.98 Other personal use item 

9.98.070 Oxygen or equipment for supply of oxygen 
• cylinder  
• hoses  
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 9.98.080 Personal entertainment device 
• iPod, mp3, cd player 
• hand held gaming console 
Excludes:  
• 9.05.020 – Personal computer, iPad, tablet or related accessory 
• 9.05.030 – Telephone, mobile phone, cellular phone 
• 7.06.010 – Sound equipment 

  

10 Equipment used in sports/recreation activity 

10.01 Ball used in sport 

10.01.010 Puck, hard ball 
• golf ball, cricket ball, hockey ball or puck, baseball 

  

10.01.020 Soft ball 
• tennis ball, squash ball, football 

  

10.02 Hand-held sports equipment 

10.02.20 Bow, arrow (bow and arrow), bolt (crossbow), nec 
Excludes: 
• toy (6.02.150 – Other toy weapon or projectile toy) 
• 12.01.010 – Arrow (bow and arrow) or bolt (crossbow) designed 

as weapon 
  

10.02.040 Gym or exercise weights 
• dumbbells 
• free weights 

  

10.02.01 Spear, javelin nec 
Excludes: 
• 12.01.040 – Spear, javelin designed as weapon 

  

10.03 Equipment/structure for playing sports and exercise 

10.03.010 Climbing wall 
• artificial, constructed wall which provides grips for hands and 

feet 
• indoor or outdoor climbing wall 
Excludes: 
• natural climbing area (15.01 – Ground surface) 

  

10.03.070 Leg tie, leash 
• surf board leash 
Excludes: 
• pet leash (98.04.010 – Animal/pet leash or lead) 
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10.03.080 Net 
• tennis net, volleyball net, soccer net 

  

10.03.090 Rugby pole, net pole, goal post 
• pole used to support net, ring or hoop 
• pole used to mark goal or boundary 

  

10.03.100 Sporting jump, ramp 
• bike, skate ramp 
• ski ramp, jump 
• snowboard ramp, pipe 
Excludes: 
• 14.98.070 – Moving ramp, escalator 
• natural slope, ramp (15.01 – Ground surface) 

  

10.04 Equipment with wheels or designed for movement for use in 
sports/recreation 

10.04.010 Folding scooter 
• lightweight folding scooter 
Excludes: 
• 1.03.020 – Moped, scooter, vespa 

  

10.05 Underwater diving equipment 

10.05.020 Buoyancy control device 
Devices worn by divers to control buoyancy and movement whilst 
under the water 
• buoyancy jacket, wing 
Excludes: 
• 10.05.030 – Diving belt, weights 

  

10.05.050 Hookah, surface diving equipment 
Refers to breathing equipment used to supply oxygen to divers via 
an umbilical line from above the water surface 

  

10.98 Other equipment for sports/recreation 

10.98.010 Personal protective equipment (PPE) designed for use in sports 
• wrist guard, mouth guard, knee pad, helmet 
• reflective clothing worn in sports activities, such as bike riding 
Excludes 
• work PPE (11.07 – Work-related personal protective equipment 

(PPE)) 
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 11 Tool, machine, apparatus for work-related activity 

11.01 Machinery or fixed plant 

11.01.070 Elevated work platform, loading bay, loading dock 
• a permanent, elevated work area used to provide access to 

heights 
• levels to raise platform or lower flooring to provide access 
• platform level with trailer of truck 
Excludes: 
• 2.02.020 – Cherry picker, mobile truck tower 
• 11.05.070 – Scaffolding, frame structure 

  

11.01.090 Heating/cooling machinery or fixed plant 
Excludes: 
• 7.04.050 – Electric or gas radiator, heater 
• domestic boiler, hot water system (7.04.998 – Other specified 

heating or cooling appliance) 
  

11.01.120 Mains – gas, water, sewerage, steam, hot water, electricity 
Excludes: 
• 11.04 – Pressure-based equipment 
• 14.05.100 – Fittings/pipes in or around building 

  

11.02 Powered hand tool/equipment 

11.02.070 Powered garden tool 
• leaf shredder, hedge trimmer 

  

11.02.080 Powered push lawnmower 
Excludes: 
• 2.01.060 – Ride-on lawnmower 
• 11.03.090 – Push lawnmower (unpowered) 

  

11.02.090 Powered turning or gripping tool 
• powered screwdriver, spanner 
Excludes: 
• 11.03 – Unpowered hand tool/equipment 

  

11.03 Unpowered hand tool/equipment 

11.03.020 Crow bar, wrecking bar, pry bar 
• metal bar with a single curved end and flattened points, used 

to force objects apart, remove nails and open crates etc, 
• jimmy, jemmy, gooseneck, pig foot 
Excludes: 
• tyre lever (11.03.120 – Wheel brace) 
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 11.04 Pressure-based equipment 

11.04.030 Hose, unspecified 
Used when the type of hose is unknown 
• automotive hoses (for example, brake) 
• drip irrigation hose 
• suction hose 
Excludes: 
• garden hose (11.04.050 – Pressurised hose, pipe (garden hose)) 
• diving hose (10.05.050 – Hookah, surface diving equipment) 
• bath hose (14.05.200 – Shower, bath hose) 
• vacuum cleaner hose (7.02.010 – Cleaning appliance hose or 

fixture) 
  

11.04.050 Pressurised hose, pipe (garden hose) 
Hoses that require positive pressure to move fluid, gas or other 
substances  
• fire hoses 
• fuel hose 

  

11.05 Other unpowered equipment 

11.05.040 Jumper leads, cables 
• cables and leads used to charge or start a battery 

  

11.05.050 Ladder, movable step, trestle 
Excludes: 
• ladder of bunk bed (5.01.050 – Bunk bed) 

  

11.06 Container for work-related activities 

11.06.010 Industrial storage container/bin 
• bulk bins, containers or tubs 
• heavy containers or bins to store or transport items in 

industrial setting 
Excludes: 
• 11.06.040 – Waste/recycling skip bin 

  

11.06.020 Livestock trough, animal dip 
• bath or dip used for the treatment of livestock  
• food or water troughs used livestock  

  

11.07 Work-related personal protective equipment (PPE) 

Excludes: 
• earplugs, helmets and other PPE for use in sports activities (10.98.010 – 

Personal protective equipment (PPE) designed for use in sports/recreation) 
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 12 Weapon 

12.01 Sharp object 

12.01.020 Knife designed as weapon 
Knife designed and manufactured as a weapon 
• hunting, flick, sheath knife  
Excludes: 
• 7.01.110 – Electric knife 
• 7.05.020 – Scissors 
• 8.01.030 – Knife, unpowered) 
• craft or art knife (9.06.040 – Arts and crafts tools – sharp) 
• Stanley® knife, pocket knife (11.03.110 – Utility knife) 

  

12.02 Firearm or related item 

12.02.010 Airgun 
• spring operated gun, bb gun 

  

12.02.020 Field artillery 
Mobile artillery which supports military forces in the field 
• field guns – cannons 
• grenade, rocket launcher 
• mortars 
Excludes: 
• drone, missile, rocket (12.03.010 – Airborne based weapon) 
• torpedo (12.03.020 – Aquatic based weapon) 

  

12.02.030 Hand gun 
• gun for single hand use, pistol, revolver 
Excludes: 
• Verey pistol, flare (12.02.998 – Other specified firearm or related 

item) 
  

12.02.040 Improvised firearm (home made) 
Firearms made by user or other person, not a gun manufacturer  
• 3D printed firearm 
• pipe guns, Zip guns 
Excludes: 
• 12.02.030 – Hand gun 
• 12.02.050 – Machine gun 
• 12.02.060 – Modified firearm 
• 12.02.070 – Pen gun 
• 12.02.080 – Rifle 
• 12.02.090 – Shotgun 
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 12.02.050 Machine gun 
Automatic firearm, designed to fire cartridges in rapid succession, 
with the use of a belt or magazine to limit reloading 
Excludes: 
• 12.02.030 – Hand gun 
• 12.02.040 – Improvised firearm (home made) 
• 12.02.060 – Modified firearm 
• 12.02.070 – Pen gun 
• 12.02.080 – Rifle 
• 12.02.090 – Shotgun 

  

12.02.060 Modified firearm 
Manufactured firearms which has been modified by the user, other 
person, or gun manufacturer 
Excludes: 
• 12.02.030 – Hand gun 
• 12.02.040 – Improvised firearm (home made) 
• 12.02.050 – Machine gun 
• 12.02.070 – Pen gun 
• 12.02.080 – Rifle 
• 12.02.090 – Shotgun 

  

12.02.080 Rifle 
• army rifle, hunting rifle, machine gun 
Excludes: 
• 12.02.030 – Hand gun 
• 12.02.040 – Improvised firearm (home made) 
• 12.02.050 – Machine gun 
• 12.02.060 – Modified firearm 
• 12.02.070 – Pen gun 
• 12.02.090 – Shotgun 

  

12.02.090 Shotgun 
Excludes: 
• 12.02.030 – Hand gun 
• 12.02.040 – Improvised firearm (home made) 
• 12.02.050 – Machine gun 
• 12.02.060 – Modified firearm 
• 12.02.070 – Pen gun 
• 12.02.080 – Rifle 
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 12.02.98 Other specified firearm or related item 
• Verey pistol, flare  

  

12.03 Combat weapon 

12.03.010 Airborne based weapon 
Weapons launched from the air 
• drones, missiles, rockets 
Excludes:  
• anti-aircraft weapon (12.98.020 – Land based weapon) 
• cannons, mortars (12.02.020 – Field artillery) 
• land mine (12.98.010 – Explosive weapon) 
• naval mines (12.03.020 – Aquatic based weapon) 

  

12.03.020 Aquatic based weapon 
Weapons launched from the air 
• navel mines, torpedo 
Excludes:  
• cannons, mortars (12.02.020 – Field artillery) 
• drones, missiles, rockets (12.03.010 – Airborne based weapon) 
• land mine (12.98.010 – Explosive weapon) 

  

12.98 Other weapon 

12.98.010 Explosive weapon 
• anti-personnel mine, grenade 
Excludes: 
• anti-aircraft weapon (12.98.020 – Land based weapon) 
• cannons, mortars (12.02.020 – Field artillery) 
• land mine (12.98.010 – Explosive weapon) 
• naval mines (12.03.020 – Aquatic based weapon) 

  

12.98.020 Land based weapon 
• anti-aircraft weapons  
Excludes: 
• cannons, mortars (12.02.020 – Field artillery) 
• land mine (12.98.010 – Explosive weapon) 
• naval mines (12.03.020 – Aquatic based weapon) 

  

12.98.998 Other specified weapon 
Excludes: 
• 12.03.030 – Capsicum spray, mace, pepper spray 
• 12.03.050 – Cultural weapon 
• 12.03.060 – Electrical prod, stun gun 
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 13 Animal, plant or person 

13.01 Plant 

13.01.010 Branch or stick (as separate from tree, plant) 
Excludes: 
• 13.01.030 – Land vegetation, ground cover 
• 13.01.050 – Log, tree stump 
• 13.01.090 – Tree root – aerial, exposed, unexposed 
• 13.01.100 – Tree, plant 
• 13.01.110 – Venomous or toxic plant, nec 
• 13.01.120 – Vine, stems or runners 
• 13.01.130 – Water vegetation, reeds 

  

13.01.030 Land vegetation, ground cover 
Vegetation, with multiple roots forming one plant,  that covers an 
area of ground – below the shrub layer 
• grass, moss 
• herbs (herbaceous plants) 
• low growing shrubs 
Excludes: 
• 13.01.020 – Branch or stick (as separate from tree, plant) 
• 13.01.050 – Log, tree stump 
• 13.01.090 – Tree root – aerial, exposed, unexposed 
• 13.01.100 – Tree, plant 
• 13.01.110 – Venomous or toxic plant, nec 
• 13.01.120 – Vine, stems or runners 
• 13.01.130 – Water vegetation, reeds 

  

13.01.050 Log, tree stump 
• felled tree trunk – cut down or if fallen naturally 
• part of the trunk which is still in the ground following felling  
Excludes: 
• 13.01.020 – Branch or stick (as separate from tree, plant) 
• 13.01.090 – Tree root – aerial, exposed, unexposed 
• 13.01.100 – Tree, plant 
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 13.01.120 Vine, stems or runners 
Plant, with one root system, with growth habit of climbing or 
trailing  
• tendrils or thorns used to attach 
Excludes: 
• 13.01.030 – Land vegetation, ground cover 
• 13.01.060 – Mushroom, toadstool, fungus 
• 13.01.080 – Plant thorn 

  

13.01.130 Water vegetation, reeds 
Plants which grow in or near water –partially or fully submerged or 
floating  
• sea weed, reeds, water clover, water lily 
• marine plant 
Excludes: 
• 13.01.030 – Land vegetation, ground cover 
• 13.01.060 – Mushroom, toadstool, fungus 
• 13.01.100 – Tree, plant 
• 13.01.110 – Venomous or toxic plant, nec 
• 13.01.120 – Vine, stems or runners 
• 13.01.130 – Water vegetation, reeds 

  

13.04 Land mammal 

 Excludes: 
• 13.05 – Marine Animal 
• 13.06 – Reptile or amphibian 

  

13.04.05 Cat 
• feral (wild) cat 
Excludes: 
• 13.04.120 – Lion, puma, panther, cougar, mountain lion, tiger 

  

13.04.060 Cow, bull, buffalo, bison, other bovine animals 
• water buffalo 

  

13.04.110 Horse, pony, donkey, mule, ass 
Excludes: 
• 13.04.070 – Zebra  

  

13.04.130 Marsupials 
• bilby, possum, bandicoot, glider, quoll 
• kangaroo, wallaby 
• wombat, koala, Tasmanian devil 
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13.04.998 Other specified land mammal 
Ferret, stoat, weasel  
• hedgehogs  
• rabbit 

  

13.05 Marine animal 

Excludes: 
• 13.04 – Land Mammal 
• 13.06 – Reptile or amphibian 
  

13.06 Reptile or amphibian 

13.06.010 Crocodile, alligator 
• fresh and saltwater crocodiles 

  

13.06.040 Non-venomous snake 
Excludes: 
• 13.05.040 – Sea snake 
• 13.06.050 – Snake, unspecified whether venomous or not 
• 13.05.060 – Venomous snake 

  

13.06.050 Snake, unspecified whether venomous or not 
Excludes: 
• 13.06.040 – Non-venomous snake 
• 13.05.040 – Sea snake  
• 13.05.060 – Venomous snake 

  

13.06.060 Venomous snake 
Excludes: 
• 13.06.040 – Non-venomous snake 
• 13.06.050 – Snake, unspecified whether venomous or not 
• 13.05.040 – Sea snake  

  

13.07 Person(s) 

Apply when a person is the object, for example, one person falling onto 
another person. Does not apply when person is subject, as in self-inflicted 
harm. 

  

13.07.010 Person, self 
• cases where person's own body weight is largely responsible 

for injury  
• hitting one’s own head with fist 
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 13.07.020 Person, other (single) 
• pedestrian 
• single person who was not the deceased 
Excludes:  
• 13.07.010 – Person, self 
• 13.07.030 – Person, other (two or three) 
• 13.07.040 – Crowd of people (more than three) 

  

13.07.030 Person, other (two or three) 
• group of no more than three people 
Excludes:  
• 13.07.010 – Person, self 
• 13.07.020 – Person, other (single) 
• 13.07.040 – Crowd of people (more than three) 

  

13.07.040 Crowd of people (more than three) 
• group of more than three people 
Excludes:  
• 13.07.010 – Person, self 
• 13.07.020 – Person, other (single) 
• 13.07.030 – Person, other (two or three) 

  

14 Building, building component or related fitting 

14.01 Building fitting 
  

14.01.020 Air vent, ceiling vent, wall vent/grill 
Excludes: 
• 14.01.020 – Exhaust fan 

  

14.01.030 Bathtub 
• fixed or moveable bath  
• part or fixture of bath (exc. tap) 
• internal spa bath 
Excludes: 
• 14.01.150 – Tap, faucet 

  

14.01.060 Fitted counter, counter-top, kitchen top 
• permanent bench or counter 
• kitchen bench 
• bathroom counter 
Excludes: 
• 5.03 – Furniture/furnishing 
• 14.01.080 – Kitchen sink, bathroom sink, laundry sink 
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14.01.060 Flush toilet 
• part or fixture of toilet 

  

14.01.110 Shower  
• part or fixture of shower (inc. showerhead) 
• portable shower 
Excludes: 
• shower door, curtain rail (14.01.120 – Shower frame) 
• 14.01.150 – Tap, faucet 
• 14.05.200 – Shower, bath hose 

  

14.01.120 Shower frame 
• door of shower cubicle 
• shower curtain rail 
Excludes: 
• part or fixture of shower (inc. showerhead) (14.01.110 – Shower) 

  

14.01.150 Tap, faucet 
• bath tap, bathroom or kitchen tap, laundry tap  
• outdoor tap, garden tap 

  

14.02 Door, window or related fitting/feature 

14.02.010 (Burglar) bars on windows 
• home or business security bars 
Excludes: 
• 14.06.080 – Prison or cell bars 

  

14.02.030 Door handle, door hinge 
Handle of knob used to open and/or close a door 
Device which connects objects and allows for at least one object 
open/close 
• fixed device which connects objects and allows for at least one 

object to move in a fixed rotation 
• fixed lever or knob used to open and/or close a door 
Excludes: 
• 14.02.040 – Door, door sill, door frame 
• 14.02.070 – Glass door 

  

14.02.040 Door, door sill, door frame 
• door with small glass panel 
Excludes: 
• 14.02.030 – Door handle, door hinge  
• 14.02.070 – Glass door 

  



National Coronial Information System 

Coding manual – Version 5 – 2020 | 231 

14.02.060 Garage door, and components of 
• opener components – brackets, track, motor 
Excludes: 
• hydraulic door closer (14.02.080 – Hydraulic door) 

  

14.02.05 Glass door 
• door that is mostly glass, storm door 
Excludes: 
• 14.02.030 – Door handle, door hinge 
• 14.02.040 – Door, door sill, door frame 

  

14.02.20 Window 
• window pane, window sill, window handle, frosted glass 

window 
  

14.03 Floor or related fitting/feature 

14.03.010 Floor – carpeted 
Excludes: 
• 5.04.100 – Rug, mat, loose carpet 
• 14.03.020 – Floor – mud, clay, animal dung 
• 14.03.030 – Floor – other substance 
• 14.03.040 – Floor – tile, brick, concrete 
• 14.03.050 – Floor – wood 

  

14.04 Wall or related fitting/feature 

14.04.040 Garage wall, and components of 
Excludes: 
• 14.02.060 – Garage door, and components of 

  

14.04.070 Towel, hand rail 
• rail or rack attached to wall, door etc. used for towel 

  

14.05 Building component 

14.05.020 Balcony, mezzanine, roof 
• partly open, intermediate floor within a building 
Excludes: 
• 14.05.180 – Rafter, beam, joist, roof manhole, eaves 

  

14.05.040 Building insulation 
Any substance or object used to insulate the interior of a building, 
may be for thermal, acoustic, fire proofing or impact purposes 
• batts and blankets, loose-fill, boards, reflective (foil) 
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 14.05.070 Electrical fixture 
• outlets, receptacles, switches 

  

14.05.080 Electrical transmission line in or around building 
Excludes: 
• 11.01.120 – Mains – gas, water, sewerage, steam, hot water, 

electricity 
• 14.05.100 – Fittings /pipes in or around building 
• 98.02.060 – High-tension overhead power line  

  

14.05.180 Rafter, beam, joist, roof manhole, eaves 
• floor joists or beams of level/storey above 
Excludes: 
• 14.05.020 – Balcony, mezzanine, roof 

  

14.05.210 Stairs, steps 
• stair or step covered with ice 
• steps leading anyway (to beach, up a floor in building) 
Excludes: 
• 14.98.070 – Moving ramp, escalator 

  

14.06 Industrial building, building component or fitting 

14.06.010 Air transport facilities 
• airport terminal 
Excludes: 
• bus or tram stop (14.06.030 – Bus or tram shelter) 
• bus, train, tram stations (14.06.090 – Public transport 

station/facilities) 
  

14.06.030 Bus or tram shelter 
• enclosed or semi-enclosed shelter used whilst waiting for 

public transport 
  

14.06.80 Prison or cell bars 
• cell door or window bars 
Excludes: 
• home or business security bars (14.02.010 – (Burglar) bars on 

windows) 
  

14.06.090 Public transport station/facilities 
• bus, train, tram terminal or stop 
Excludes: 
• Airport (14.06.010 – Airport terminal) 
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14.06.110 Transmission, telecommunications tower 
• mobile phone tower  

  

14.98 Other building, building component or fitting 

14.98.010 Bridge, overpass, walkway 
• structure spanning an obstacle for the passage of vehicle or 

pedestrian 
  

14.98.030 Fence, gate (constructed) 
Excludes: 
• 5.04.020 – Decorative garden feature 
• 14.98.020 – Fence – Electric 
• 14.98.040 – Fencing components (disassembled) 
• 14.98.050 – Latticework, trellis 

  

14.98.080 Storage cage 
• lockable area for the storage of goods 
Excludes: 
• 98.98.010 – Animal cage 

  

15 Ground surface or surface conformation 

15.01 Ground surface 

15.01.010 Beach, seashore, rocks, underwater sand 
• area of waterway which is out of water, at least for part of the 

time (when tide is out) 
• rocky seashore 

  

15.01.020 Bush, remote or undeveloped place 
• area of land some distance from civilisation 
• area of land within populated area which is unused or 

undeveloped 
• vacant block 

  

15.01.060 Drain, channel, culvert, pipeline, drainage pipe 
• storm water drain, monsoon drain 
• open drain alongside of road or paddock 
Excludes: 
• 15.01.150 – Gutter, drains, kerbs 
• 15.02.100 – Water within drain 

  

15.01.080 Falling/fallen debris, rocks 
• debris or rocks which have come loose from their surroundings 
• contact during the fall or following the fall of debris, dirt, rocks 

etc 
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15.01.110 Ground – concrete, brick, rock 
Used as an alternative to 
• 15.01.998 – Other specified ground surface 
• 15.01.999 – Unspecified ground surface 
Excludes: 
• 15.01.120 – Ground – dust, pollen, solid particles 
• 15.01.130 – Ground – grass, dirt, garden bed, sand 
• 15.01.140 – Ground – Synthetic, rubber 

  

15.01.120 Ground – grass, dirt, garden bed, sand 
Used as an alternative to 
• 15.01.998 – Other specified ground surface 
• 15.01.999 – Unspecified ground surface 
Excludes: 
• 15.01.110 – Ground – concrete, brick, rock 
• 15.01.120 – Ground – dust, pollen, solid particles 
• 15.01.140 – Ground – Synthetic, rubber 

  

15.01.150 Gutters, drains, kerbs 
• guttering and drains to control water on flushing onto 

roadways 
Excludes: 
• 15.01.060 – Drain, channel, culvert, pipeline, drainage pipe 
• 15.01.200 – Sewer grate 
• 15.02.100 – Water within drain 

  

15.01.170 Platform, lookout 
• fire lookout  
• tourist lookout 

  

15.01.55 Roadway 
• asphalt, roads 
Excludes: 
• 15.01.090 – Footpath 
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 15.02 Body of water 

 Includes: 
• 15.02.010 – Dam, lake, waterhole, lagoon 
• 15.02.020 – Estuary 
• 15.02.030 – Fishpond/ornamental lake 
• 15.02.040 – Open sea, ocean 
• 15.02.080 – Thermal pool, mineral pool, rock pool 
• 15.02.090 – Water reservoir 
• 15.02.100 – Water within drain 
• 15.02.110 – Water within hole, pit 
Excludes: 
• Swimming pool of any kind (14.05.010 – Above-ground 

swimming pool, external spa or hot tub, 14.05.120 – In-ground 
swimming pool) 

  

16 Material, nec 

16.01 Natural material 

16.01.010 Grain in bulk 
• grain in silo 

  

16.01.030 Hay, straw 
• bales of hay 

  

16.01.05 Natural grass 
Excludes:  
• 16.02.010 – Artificial grass 

  

16.02 Manufactured/industrial material 

16.02.080 Glass – sheet, piece, shard, etc. 
Excludes:  
• 1.07.170 – Vehicle window or windshield 
• 14.02.070 – Glass door 
• 14.02.110 – Window, window frame 

  

16.02.160 Silica dust 
Excludes:  
• 16.02.020 – Asbestos 
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 17 Fire, flame, smoke 

17.01 Fire, flame 

17.01.030 Bushfire, wildfire 
Excludes: 
• 17.01.040 – Controlled fire, flame in building or structure 
• 17.01.050 – Controlled fire, flame not in building or structure 
• 17.01.080 – Uncontrolled fire, flame in building or structure 
• 17.01.090 – Uncontrolled fire, flame not in building or structure 

  

17.01.040 Controlled fire, flame in building or structure 
• fire in fireplace 
Excludes: 
• 17.01.030 – Bushfire, wildfire 
• 17.01.050 – Controlled fire, flame not in building or structure 
• 17.01.080 – Uncontrolled fire, flame in building or structure 
• 17.01.090 – Uncontrolled fire, flame not in building or structure 

  

17.01.050 Controlled fire, flame not in building or structure 
• campfire 
• open fire for cooking 
Excludes: 
• 17.01.030 – Bushfire, wildfire 
• 17.01.040 – Controlled fire, flame in building or structure 
• 17.01.080 – Uncontrolled fire, flame in building or structure 
• 17.01.090 – Uncontrolled fire, flame not in building or structure 

  

17.01.070 Ignition of highly flammable material 
• ignition of gasoline, kerosene, petrol 

  

17.01.080 Uncontrolled fire, flame in building or structure 
• burning building, burning fittings, furniture etc. 
• fire in fireplace 
Excludes: 
• 17.01.030 – Bushfire, wildfire 
• 17.01.040 – Controlled fire, flame in building or structure 
• 17.01.050 – Controlled fire, flame not in building or structure 
• 17.01.090 – Uncontrolled fire, flame not in building or structure 
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 17.01.090 Uncontrolled fire, flame not in building or structure 
• burning paddock, field 
Excludes: 
• 17.01.030 – Bushfire, wildfire 
• 17.01.040 – Controlled fire, flame in building or structure 
• 17.01.050 – Controlled fire, flame not in building or structure 
• 17.01.080 – Uncontrolled fire, flame in building or structure 

  

17.01.070 Ignition of highly flammable material 
• ignition of gasoline, kerosene, petrol 

  

17.02 Smoke 

17.02.010 Smoke inhalation 
Excludes: 
• 21.07.090 – Motor vehicle exhaust gas 
• 21.07.110 – Other sources of carbon monoxide 

  

18 Hot object/substance, nec 

 Excludes: 
• burning object/substance (17 – Fire, flame, smoke) 
• 19 – Food, drink 

  

18.01 Hot liquid 

18.01.010 Boiling water (other than tap water) 
• water heated in kettle, on stove 
Excludes: 
• hot coffee, tea, or other hot drink (19.01.060 – Hot drink) 

  

18.01.020 Hot tap water 
• hot water in bath, bucket, or tub, from hose or showerhead  

  

18.02 Hot air or gas 

18.02.998 Other specified hot air or gas 
Excludes: 
• 21.07.090 – Motor vehicle exhaust gas 
• 21.07.110 – Other sources of carbon monoxide 
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 19 Food, drink or related product 

 Excludes: 
• gastric content (98.98.100 – Vomitus) 

  

19.01 Food, drink or related product 

19.01.020 Cold drink – non-alcoholic 
Excludes: 
• 20.16.01.011 – Alcohol 

  

19.01.030 Cold liquid food 
• custard, jelly 
• soup 
Excludes: 
• 19.01.020 – Cold drink – non-alcoholic 
• 19.01.040 – Cold solid food 
• 19.01.070 – Hot drink 

  

19.01.040 Cold solid food 
• biscuits, cakes 
• fruit  
Excludes: 
• 19.01.020 – Cold drink – non-alcoholic 
• 19.01.030 – Cold liquid food 
• 19.01.090 – Lolly, sweet, gum 

  

19.01.060 Hot drink 
• coffee, tea, hot chocolate 
Excludes: 
• 19.01.020 – Cold drink – non-alcoholic 
• 19.01.030 – Cold liquid food 
• 19.01.070 – Hot liquid food 
• 19.01.080 – Hot solid food 

  

19.01.070 Hot liquid food 
• custard 
• soup 
Excludes: 
• 19.01.020 – Cold drink – non-alcoholic 
• 19.01.030 – Cold liquid food 
• 19.01.040 – Cold solid food 
• 19.01.060 – Hot drink 
• 19.01.080 – Hot solid food 
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19.01.080 Hot solid food 
• chips 
• meat  
• soup 
• vegetables 
Excludes: 
• 13.01.060 – Mushroom, toadstool, fungus 
• 19.01.020 – Cold drink – non-alcoholic 
• 19.01.030 – Cold liquid food 
• 19.01.040 – Cold solid food 
• 19.01.060 – Hot drink 
• 19.01.070 – Hot liquid food 

  

20 Pharmaceutical substance for human use 

Excludes: 
• butyl alcohol, isopropyl alcohol, propyl alcohol, methanol, and ethanol 

(21.02.020 – Alcohol, methanol, nec) 
• animal medicine (21.04.110 – Veterinary medicine) 
  

No inclusion/exclusion list is provided for the pharmaceutical substance for human 
use (PHSU) category. This is a result of the extensive list of substances in the 
codeset 
• For alternate formats of the PSHU, refer to the NCIS system manuals 
  

Code substances as per information on toxicology report (or in absence of 
toxicology report, the post mortem report) 
For NCIS purposes, alcohol and/or drugs should be coded if the substances 
contribution to the death is recognised through at least one of the following 
criteria: 
• Referenced in cod 1a, 1b, 1c, 1d or 2 
• Determined by the coroner or pathologist to have contributed to the death 
• Drug/alcohol status of a person other than the deceased was noted as a factor 

in the death within coroners finding (for example, detected in driver of 
another vehicle involved in incident, or the perpetrator in an assault) 

  

If the case meets at least one of the three criteria listed above, then: 
• Code ALL alcohol and drugs detected in toxicology tests and listed in 

toxicology reports for that case 

Note: Coders do not need to determine the ‘extent’ by which drugs contributed to 
the death, we just need to show that they were PRESENT 
• For easier data entry and reference, where appropriate, list the drugs as they 

appear on the toxicology reports — this is usually in alphabetical order 

https://www.ncis.org.au/about-the-data/system-manuals/
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Examples of the Parent Drug/Metabolite codeset structure are detailed below. 
• For the full Pharmaceutical Substance for Human Use codeset refer to NCIS 

system manuals 
  

• For further guidance refer to Object or Substance Producing Injury – Coding 
Pharmaceutical Substances 

  

20.01.03.011 Codeine 

20.01.03.701 Codeine (free)  

20.01.03.711 Codeine (total)  

20.01.03.721 Codeine glucuronide  

20.01.03.731 Codeine-6-glucuronide  

20.01.03.801 Panadeine forte (codeine)  
• Codeine component of composite substances including  
• Nurofen plus {codeine and ibuprofen} 
• Panadeine forte {codeine and paracetamol} 
• Mersyndol {codeine, paracetamol and doxylamine} 

  

20.01.03.021 Morphine and metabolites 

20.01.03.741 Morphine (free)  

20.01.03.751 Morphine glucuronides  

20.01.03.761 Morphine total  

20.01.03.771 Morphine-3-glucuronide  

20.01.03.781 Morphine-6-glucuronide  

20.16.03.051 Diazepam 

20.16.03.761 Chlorodiazepam 

20.16.03.781 Desmethyldiazepam 

20.16.03.791 Diclazepam 

20.16.03.831 Nordiazepam 

20.16.03.841 Valium 

  

https://www.ncis.org.au/about-the-data/system-manuals/
https://www.ncis.org.au/about-the-data/system-manuals/
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 21 Other non-pharmaceutical chemical substance 

21.02 Fuel or solvent 

21.02.020 Alcohol, methanol nec 
• butyl alcohol, isopropyl alcohol, propyl alcohol, methanol, and 

ethanol 
Excludes: 
• alcoholic beverage (20.16.01.011 – Alcohol) 
• 21.02.080 – Methylated spirits 

  

21.04 Pet (veterinary) product, pesticide, herbicide 

21.04.010 Carbamate insecticides 
Excludes: 
• organophosphate insecticides (21.04.050 – Organophosphate, 

nec) 
  

21.04.050 Organophosphate, nec 
Excludes: 
• 21.04.040 – Carbamate insecticides 

  

21.04.060 Other insecticide 
• surface spray, spray for flying insect, etc. 
Excludes: 
• 21.04.040 – Carbamate insecticides 
• organophosphate insecticides (21.04.050 – Organophosphate, 

nec) 
  

21.04.01 Pet (veterinary) product 
• dog, cat, animal shampoo 
• flea dip, flea powder 

  

21.04.0110 Veterinary medicine 
Excludes: 
• medicine for human use (20 – Pharmaceutical substance for 

human use) 
  

21.04.0120 Weed killer, herbicide 
Excludes: 
• 21.04.040 – Carbamate insecticides 
• organophosphate insecticides (21.04.050 – Organophosphate, 

nec) 
• Fly spray, bug spray (21.04.060 – Other insecticide) 
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 21.05 Cleaning agent 

21.05.060 Dry cleaning agent nec 
Excludes:  
• 21.05.070 – Laundry detergent or additive, fabric softener, stain 

remover 
• 21.05.010 – Bleach, soaking agent 

  

21.07 Gases, chemicals used for non-medicinal purposes 

 • 21.07.010 – Arsenic 
• 21.07.020 – Caesium 
• 21.07.070 – Lead 
• 21.07.080 – Mercury 

  

21.07.050 Helium gas 
• cylinder and contents 

  

21.07.090 Motor vehicle exhaust gas 
Excludes:  
• 21.07.110 – Other sources of carbon monoxide 

  

21.07.100 Nitrogen 
• cylinder and contents 

  

21.98 Other non-pharmaceutical chemical substance 

21.98.010 Barbeque heath beads, cooking charcoal 
Beads and coals used to generate heat in a barbeque or fire 
• Firelighter, fire starter 

  

21.98.020 Coal for heating purposes 
• Coal used within internal heating systems 

  

21.98.050 Heavy metals, nec 
• barium, cadmium, copper, selenium, thallium 
Excludes: 
• 21.07.010 – Arsenic 
• 21.07.020 – Caesium 
• 21.07.070 – Lead 
• 21.07.080 – Mercury 

  

21.98.0070 Photographic products 
• developers/fixing/stop baths, photographic coating fluids  
Excludes: 
• photographic equipment (7.06.030 – Video camera, camera, 

digital camera or accessory) 
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21.98.090 Tetrodotoxin 
• toxin from puffer fish

21.98.100 Traditional medicine, folk remedy, nec
• natural herbs, remedies

40 Medical/surgical device 

40.01 General hospital or personal use device 

40.01.010 Assistance call button, cord 
• control and cord

40.01.050 Device, hoist for lifting patients 
Excludes: 
• hoist machinery used in industry (11.01.100 – Hoist machinery)

40.01.070 Hypodermic needle/syringe 
Excludes: 
• 7.05.010 – Pin, needle

40.01.110 Oxygen tubing, lines 
Excludes: 
• tank (9.8.070 – Oxygen or equipment for supply of oxygen)
• 40.05.010 – Nasogastric tubing

40.02 General or plastic surgery device or procedure 

Devices or procedures used for the general or plastic surgery 
procedures 
Excludes: 
• 40.01.040 – Cannula, catheter, drain, fistula, shunt
• 40.01.070 – Hypodermic needle/syringe
• 40.01.080 – Lancet, scalpel
• 40.01.090 – Medical or surgical glove
• 40.01.100 – Medical ventilator
• 40.01.120 – Surgical or ventilator mask

40.03 Anaesthesiology device or procedure 

Devices or procedures used for the administration or maintenance 
of anaesthesiology 
Excludes: 
• 40.01.040 – Cannula, catheter, drain, fistula, shunt
• 40.01.070 – Hypodermic needle/syringe
• 40.01.100 – Medical ventilator
• 40.01.120 – Surgical or ventilator mask
• medication (20.16 – Sedatives and hypnotics)
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40.04 Cardiovascular device or procedure 

Devices or procedures used for treatment and care of heart health 
Includes: 
• 40.04.010 – Angioplasty
• 40.04.020 – Coronary artery bypass surgery (CABG)
• 40.04.030 – Heart valve surgery (aortic, mitral, pulmonary,

tricuspid)
• 40.04.040 – Multiple cardiac procedure
• 40.04.900 – Other cardiac procedure/device

40.05 Ear/nose/throat device or procedure 

40.05.010 Nasogastric tube 
Excludes: 
• tank (9.8.070 – Oxygen or equipment for supply of oxygen)
• 40.01.110 – Oxygen tubing, lines

40.05.020 Tracheostomy device/procedure
• tubing inserted to provide airway
Excludes:
• tank (9.8.070 – Oxygen or equipment for supply of oxygen)
• 40.01.110 – Oxygen tubing, lines

40.06 Gastroenterology/digestive device or procedure 

Devices or procedures used for treatment and care of 
gastrointestinal tract and digestive system – appendix, bowel, 
duodenum, gall bladder, intestine, liver, oesophagus, pancreas, 
peritoneum, rectum, stomach, tongue 
• 40.06.010 – Gastric banding, lap banding
• 40.06.020 – Gastroenterology – removal or excision
• 40.06.030 – gastroenterology endoscopic procedures
• 40.06.040 – PEG (Percutaneous endoscopic gastrostomy)
• 40.06.900 – Other gastroenterology procedure or device

40.07 Neurological device or procedure 

Devices or procedures used for treatment and care of brain and 
neurological health 
• 40.07.010 – Craniotomy
• 40.07.010 – Neurological – investigation, repair
• 40.07.020 – Electro convulsive therapy (ECT)
• 40.07.900 – Other neurological device or procedure
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40.08 Obstetric or gynaecological device or procedure 

Devices or procedures used for treatment and care of female 
reproductive system, pregnancy and delivery of babies 
• 40.08.010 – Caesarean delivery
• 40.08.020 – Obstetric/gynaecological – investigation, repair
• 40.08.900 – Other Obstetric/gynaecological device or procedure

40.09 Ophthalmic device or procedure 

• Devices or procedures used for treatment and care of the
vision and eyes

40.10 Orthopaedic device or procedure 

Devices or procedures used for treatment and care of the skeletal 
structure, bones and joints 
• 40.10.010 – Fracture report (other than hip, knee)
• 40.10.020 – Hip repair
• 40.10.030 – Knee repair
• 40.10.40 – Medical amputation
• 40.10.900 – Other bone or orthopaedic device or procedure 
Excludes:
• 40.14 – Spine, spinal device or procedure

40.11 Imaging device or procedure 

Devices or procedures used for imaging, scanning and testing of 
the human body 
• 40.11.0110 – Angiography, angiogram
• 40.10.900 – Other imaging device or procedure

40.12 Physical medicine device or procedure 

• Surgical or other medical devices or procedures such as
implants or grafts

40.13 Genitourinary device or procedure 

Devices or procedures used for treatment and care of the urinary 
system, breast and the male reproductive system – bladder, breast, 
kidneys, ureters, urethra 
• 40.13.010 – Genitourinary – investigation, repair
• 40.13.020 – Genitourinary – removal or excision
• 40.13.030 – Renal dialysis, haemodialysis
• 40.13.040 – Dialysis machine
• 40.13.900 – Other genitourinary device or procedure
Excludes:
• 40.08 – Obstetric or gynaecological device or procedure
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40.14 Spine, spinal device or procedure 

 Devices or procedures used for treatment and care of the spine, 
vertebra 
• 40.14.010 – Repair procedure (spine, spinal) 
• 40.14.020 – Removal or excision (spine, spinal) 
• 40.14.900 – Other spine, spinal device or procedure 

  

40.15 Blood and blood organ device or procedure 

 Devices or procedures used for treatment and care of the 
circulatory system – arteries and veins, spleen 
• 40.15.010 – Blood and blood organ – removal or excision 
• 40.15.020 – Blood, iron, blood product infusion 
• 40.15.900 – Other blood and blood organ device or procedure 
Excludes: 
• Heart – 40.04 – Cardiovascular device or procedure 

  

40.16 Cancer treatment or procedure 

 Devices or procedures used for treatment of cancer 
• 40.16.010 – Chemotherapeutic treatment or procedure 
• 40.16.020 – Radiotherapeutic treatment or procedure 
• 40.16.900 – Other cancer treatment device or procedure 
Excludes: 
• Medication (20.06 – Antineoplastic agents) 

  

40.17 Respiratory device or procedure 

 Devices or procedures used for treatment and care of the 
respiratory system – lungs, airways 
• 40.17.010 – Respiratory – investigation, repair 
• 40.17.020 – Respiratory – removal or excision 
• 40.17.900 – Other respiratory device or procedure 

  

40.18 Dental device or procedure 

 Devices or procedures used for treatment and care of the teeth 
• 40.18.010 – Dental – removal or excision 
• 40.18.900 – Other dental device or procedure 

  

40.19 Organ or bone marrow transplant 

 • Devices or procedures used for transplant (replacement) of 
bone marrow or vital organs – heart, lungs, kidneys, liver, 
spleen 

  

  



National Coronial Information System 

Coding manual – Version 5 – 2020 | 247 

 40.98 Other medical/surgical device or procedure 

 Other Devices or procedures not previously included in 40 – 
Medical/surgical device 
Includes: 
• 40.98.010 – Aortic aneurysm repair 
• 40.98.020 – Other laparoscopic procedure, nec 
• 40.98.030 – Other surgical procedure, nec 
• 40.98.040 – Multiple medical/surgical procedure 
• 40.98.050 – Other medical/surgical instrument, equipment 
• 40.98.998 – Other specified medical/surgical procedure 

  

98 Other object/substance 

98.02 Public use item 

98.02.010 Barrier, railing, Armco guard rail 
• Barriers, guard rails along the sides of roads, highways , bridges 

  

98.02.020 Bollard 
• post, poles to control flow of traffic or pedestrians 

  

98.02.030 Boom gates 
• gates at railway crossings 

  

98.02.040 Channel or navigation markers, buoys 
• markers within waterways to direct watercraft into adequate 

routes and away from hazards 
  

98.02.050 Fire hydrant 
Excludes: 
• 11.07.020 – Fire extinguisher 

  

98.02.060 High-tension overhead power line 
Excludes: 
• 14.05.080 – Electrical transmission line in or around building 

  

98.02.05 Telephone pole, stobie pole  
• pole holding telephone lines, powerlines or street lights 
• power, telegraph pole 

  

98.02.080 Traffic control devices 
• traffic lights, road signs, roundabouts 
Excludes: 
• barriers/guard rails alongside of road, highway, bridges etc 

(98.02.010 – Barrier, railing, Armco guard rail) 
• 98.20.030 – Boom gates 
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 98.03 Camping equipment 

98.03.010 Tent 
Excludes: 
• child’s tent (6.02.070 – Play tent, tunnel or other enclosure) 

  

98.04 Fastening, binding or securing item, nec 

98.04.040 Cable, cord, nec 
• electrical cable 
Excludes: 
Tie down, zip tie (98.04.40) 
• 7.98.010 – Cable for household appliance (audio, coaxial, phone, 

USB) 
• 98.04.130 – Tie down, zip tie 

  

98.04.120 Strap, webbing 
• strapping or webbing used to secure load to vehicle or trailer 
Excludes: 
• 98.04.130 – Tie down, zip tie 

  

98.05 Explosive material or flammable object/substance, nec 

98.05.05 Explosive 
• blasting material, explosive material, explosive gas or 

incendiary device  
Excludes: 
• 12.98.010 – Explosive weapon 

  

98.05.020 Firework 
• sparklers 
• small indoor or large outdoor fireworks 

  

98.06 Weather, natural disasters 

98.06.010 Abnormal, large wave 
Excludes: 
• normal ocean, tidal movement (15.02.040 – Open sea, ocean) 
• 98.06.120 – Tsunami 

  

98.06.020 Avalanche, land slide, etc 
• snow, rocks, and mudslide 
Excludes: 
• transport accident involving avalanche (1 – Land vehicle or land 

transport, 2 – Mobile machinery or special purpose vehicle) 
• rocks falling as normal movement (15.01.080 – Falling/fallen 

debris, rocks) 
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98.06.050 Flood 
• arising from remote or direct storm, melting snow of 

cataclysmic nature 
Excludes: 
• large wave (98.06.010 – Abnormal, large wave) 

  

98.06.060 Heatwave 
• prolonged period of markedly hot weather (in Australia usually 

over 35°c (95°f)), which may also involve high humidity 
  

98.06.110 Storm 
• blizzard, cloudburst, hurricane, torrential rain 
• transport vehicle washed off road by storm  
Excludes: 
• large wave (98.06.010 – Abnormal, large wave) 

  

98.07 Personal pressures 

98.07.010 Family factors 
• break-up 

  

98.07.040 Work factors 
• bullying 
• debt 
• unemployment 

  

98.98 Other object/substance 

98.08.010 Animal cage 
• 14.98.080 – Storage cage 

  

98.08.050 Coin battery 
• disc battery 
• alkaline 
• lithium 
• nickel cadmium 
• watch 
Excludes: 
• 1.07.120 – Tyre (tire) or battery (attached, unattached) 
• 98.98.060 – Dry cell battery 
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 98.08.060 Dry cell battery 
• alkaline 
• lithium 
• nickel cadmium 
• watch 
Excludes: 
• 1.07.120 – Tyre (tire) or battery (attached, unattached) 

  

98.98.100 Gastric content 
• vomitus 

  

98.98.200 Unsecured load – stationary or being unloaded 
• load falling off a vehicle (truck, trailer etc.) which is stationary at 

time of incident 
Excludes: 
• 98.98.210 – Unsecured load on passing vehicle 

  

98.98.210 Unsecured load on passing vehicle 
• load falling off a vehicle (truck, trailer etc/) in motion at time of 

incident  
Excludes: 
• 98.98.200 – Unsecured load – stationary or being unloaded 

Validation rule • 888 – Still enquiring is not valid for closed cases. If the object or substance 
producing injury is still unknown at the time of case closure, ensure it is coded 
as 999 – Unlikely to be known 

 
 

 The NCIS offers a search facility that allows for the easy identification of an object 
or substance using a keyword, without having to read through the data dictionary 
or review the drop-down menu 

 SEARCHING FOR AN OBJECT OR SUBSTANCE 

Ensure that you are on the Mechanism of Injury and Object or Substance screen 

• Click on the [SEARCH] button next to the object/substance data fields, a new 
screen will open 

• Enter a keyword in the free text data field 
• Click [SEARCH] 
• Applicable results will be displayed 
• Use the [SELECT] option to insert the object/substance into the data fields 
If the search does not display appropriate results, try using a different keyword 
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OBJECT OR SUBSTANCE PRODUCING INJURY – SEARCH TIPS 
 

The NCIS offers a search facility that allows for the easy identification of an object or substance using 
a keyword, without having to read through the data dictionary or review the drop-down menu 

SEARCHING FOR AN OBJECT OR SUBSTANCE 

Ensure that you are on the Mechanism of Injury and Object or Substance screen 

• Click on the [SEARCH] button next to the object/substance data fields, a new screen will open 
• Enter a keyword in the free text data field 
• Click [SEARCH] 
• Applicable results will be displayed 
• Use the [SELECT] option to insert the object/substance into the data fields 
 
If the search does not display appropriate results, try using a different keyword 
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CODING PHARMACEUTICAL SUBSTANCES 
 

For coding purposes, the Pharmaceutical substance for human use codeset is displayed separately to 
all other Object or substance producing injury coding 

The Drug Codeset Edit screen is displayed once 20 – Pharmaceutical substance for human use is 
selected in the object or substance data field and the ‘Edit’ option is selected (see below screenshot) 

Within the Drug codeset edit screen, the Pharmaceutical substance for human use codeset is displayed 
as a single list, which includes the parent drug and metabolites encompassed within the NCIS codeset 

The full list of codes that now appear under the Pharmaceutical substance for human use is available 
to access from NCIS system manuals 

  

Is there a limit to the number of substances that can be coded? 

Yes, the maximum number of substances which can be coded for each case has been limited to 20 

How to use the new codeset? 

For the majority of cases, coders now only need to select the appropriate alcohol/drug(s) from a list of 
pharmaceutical substances. Coders do not need to know which drug class or category the substance 
belongs to, or in the case of metabolites, what the parent drug is 

 

Coders can search for common alcohol/drugs using the search function on the Object screen. The 
full PHSU list can only be searched from within the Drug Coding Screen 

 

https://www.ncis.org.au/about-the-data/system-manuals/
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How to code alcohol/drugs? 

Follow the process below to enter a pharmaceutical substance into the Object data field. 

• Select 20 – Pharmaceutical substance for human use in the Object or substance producing injury 
data field. A new Drug details screen will appear, replacing Category 2 on the Object details 
section. This screen will include an EDIT button 

• Select the EDIT button to open the pop-up Drug codeset edit screen 
• Search for substance in the available NCIS pharmaceutical substances list on the left of the screen 

using the Search by name field or by scrolling through the list. (Refine by using the Search by 
category or search by class to shorten the list of possible substances) 
Note: To activate the search, you need to select the FIND button. 

• Select the substance and click ADD to move the substance to the Selected NCIS pharmaceutical 
substances box on the right of the screen (moved substances will no longer be included in the 
available substance list) 

• Repeat as needed for all required substances 
• Once you have added all applicable substances to the Selected NCIS pharmaceutical substances 

box, select OK. The drug codeset edit pop-up box will now close and the new drug details display 
box will appear. This will include all your selected substances along with their parent drug, drug 
class and drug category 

• Complete any remaining coding, Save the Mechanism/object screen as usual 

  

What if the substance is not included in the list?  

If the specific substance name is known (not a generic term such as ‘a benzodiazepine’), then use: 

•  Other specified pharmaceutical substances for human use and enter drug description(s) into the 
free text field 

 

If the specific substance name is not known, although a generic term, the drug class or drug category 
for the substance is known (for example, a Benzodiazepine, a sedative), then use the: 

• most appropriate generic code (for example, Benzodiazepines, nec, Other Sedatives and Hypnotics) 
 

If you don’t know the specific substance, the drug class or drug category (for example, ‘Multiple 
drugs’), then use: 

• Unspecified drug(s) 
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OHS/WHS INVESTIGATION 
Definition Indication of whether a case has been reported to an investigated by an appropriate 

Occupational Health and Safety or Work Safe organisation 

Status Optional 

Codeset Tick Box 

Guide for use Coders are advised to rick the field when a case has been investigated by a relevant 
OHS or Word Safe organisation regardless of the outcome of the investigation 

This field is separate to the coding of Work relatedness which is a reflection of the 
Coroners determination of whether a case was work related or not 
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PERPETRATOR RELATIONSHIP TO DECEASED 
Definition The recognised relationship of the perpetrator to the deceased at the time of the 

assault which resulted in death 

Status Conditional 

Reported when Intent – case completion coded as 3 – Assault 

Codeset 1 Spouse (married) 

2 De-facto 

3 Separated/divorced spouse 

4 Ex De-facto 

5 Girlfriend/boyfriend 

6 Ex girlfriend/boyfriend 

7 Extra-marital lover/former lover 

8 Parent (biological/adoptive) 

9 Child (biological/adoptive) 

10 Step-parent (inc. De-facto of parent) 

11 Step-child 

12 Sibling (biological/adoptive) 

13 Step-sibling/half-sibling 

14 Grandparent 

15 Grandchild 

16 Child of partner (current/ex) 

17 Ex step-parent (inc. De-facto of parent) 

18 Boyfriend/girlfriend of family member (current/ex) 

19 Other family member 

20 Familial/kin relationship within a specific culture 

21 Formal care giver 

22 Informal care giver 
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23 Housemate (current/former) 

24 Friend (current/former) 

25 Neighbour 

26 Co-resident in hospital/nursing home 

27 Acquaintance 

28 Relationship rival 

29 Work relationship (current/former) 

30 Client/service provider 

31 Co-resident in correctional or detention facility 

32 Gang member (own or rival) 

33 Criminal associate 

34 Known to official authority 

35 Official authority 

36 Stranger 

37 Other relationship 

97 Not stated 

99 Unknown perpetrator 

Guide for use Ideally, perpetrator should be coded based on official processes which suggest 
involvement in the assault (either police arrest, charge, finding of guilt or reference 
within coronial finding) 

 When determining the relationship between the victim and the perpetrator if may be 
useful to use the following statement:  
‘the deceased is the                        of the perpetrator. 

For example: 
 Description Perpetrator 

Deceased is child of the perpetrator Parent 

Deceased is child of the mother’s 
boyfriend 

Boyfriend/girlfriend of family member 
(current/ex) 

Deceased is unknown to the perpetrator Stranger 
 

 Coding is based on official processes which suggest involvement in the assault 
(either police arrest, charge, finding of guilt or reference within coronial finding) 
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However, in the event there has not been any official processes completed in relation 
to the assault, the perpetrator can be coded based on the information provided by 
police in the notification of death, or police brief 

In the event there are more than one perpetrator associated with an assault, the 
coding should reflect the relationship with the highest interpersonal ranking (for 
example, where a fatal assault of the deceased by roommate and two of the 
roommate’s friends. The primary relationship is that of the roommate) 

In the event there are more than one relationship category applicable to a 
perpetrator, coding should reflect relationship with the highest interpersonal ranking 
(for example, siblings who also share a house, the sibling relationship is higher 
interpersonal ranking than roommate and is therefore the appropriate perpetrator 
code 

In the event that the relationship options have the same interpersonal ranking, the 
relationship closest to the top of codeset should be used (for example, perpetrator is 
both grandchild and formal care giver of the deceased, code grandchild) 

Intimate relationships (spouse, de-facto, separate/divorced, ex de-facto, 
girlfriend/boyfriend and ex-girlfriend/boyfriend) apply to both heterosexual and 
homosexual associations between the deceased and the perpetrator 

 

 14 Grandparent 
 

  • Biological, adoptive and step grandparents 

  15 Grandchild 
 

  • Biological, adoptive and step grandparents 

  16 Child of partner (current/ex) 
 

  • Child of boyfriend/girlfriend (Non-biological, adoptive or step-child) 

  18 Boyfriend/girlfriend of family member (current/ex) 
 

  • Boyfriend/girlfriend of a nuclear family member (base family unit) 

  19 Other family member 
 

  • In-laws 
• Niece/nephew 
• Uncle/aunt 
• Cousin 
• Other members of the extended family, not elsewhere listed 
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  20 Familial/kin relationship within a specific culture 
 

  • Cultural recognition of the relationship as being “like family” in the 
relevant person's community 

  21 Formal care giver 
 

  Cases where there is a legal or commercial arrangement for the provision of 
care 

• foster parent 
• care giver in institution 
• health care provider 
• baby sitter 

  22 Informal care giver 
 

  Cases where deceased was dependent on the care giver in a non-
commercial/informal arrangement for daily living activities 

• help with shopping, making appointments, bathing etc. 

  25 Neighbour 
 

  • person who lives next to or near residence of deceased but with whom 
deceased does not have friendship or personal relationship 

Excludes: 
• neighbour with whom an intimate or more personal relationship is or 

was formed (as appropriate for example, 5 – Girlfriend/boyfriend or 6 –Ex 
Girlfriend/boyfriend)  

• neighbour with whom a friendship has formed (24 – friend) 

  26 Co-resident in hospital/nursing home 
 

  • fellow resident within nursing home 
• fellow patient within hospital or health care facility 
Excludes: 
• fellow offender or prisoner within correctional facility (31 – Co-resident  

in correctional or detention facility) 

 27 Acquaintance 
 

  • persons known to deceased outside work other than friend 
• someone who deceased has had prior casual contact or interaction with 

 28 Relationship rival  
 

  • linked by a common intimate partner (partner's extramarital lover or an 
ex-partners’ new partner) 

• result of jealousy or distress related to a current or former partner’s 
actual or suspected relationship 
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 29 Work relationship (current/former) 
 

  • employer 
• employee 
• work colleague 

 30 Client/service provider 
 

  Relationship based on payment for services or receipt of services for which 
you paid 

• health care professional and patient 
• retailer and customer 
• sex worker and client 

 31 Co-resident in correctional or detention facility 
 

  • prisoners 
• detainees 
Excludes: 
• guard or police assault during course of duties (36 – Official authority) 

 33 Criminal associate 
 

  People known to the deceased as a result of criminal activity 

• drug dealers 

 34 Known to official authority 
 

  Assault of an official authority (such as police) by someone known to the 
deceased but not in custody or under detention 

• driver of vehicle evading police 
• subject of warrant being served 
• assault by person known through an official or legal capacity 

 36 Official authority 
 

  • police, military, prison officer 
• private security 

 37 Stranger 
 

  • persons known to the deceased for less than 24 hours 
• perpetrator essentially unknown to the deceased 

 38 Other relationship 
 

  • landlord/tenant 
• student/teacher 
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 97 Not stated 
 

  Applies when identity of the perpetrator is known but the relationship 
between perpetrator and deceased is unknown or not stated 

 99 Unknown perpetrator 
 

  Applies when identity (and subsequently, relationship) of perpetrator is 
unknown to investigating authorities at the time of case closure 

Validation rule • Must not be null if Intent – case completion = 3 – Assault 
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POLICE CASE NUMBER 
Definition the number allocated to the case in the police system 

Status Optional (but preferable) 

Codeset Free Text 

Format varies across each jurisdiction 

Guide for use Used during the automatic attachment of the Police Circumstances reports to the 
applicable case on the NCIS 

If the Police Case Number is included in the case data, it is much easier to both 
attach the document (which is usually named using the number) and guarantee 
attachment to the correct case on the NCIS 
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POST MORTEM NUMBER 
Definition Unique number assigned to the case by the mortuary 

Status Optional (but preferable) 

Codeset Free Text 

Format varies across each jurisdiction 

Guide for use Used during the automatic attachment of the PM or Autopsy reports to the 
applicable case on the NCIS 

If the PM Number is included in the case data, it is much easier to both attach the 
document (which is usually named using the number) and guarantee attachment to 
the correct case on the NCIS 
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RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS  
Definition Last known residential address of the deceased 

Status Mandatory 

 Institution 

 

 Name of the institution, facility or entity where the event occurred 
Free text, can be left blank if no such location is involved in the address 

 Street 

 

 If the residential street address is unknown, use: 

 7 Not applicable (includes resident overseas, no fixed address) 

 8 Still enquiring 

 9 Unlikely to be known 
Validation rules • 8 – Still enquiring is not valid for closed cases. If residential street address is still 

unknown at the time of case closure; ensure it is coded as 9 – Unlikely to be 
known 

 Suburb 

 

 If the residential suburb is unknown, use: 

 7 Not applicable (includes resident overseas, no fixed address) 

 8 Still enquiring 

 9 Unlikely to be known 
 As this is a free text field it is only necessary to type the applicable number (not the 

text). For example, if suburb is unknown enter ‘9’ in the Suburb data field 

 The [SUBURB] button on the Case Death Screen allows coders to search for both the 
Suburb and Postcode of the residential address. Upon selecting the button, a new 
screen will open: enter the desired suburb and all applicable options, as contained in 
the NCIS reference file, will be displayed. Select the correct combination, the Suburb 
and Postcode data fields will be automatically coded 

Validation rule • 8 – Still enquiring is not valid for closed cases. If residential suburb is still 
unknown at the time of case closure, ensure it is coded as 9 – Unlikely to be 
known 
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 Postcode 

 

 If the residential postcode is unknown, use: 

 7777 Not applicable (includes resident overseas, no fixed address) 

 8888 Still enquiring 
 9999 Unlikely to be known 

Validation rule • 8888 – Still enquiring is not valid for closed cases. If residential postcode is still 
unknown at the time of case closure, ensure it is coded as 9999 – Unlikely to be 
known 

 

 State 

 

Codeset 00 Not Applicable (includes Resident Overseas, No Fixed Address) 

01 New South Wales 

02 Victoria 

03 Queensland 

04 South Australia 

05 Western Australia 

06 Tasmania 

07 Northern Territory 

08 Australian Capital Territory 

09 New Zealand 

20 Other territories (Cocos (Keeling) Islands, Christmas Islands and Jervis Bay 
Territory) 

88 Still enquiring 
99 Unlikely to be known 

Validation rule • 88 – Still enquiring is not valid for closed cases. If residential state is still unknown 
at the time of case closure, ensure it is coded as 99 – Unlikely to be known 

 Country 

 

 Refer NCIS Data dictionary for valid codeset 

 If the residential country is unknown, use: 

 9888 Still enquiring 
 9999 Unlikely to be known 

Validation rule • 9888 – Still enquiring is not valid for closed cases 

 

  

https://www.ncis.org.au/about-the-data/system-manuals/
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RESTRICTED CASE 
Definition Limits access to case details to the case creator and others to whom that user grants 

permission 

Status Optional 

Guide for use Tick Box 

If this data item is completed, this indicates that the particular case has been 
restricted for viewing and editing by the case creator 

Validation rule • This field may be null 
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SEX 
Definition Sex of the deceased 

Status Mandatory 

Codeset 1 Male 

2 Female 

8 Still enquiring 

9 Unlikely to be known 

Guide for use The still enquiring and unlikely to be known options are provided for situations such 
as when it is not (yet) possible for the sex of the deceased to be determined, because 
of (for example) the physical state of the remains 

Validation rule • 8 – Still enquiring is not valid for closed cases. If Sex is still unknown at the time 
of case closure, ensure it is coded as 9 – Unlikely to be known 
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SPORTS / RECREATION 
Definition Type of sport or active recreation being undertaken by the person when injured or 

when they died 

Status Conditional 

Codeset Refer to NCIS Data Dictionary for valid codeset 

Reported when Incident activity details is coded as 4 – sport and exercise during leisure time 

Guide for use If sport or recreation activity is unknown, use: 

 888 Still enquiring 

 999 Unlikely to be known 

Validation rule • 888 – Still enquiring is not valid for closed cases. If sports / recreation is still 
unknown at the time of case closure, ensure it is coded as 999 – Unlikely to be 
known 



National Coronial Information System 

Coding manual – Version 5 – 2020 | 268 

SURNAME 
Definition Surname of the deceased 

Layout Free Text 

Status Mandatory 

Guide for use If Surname is unknown, use 

 8 Still Enquiring 

 9 Unlikely to be known 

 As these fields are free text, it is only necessary to type the number rather than the 
entire statement 

For example, if surname of deceased is unknown then enter ‘9’ in Surname data field 

 

Validation rules • Surname of deceased cannot be blank 

 • 8 – Still enquiring is not valid for closed cases. If Surname is still unknown at the 
time of case closure, ensure it is coded as 9 – Unlikely to be known 
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TRANSFER DETAILS 
Definition Indicates movement of the case between courts and/or jurisdictions 

Status Optional 

Codeset 1 Transferred In 

2 Transferred Out 

Guide for use Reported when case is transferred between jurisdictions or courts 

Triggers the display of additional data items to enter the name of the court from 
which or to the case was transferred 
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TRANSFERRED FROM 
Definition Identify the name of the court from which the case was transferred for investigation 

and completion 

Status Optional 

Guide for use Reported when case is transferred between jurisdictions or courts 

Enter the court name from which the case was transferred 
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TRANSFERRED TO 
Definition Identify the name of the court to which the case is being transferred for investigation 

and completion 

Status Optional 

Guide for use Reported when case is transferred between jurisdictions or courts 

• Enter the court name to which the case has been transferred 
• Enter the local case number into the Original Case Number data field 
• If possible, enter both the local case number and the NCIS number for example, 

2010/0001 (SA.2010.1) 
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USER 
Definition Role of the deceased in using the means of transport involved in the incident 

Status Conditional 

Codeset 1 Person on foot, bystander, swimmer 

2 Driver, rider or occupant 

3 Passenger 

4 Person boarding or alighting a vehicle 

5 Person on outside of vehicle 

6 Vehicle occupant not otherwise specified 

7 Occupant out of vehicle 

8 Other specified role of the injured person 

888 Still enquiring 

999 Unlikely to be known 

Guide for use Mechanism of injury coded as 1.01 – Transport injury event 

Select the code that best describes the role of the deceased person, with respect to 
the mode of transport specified in the mode of transport data field. 

If the transport event description does not indicate the deceased person’s role, code 
as 999 – Unlikely to be known 

 User Examples – Inclusions and Exclusions 

 The following are not an absolute listing of inclusions and exclusions for the User 
codeset but are detailed to give some guidance regarding common examples for 
each code 

 1 Person on foot, bystander 
 

  • pedestrian 
• people who intentionally take their own lives by jumping in front of 

traffic 

 2 Driver, rider or occupant 
 

  • person driving a motor vehicle 
• rider on a pushbike 
• person pulling or pushing a pedestrian conveyance (wheelchair, pram) 
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 3 Passenger 
 

  • person in a sidecar or trailer attached to a vehicle 
• person riding in the cargo area of a truck or the back of a utility 
• person riding in a pedestrian conveyance that is pulled or pushed by 

another person 

 4 Person boarding or alighting a vehicle 
 

  • person getting into or onto a transport vehicle 
• person getting off or out of a transport vehicle 

 5 Person on outside of vehicle 
 

  • person travelling on bodywork, bumper, fender, roof rack, running 
board, step or hanging on to a vehicle (for example, train surfing) 

 7 Occupant out of vehicle 
 

  • deceased was an occupant of a vehicle just prior to the incident (fell or 
jumped from moving vehicle, exited running vehicle to open gate etc.), 
code as 7 – occupant out of vehicle 

Validation rule • 888 – Still enquiring is not valid for closed cases. If the User is still unknown at the 
time of case closure, ensure it is coded as 999 – Unlikely to be known 
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USUAL OCCUPATION 
Definition Usual job or duties in which the deceased was principally employed 

Status Optional 

Codeset Refer to NCIS Data Dictionary for valid Codeset 

Guide for Use If usual occupation is unknown use: 

 997000 Response Unidentifiable 

 999000 Response Outside Scope 

 999999 Not Stated 

Where possible the occupation should be coded to the sixth digit level. If the information available 
does not map to a six-digit code, the higher levels may be used 
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USUAL OCCUPATION – TEXT 
Definition Usual job or duties in which the deceased was principally employed 

Status Mandatory 

Reported For All cases 

Guide for use It is vital that as much details as is possible is included, to describe the usual 
occupation of the deceased, as this data field is used by the National Occupational 
Health and Safety Commission (NOHSC) and from industry 

If usual occupation is unknown use: 

8 Still Enquiring 

9 Unlikely to be known 

Validation rule • 8 – Still enquiring is not valid for closed cases. If Usual occupation is still unknown 
at the time of case closure, ensure it is coded as 9 – Unlikely to be known 
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WORK-RELATEDNESS 
Definition Death that occurs as a result of injury, disease or illness that has been attributed to 

the work environment, event or activity of the deceased or other person(s). 

The concept of “work-related death” primarily involves activity that contributes to a 
business or undertaking 

Status Mandatory 

Codeset 1 Work-related 

2 Not work-related 

9 Unlikely to be known 

Guide for use The concept of ‘work related’ includes activity that contributes to a business or 
undertaking 

 Any case where it is determined that exposure of the deceased to their own or 
another person’s work environment or activities contributed to the death, with the 
exception of industrial disease, should be coded as ‘Work-Related’ 

For NCIS purposes, a broad definition of work-relatedness should be applied, 
including cases for which the deceased (or relevant persons) would not be eligible 
for workers compensation 

The key aspect of identification within the NCIS is the coronial recognition that a 
work factor or activity contributed to the death 

Coders may not have all relevant case information in order to make a clear decision 
about whether a death was work related. In the event the coronial investigation does 
not provide sufficient information and work relatedness is not specified in the 
coronial findings, the case should be coded as Unlikely to be known 

When coding a death which occurs as a result of a work related event whilst the 
deceased or others involved were working: Incident Activity Details must be coded 
as 1 – Paid work or 2 – Unpaid work (outside the home) with the occupation and 
industry involved with event coded in the Incident Occupation and Industry at 
Incident data fields 

 
This is separate from the Usual Occupation data field and can differ if the 
deceased is involved in a different occupation at the time of the event 
resulting in death 
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 Workers 

 People receiving payment, profit or payment in-kind for services rendered. Includes 
work experience placements that may not be paid 

This includes: 
• tradesperson such as an electrician who completes electrical work at own home 

or the home of a friend for no payment. Expertise is required and the same work 
methods and safety precautions must be applied, irrespective of payment.  

• hobbies where a person in engaged in activities that may generate a sideline 
income, in addition to their usual income. Such hobbies may include bee 
keeping, hobby farming or craft items sold at markets.  

Generally, there is a specific occurrence that leads to a fatal work-related injury. For 
example, a falling tree strikes a logger in the head, a tractor rolls over onto a farmer, 
a plumber is electrocuted while replacing a pipe, and a truck driver dies as a result of 
a head-on collision 

To satisfy the definition used for this data element, the incident must occur, in part at 
least, because of exposure to some factor or situation that is present because of 
work. This includes incidents during a non-work period if the incident arose because 
of work (for example, an employer is murdered by an employee at their home) 

All aspects of work are included: 
• incidents during a non-work period if the incident arose because of work (for 

example, employer murdered by an employee at home) 
• between the workplace exposures and the suicide/self-harm 
• deliberate injury (leading to death) inflicted by another person is included if it 

arose out of work exposures (assaulted by a customer or patient) or work 
relationships (between business partners) 

Suicides and self-harm are included if there is a clear connection between workplace 
exposures and the suicide. This connection is often very difficult to determine with 
confidence and would usually only be accepted if it is specifically identified by the 
coroner in the finding 

However, a case should not be coded as a work related activity if the injury and 
death was a result of an event within a break/recess from work activity and which did 
not result from work related events, such as being hit by a car whilst crossing the 
road to buy lunch, as the employer has no control or involvement on the behaviour 
of the person at the time of event 

Examples of work-related incidents include: 
• roofer falls whilst replacing asbestos-cement roof sheeting 
• man falls from balcony during a work Christmas party 
• visitor to fruit farm run over by tractor hauling collection bins, whilst picking 

strawberries 
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 Bystanders 

 Deceased is not working but suffers a fatal injury as a result of exposure to the work 
environment or activity of another person 

This includes: 
• a pedestrian fatally injured by a commercial vehicle 
• any fatal injury that occurs to a non-worker on the working part of a farm such 

as a dam, shed, field etc. regardless of the activity undertaken at the time of 
death 

When coding the death of a bystander, it may be necessary to apply the ‘at fault’ 
approach as not all incidents involving a bystander and a worker/work related 
vehicle will be a work related event 

Although the actions/ activities of the bystander placed them in a situation that 
exposed them to work related activities, the ‘fault’ may fall with the bystander rather 
than the work activities for example, a bystander crossing the road walks into the 
path of a truck, which was obeying the road rules 

It is important to note that there does not necessarily have to be anyone working at 
the location during the time of the incident to result in a work related event for 
example, a crane falls on an idle construction site at night and kills a person walking 
past, that person would still be included as a bystander death because the exposure 
to a high energy impact from the crane occurred in part because of the work that 
was being done on the construction site 

Includes: 
• incidents where the bystander is injured by a vehicle on a public road, where the 

vehicle is involved in work activity and is at fault 

Excludes: 
• incidents where the bystander is injured by a vehicle in a public road where the 

vehicle is involved in a work activity but is not at fault 

 Volunteers 

 Volunteers where training and professional knowledge is required, or where the 
governing organisation is administered professionally. In other words; but for the 
fact that the person does not receive an income for their services, what they are 
doing resembles paid work 

Includes: 
• CFA fire-fighters or Meals on Wheels delivery drivers 
Excludes: 
• volunteering where there is no professional expertise or training required such 

as weeding at a school working  
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 Commuting to and from work 

 Fatalities that occur while commuting to and from a work location, or during a recess 
period such as a lunch break are not considered to be work related 

• fatalities that occur while commuting between work locations, where the 
purpose of the travel is to get from one workplace to another, are considered to 
be work related 

 Commercial vehicles 

 • workers with commercial vehicles such as truck drivers, taxi drivers, and 
tradespeople are considered to be working whenever the commercial vehicle is 
in use. When a driver, passenger or bystander is fatally injured by a commercial 
vehicle, this is considered to be work related 

 Farm activities 

 Incidents which occur within the ‘work’ area of a farm should always be coded as 
Work Related: 

• farmer pinned beneath quad bike whilst mustering cattle 
• child kicked by cattle whilst crossing dairy yard to speak to father 
• incidents which occur within the ‘home’ area of a farm are subject to the same 

criterion for coding as any other incident within a residential location 
• farmer falls from roof of house whilst fixing antenna (location on farm irrelevant 

to event – simply a fall from the roof of a house) 

 Criminal activities 

 Criminal activity is not considered to be a work activity for the purpose of 
determining work related fatalities 

Exceptions are: 

• prostitution: for NCIS purposes, this is a work activity 
• assault/homicide: included if the attack is directly connected to the victim's work 

activity or environment (for example, bank tellers, shop assistants) 
• bystanders injured, but otherwise not involved, as a result of an incident 

involving law enforcement, security guards and/or criminals 
• where the criminal activity is incidental to an event involving a legitimate work 

activity or environment such as use of illegal drugs 
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 Industrial disease 

 If, during the course of work activity, a worker is exposed to substances that lead to a 
disease that is ultimately fatal, this is categorised as industrial disease, such as 
Mesothelioma 

These deaths are often not reported for coronial investigation and practices for 
reporting vary between jurisdictions. Therefore, to include these cases in the work-
related definition would lead to misrepresentative data 

Cases where industrial disease is determined to be the cause of death are identifiable 
by other methods within the database 

• therefore, for the purposes of NCIS coding, industrial disease is not considered 
work related and should not be coded as such 

 At fault 

 The ‘at fault’ approach can be applied to cases to determine work relatedness but is 
best suited to cases involving a bystander to a work activity or environment 

If the person or event contributing to or causing a death (either directly or indirectly) 
is involved in a work activity, the resulting death must be coded as Work related 

If the deceased is not working at the time of the event but the person or event 
contributing to or causing a death (either directly or indirectly) is involved in a work 
activity, the deceased may be classified as a bystander to a work-related event 

Motor vehicle incidents where the working vehicle is ‘at fault’ are inevitably coded as 
work related 

Vehicles travelling between work locations for the purpose of employment should 
also be treated as work related even if the working or commuting vehicle is not ‘at 
fault’, by virtue of the need to drive to work 

Commercial vehicles should be considered to be work related whenever the vehicle 
is in use 

Exceptions to the ‘at fault’ rule 

• persons not working at the time of the incident but fatally injured and should be 
included as bystanders, regardless of who is ‘at fault’ include: 
o in a road vehicle traffic accident whilst travelling as a passenger in the cabin 

(the working area) of a truck (including hitchhikers and family members of 
the driver) 

o as a result of vehicle problems, whilst a passenger of any form of transport 
being utilised for work purposes, where travelling in cabin or working area of 
the vehicle (including aircraft) 
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• when struck by a vehicle being used for work purposes in an area that could be 
deemed a defined workplace but still on a public road (for example, a reversing 
garbage truck picking up rubbish) 

 Delayed effect 

 There may be a delay between the work exposure and the death. There is no upper 
limit for the delay between the occurrence of the incident and the death of the 
person, as long as the other aspects of the definition are satisfied 

• for example, a farmer whose tractor rolled over and crushed his chest, who never 
recovered from his injuries and who died three months later of pneumonia, 
would be an eligible work-related case. The same farmer, if he recovered and a 
year later died of a heart attack would not be included 

 Activities at workplace or sponsored work events 

 Fatally injured persons should be included if the circumstances involve skylarking or 
any other non-work activity that occurs at the workplace during working hours 
(including recesses) or during some social function sponsored by the employer. 

Persons fatally injured at work-related social events (such as conferences, meetings 
and sports days) should be included if the event occurs: 
• at the person’s workplace and is at least partly sponsored by the employer 
• elsewhere and is solely or almost solely sponsored by the employer 

 
• ‘employer’ includes the direct employer or the organiser of a work-related 

conference or meeting 

 Travel incidents 

 Incidents that occur during travel are often difficult to verify as work related, as the 
investigation does not always included information on where the deceased or those 
involved were travelling to or from at the time of the incident. However, where the 
information is both available and appropriate the case should be coded as work 
related 

Persons travelling for the course of work such as delivering stock, travelling to 
meetings, attending conference etc., who are injured during the course of this travel 
must be coded as work related regardless of the cause of the event resulting in 
death 

• incident involving Heavy Transport Vehicles should be considered as potential 
work-related events 
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 Iatrogenic cases 

 Refers to the unintended or unnecessary harm or suffering arising from any aspect of 
healthcare management or that develops as a result exposure to a health care 
environment 

Iatrogenic cases are rarely considered to be work related  

 
Cases where the injury was intentional and/or the actions were executed with 
the intent of causing harm should be reviewed as possible work-related cases 

 Emergency personnel (fire, police, ambulance, SES etc.) 

 All fatal injuries sustained by emergency personnel whilst performing the duties for 
which they are trained should be coded as Work Related, regardless of: 
• whether the person was on duty or not 
• who was at fault 
• the specialised training received by emergency personnel places them in a 

unique position of knowledge and expertise limited among the general public 
and it is not unusual for off duty personnel to become involved in rescues and 
activities 

 Work relatedness examples 

 Common scenarios where Work Relatedness is clear include the following: 
  

  Work-related case 

Deaths that occurred as a result of a work activity, 
where the worker or work activity was at fault for 
the incident 

Yes No 

Driver (taxi, courier, truck driver) fatigued after long 
hours and crashes vehicle.   

Worker crushed between the tray/cabin of a truck and 
chassis as a result of hydraulics failure.   

Driver of tractor ejected from tractor after losing control 
– door of tractor was faulty.   

Pedestrian crushed when unsecured load falls from 
truck.   

Pedestrian/Non-worker injured when a working vehicle 
illegal enters intersection.   

Non-worker who is hit by a falling piece of scaffolding 
from a construction site.   
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  Work-related case 

Deaths resulting from self-harm where work related 
factors are confirmed as contributing 

Yes No 

Farmer affected by drought, the destruction of stock and 
loss of family property.   

 

  

  Work-related case 

Deaths that occurred as a consequence of work 
activities 

Yes No 

Driver (taxi, courier, truck driver) involved in a single 
vehicle accident   

Bank worker present during a bank robbery   
 

  

 Common scenarios where Work relatedness is not clear include the following: 

 Deaths that occurred while performing DIY/Owner 
Occupier work if qualified 

Work-related case 

If the person is qualified/trained in the work they are 
performing, should it be considered a work-related 
death even if they are not being renumerated? 

Yes No 

Electrician installing down lights in their own or a friends’ 
home   

Builder constructing their own home   

Bricklayer helping out at a working bee for their child’s 
school   

 

  

 Deaths that occurred while performing DIY/Owner 
Occupier work if not qualified 

Work-related case 

If the person is not qualified/trained but has 
acquired knowledge and understanding of the work 
they are performing, should it be considered a work 
related death even if they are not being paid? 

Yes No 

Motor enthusiast working on his own car   

Builder who changes a light switch in own home 
(exposed to electricians at work for many years)   
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 Deaths while  person was engaged in personal activity 
for which they may receive  minimal “sideline” income 

Work-related case 

 Yes No 

Hobby Farming   

Bee Keeping   

Craft stall at market on weekends   
 

  

 Deaths which occur whilst the deceased is working 
although there appears to be no obvious work-related 
injury involved 

Work-related case 

 Yes No 

Motorcycle courier whose bike hits tram tracks and loses 
traction causing the vehicle to veer into a park vehicle   

Truck driver who is stopped turn right and is rear-ended 
into oncoming traffic but someone who was not paying 
attention to the road 

  

 

  

 Deaths which occur whilst the deceased is interacting 
with a person who is working 

Work-related case 

 Yes No 

Passenger from taxi gets into argument with driver and 
is run down by driver   

Child in a paddock with father who is chopping fire 
wood, falls over side of ute and is run over vehicle   

 

  

 Deaths which occur whilst the deceased is at a work 
sponsored event – but drunk 

Work-related case 

 Yes No 

Work sponsored function sponsored where two 
employees consume a large amount of alcohol and get 
into an argument resulting in a physical altercation 

  

 

  

 Deaths which occur on a property/farm owned or 
worked by the deceased or their family 

Work-related case 

 Yes No 

Child riding quad bike from front gate after being 
dropped off by school bus   

Farmer loading his motorcycle onto ute, to take it to a 
friend’s house to ride   

Child who wanders away from main house and drowns 
in a dam on the farm   
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 Deaths which occur as result of medical incident suffered 
by the worker at time of incident 

Work-related case 

 Yes No 

Truck driver blacks out whilst driving; losing control of 
vehicle and hitting a pedestrian, black out the result of 
medical condition not drugs/alcohol 

  

Worker stung by a wasp, bitten by snake whilst working   

Deceased has epileptic fit whilst working, falls in 
irrigation ditch and drowns   

 

Validation rule • If Work-related is still unknown at the time of case closure, ensure it is coded as 9 
– Unlikely to be known 
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YEARS IN COUNTRY 
Definition Length of time in years, which the deceased has resided in the respective country 

Status Mandatory 

Codeset 0 Under one year residence in Country 

01 – 97 1 to 97 years residence in Country 

98 Born in Country 

888 Still enquiring 

999 Unlikely to be known 

Guide for use Accurate use of the codes as described above allows for easy identification of the 
residential status of the deceased 

This may be particular in research involved death resulting from natural causes and 
country of birth or years of residence in a specific environment 

 Born in country 

 If deceased was born in the respective country (Australia for Australian cases or New 
Zealand) code as 98 regardless of the actual age of the deceased at time of death 

 Country resident 

 If the deceased was not born in the respective country but was a resident at the time 
of death enter the number of years the deceased has lived as a resident in the 
country (0 – 97 only) 

 Tourists / overseas resident 

 If the deceased was a tourist or an overseas resident without permanent residence in 
the respective country, code as 999 

 

Validation rule • 888 – Still enquiring is not valid for closed cases. If Years in country is still 
unknown at the time of case closure, ensure it is coded as 999 – Unlikely to be 
known 
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GENERAL CODING RULES 
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FUNDAMENTAL CODING RULES  
1. Enter the most correct and accurate information for each data field as available on the notification 

and/or closure of the case file 

2. When more than one option could be appropriately coded for a data field; always select the 

option that is detailed first in the codeset 

EXCEPTIONS TO THE RULES  
There are exceptions to almost every rule and for this reason all the guidelines in this manual should 

be applied logically and with due consideration to the case details, circumstances of death and 

conclusions of the police investigation, autopsy report, toxicology report, coronial finding, inquest 

outcomes, comments and recommendations and any other relevant documentation or information 
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ADDRESS DETAILS (UPON CLOSURE OF CASE FILE)  

UNKNOWN ADDRESS (EXCLUDING CASES WHERE DECEASED IS HOMELESS OR A 

TOURIST) 

If the physical address of residence, last seen alive, incident, death or body found cannot be 

determined throughout the investigation, coronial hearing or inquest, the following is valid: 

Data field Code Definition 

Address street 9  

Address suburb 9  

Address postcode 9999  

Address state 999 Unlikely to be known* 

Address country 999 Unlikely to be known** 

 

* Address state Unlikely to be known should only be used for the residential address as it is probable 

that the state details for last seen alive, incident, death and body found are available at time of case 

closure (most commonly this would be and Australia jurisdiction) 

** Address country Unlikely to be known should only be used for the residential address as it is 

probable that the country details for last seen alive, incident, death and body found are available at 

time of case closure (most commonly this would be Australia or New Zealand, depending on the 

jurisdiction) 
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UNKNOWN RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS FOR CASES WHERE DECEASED IS HOMELESS OR A 

TOURIST 

If the deceased was a homeless person or a tourist visiting Australia the address of residence, upon 

the closure of the NCIS case file the following is valid: 

Data field Code Definition 

Address street 7  

Address suburb 7  

Address postcode 7777  

Address state 00 N/A* 

Address country 9777 N/A (no fixed address)** 

 

* Address state N/A is usually only valid for the coding of tourists. It is foreseeable that the residential 

state will be known the homeless, as it may be known that the deceased lived in the state but had no 

fixed address within that state. It is also probable that the state details for last seen alive, incident, 

death and body found are available at time of case closure (most commonly the Australia jurisdiction)  

** Address country N/A (no fixed address) can be replaced with the actual country of residence, if 

known 

These guidelines are relevant for residential address only as it is probable that the actual 

address details for last seen alive, incident, death and body found are available at time of case 

closure.  If these details are unknown refer to guideline Unknown address (excluding cases 

where deceased is homeless or a tourist) above 

  



National Coronial Information System 

Coding manual – Version 5 – 2020 | 291 

CASE TYPE  

DEATH DUE TO NATURAL CAUSES 

If death is either suspected or determined to have resulted from natural causes: 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type 1 Death due to natural cause(s) 

Intent   

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related* 

 

* Death resulting from a disease or condition considered to be a natural cause but contributed to by 

the work activities or location of the deceased should be coded as work-related 

 

DEATH DUE TO EXTERNAL CAUSES 

If death is either suspected or determined to have resulted from external causes: 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent  Complete as appropriate [cannot be blank] 

Work-relatedness  Complete as appropriate 

Mechanism of injury  Complete as appropriate (maximum of 3 mechanisms) 

Object or substance producing 

injury 

 Complete as appropriate (maximum of 3 mechanisms) 

 

 

BODY NOT RECOVERED 

If death confirmed by Coroner but no body was actually recovered: 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type 3 Body not recovered 

Intent   

Work-relatedness  Complete as appropriate 

Mechanism of injury  Complete as appropriate (maximum of 3 mechanisms) 

Object or substance producing 

injury 

 Complete as appropriate (maximum of 3 mechanisms) 

 

  



National Coronial Information System 

Coding manual – Version 5 – 2020 | 292 

DEATH DUE TO UNKNOWN CAUSES 

If death is determined to have resulted from unknown causes: 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type 9 Unlikely to be known 

Intent  Complete as appropriate [cannot be blank] 

Work-relatedness  Complete as appropriate 

Mechanism of injury  Complete as appropriate (maximum of 3 mechanisms) 

Object or substance producing 

injury 

 Complete as appropriate (maximum of 3 mechanisms) 

 

COUNTRY OF BIRTH (UPON CLOSURE OF CASE FILE) 

UNKNOWN COUNTRY OF BIRTH 

If the Country of birth of the deceased cannot be determined throughout the investigation, coronial 

hearing or inquest: 

Data field Code Definition 

Country of birth 9 Unlikely to be known 

Years in country 999 Unlikely to be known 

If correct information is provided the above advice is overridden by the fundamental 

coding rules. 

 

AUSTRALIAN CASES   

Country of birth =Australia 

If the Country of birth of the deceased is determined to be Australia: 

Data field Code Definition 

Country of birth 1101 Australia 

Years in country 98 Born in country 
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COUNTRY OF BIRTH ≠AUSTRALIA 

If the Country of birth of the deceased is determined to be any country other than Australia: 

Data field Code Definition 

Country of birth  Any country, excluding ’1101 – Australia’ 

Years in country  Number of years resided in Australia (1 – 97) OR 999 

 

 

NEW ZEALAND CASES   

New Zealand cases: Country of birth =New Zealand 

If the Country of birth of the deceased is determined to be Australia: 

Data field Code Definition 

Country of birth 1201 New Zealand 

Years in country 98 Born in country 

 

Country of birth ≠ New Zealand 

If the Country of birth of the deceased is determined to be any country other than New Zealand: 

Data field Code Definition 

Country of birth  Any country, excluding ’1201 – New Zealand’ 

Years in country  Number of years resided in New Zealand (1 – 97) OR 

999 
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INTENT  

INTENT – BLANK 

The Intent data fields (notification and case completion) can only be blank if the Case Type is 

suspected or determined to be equal to 1 – Death due to natural cause(s) or 3 – Body not recovered 

 

INTENT – INTENTIONAL SELF-HARM 

If Intent – case completion is determined to be 2 – Intentional self-harm the following must apply: 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent 2 Intentional self-harm 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related* 

Incident – activity – level 1 98 Other activity 

Incident – activity – level 2 98.1 Self inflicted harm 

Mechanism of injury  Complete as appropriate (maximum of 3 mechanisms) 

Object or substance producing 

injury 

 Complete as appropriate (maximum of 3 mechanisms) 

Last seen – location   Complete as appropriate to specify where person was 

last seen alive 

Incident – location   Complete as appropriate to specify where incident 

occurred 

Death – location   Complete as appropriate to specify where death 

occurred 

Body found – location   Complete as appropriate to specify where the body 

was found 

 

* The majority of intentional self-harm cases will not be work-related.  However, there may be the rare 

case where the work environment or factor (such as stress, workload, bullying etc.) will have a 

profound effect on the person culminating in a self-harm death 
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LOCATION  

LOCATION = 3.4 – NURSING HOME 

If the any location is listed as a 3.4 – Nursing home: 

Data field Code Definition 

Incident – location – level 1 3 Medical service area 

Incident – location – level 2 3.4 Nursing home 

Incident – activity – level 1 7 Being taken care of 

Incident – activity – level 2 7.1 Being taken care of by health care professional 

 

 

LOCATION = AGED CARE HOME (NOT NURSING HOME) 

If the any location is listed as being an aged-care home but not a nursing home: 

Data field Code Definition 

Incident – location – level 1 2 Residential institution area 

Incident – location – level 2 2.1 Home for elderly, retirement village 

Incident – activity – level 1  Complete as appropriate 

Incident – activity – level 2  Complete as appropriate 

 

EXCEPTIONS TO THE ABOVE GUIDELINES 

Death resulting from self-harm 

If death was the result of a self-harm activity then no matter where the deceased resided the incident 

activity must be coded out as 2 – Self inflicted harm 

 

Deceased not a patient or resident of a health care or residential/correctional facility 

If the incident occurred on the grounds of a health care facility or residential/correctional facility and 

the deceased was not a patient or resident of the facility code the incident activity to the activity the 

deceased was engaged in at the time the incident occurred, for example, drug taking, working for 

income, voluntary work, visiting relatives etc. 
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TERMINAL ILLNESS AS A CONTRIBUTING FACTOR  
Often in external cause cases contributing factors such as a terminal disease or illness are specified as 

a contributing factor to the cause of death (usually as a part 2) 

If the diagnosis of a terminal illness is determined to have been a contributing factor in the death, the 

disease may be coded as a mechanism of Injury, as below.  There would be no object or substance to 

code and therefore the No object data field can be ticked 

Data field Code Definition 

Mechanism of injury – level 1 98 Other mechanism of injury 

Mechanism of injury – level 2 98.98 Other specified mechanism of injury 

Mechanism of injury – level 1  [name of disease or illness] 

Object or substance producing 

injury 

 No Object 

 

 

Mechanism of injury codes exist for several diseases, illness or other contributing factors: 

Code Definition 

6.01.060 Alcoholic disease 

98.07.120 Smoking 

98.08.030 Mesothelioma, asbestosis 

98.08.040 Other industrial disease 

 Each of the above codes allow for the coding of applicable object/substance 



National Coronial Information System 

Coding manual – Version 5 – 2020 | 297 

UNKNOWN IDENTITY (UPON CLOSURE OF CASE FILE) 
If the identity of the deceased cannot be determined throughout the investigation, coronial hearing or 

inquest: 

Data field Code Definition 

Surname 9  

Given names 1 9  

Given names 2   

Date of birth 09/09/9999 If an estimate of the deceased age can be provided, 

code as 01/01/xxxx    (where xxxx = estimated year 

of birth) 

Age (at death) 999 Enter estimate of age if can be provided 

Age unit 9 Unlikely to be known 

If estimate age provided, enter the corresponding 

age unit 

Residential address – street 9  

Residential address – suburb 9  

Residential address – postcode 9999  

Residential address – state 9 Unlikely to be known 

Residential address – country 9999 Unlikely to be known 

Country of birth 9999 Unlikely to be known 

Years in country 999 Unlikely to be known 

Indigenous status 999 Unlikely to be known 

If correct information is provided the above advice is overridden by the fundamental coding 

rules 
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CASE STUDIES 

Case one: Natural death 

Scenario: 56 year old male collapsed whilst playing golf on a golf course 

Cause of death (as at autopsy): Myocardial infarction 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 1 Death due to natural cause(s) 

Intent – case completion   

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 5 Sports and athletic area 

Incident – location – level 2 5.1 Sporting grounds (outdoor) 

Incident – activity – level 1 4 Sports and exercise during leisure time 

Incident – activity – level 2 4.2 Informal sports and exercise during leisure time 

Incident – sports/rec – level 1* 11 Target, precision sports 

Incident – sports/rec – level 2 11.07 Golf 

Death – activity – level 1 3 Medical service area 

Death – activity – level 2 3.1 Hospital 

Cause of death 1a  Myocardial infarction 

* Code Sports/recreation as: 

• Organised sports and active recreation, if person is playing golf in a competition. 

• Informal sports and active recreation, if person is playing golf as a leisure activity.  
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Case two: External death 

Scenario: 90 year old female fell when bed in which she was sleeping 

collapsed. Deceased resided in a nursing home and later died in 

hospital 

Cause of death (as at autopsy): Subdural haemorrhage sustained when she hit floor 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 1 Unintentional 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 3 Medical service area 

Incident – location – level 2 3.4 Nursing home 

Incident – activity – level 1 7 Being taken care of 

Incident – activity – level 2 7.1 Being taken care of by health care professional 

Death – location – level 1 3 Medical service area 

Death – location – level 2 3.1 Hospital 

Cause of death 1a  Subdural haemorrhage sustained when she hit floor 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 1.02 Contact with object or animal 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 1.02.020 Contact with static, stationary object 

Primary Object – level 1 14 Building, building component or related fitting 

Primary Object – level 2 14.03 Floor or related fitting/feature 

Primary Object – level 3 14.03.999 Unspecified floor or related fitting/feature 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 2 1.05 Falling, stumbling, jumping, pushed 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 3 1.05.050 Falling/stumbling/jumping/pushed from a height: 1 

metre or more 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 5 Furniture/furnishing 

Secondary1 Object – level 2 5.01 Bed, bedding or bedding accessories 

Secondary1 Object – level 3 5.01.010 Bed 
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Case three: Body not recovered 

Scenario: Deceased has not been seen for eight years. There has been no 

activity on bank accounts and relevant funding agencies; all 

identification was located at the residence. At time of 

disappearance traces of blood were found in residence and 

vehicle was at residence 

Cause of death (as at autopsy): Body not recovered 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 3 Body not recovered 

Intent – case completion   

Work-relatedness 9 Unlikely to be known 

Incident – location – level 1 999 Unlikely to be known 

Incident – activity – level 1 999 Unlikely to be known 

Death – location – level 1 999 Unlikely to be known 

Cause of death 1a  Body not recovered 

Mechanism of injury   

Object or substance producing 

injury 
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Case four: Death resulting from unknown cause 

Scenario: 20 month old child found dead in bed by mother. Mother and 

child were living in caravan at a caravan park. Child was declared 

dead at scene 

Cause of death (as at autopsy): Inconclusive 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 999 Unlikely to be known 

Intent – case completion 999 Unlikely to be known 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 1 Home or dwelling 

Incident – location – level 2 1.5 Residential caravan, mobile home, houseboat, motor 

home 

Incident – activity – level 1 6 Vital personal activity 

Incident – activity – level 2 6.1 Resting, sleeping 

Death – location – level 1 1 Home or dwelling 

Death – location – level 2 1.5 Residential caravan, mobile home, houseboat, motor 

home 

Cause of death 1a  Inconclusive 

Mechanism of injury   

Object or substance producing 

injury 
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Case five: Unidentified skeletal remains 

Scenario: Skeletal remains uncovered during the excavation of the 

Melbourne Docklands  

Cause of death (as at autopsy): Inconclusive 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 999 Unlikely to be known 

Intent – case completion 999 Unlikely to be known 

Work-relatedness 9 Unlikely to be known 

Surname 9  

Given names 1 9  

Given names 2   

Incident – location – level 1 999 Unlikely to be known 

Incident – activity – level 1 999 Unlikely to be known 

Death – location – level 1 999 Unlikely to be known 

Cause of death 1a  [As detailed in the coronial finding or autopsy report] 

Mechanism of injury   

Object or substance producing 

injury 

  

The above coding should be overridden if more significant information is available – such as 

the location of the incident 
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CODING GUIDELINES FOR SPECIFIED TOPICS 
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CODING GUIDELINES FOR SPECIFIED TOPICS 

CHOKING   

THINGS TO WATCH OUT FOR 

• Activity 

o What was the deceased doing at the time of the incident? 

• Mechanisms and objects 

o Read all documents carefully to identify all contributing mechanisms or objects/substances 

and ensure that these are all coded appropriately 

• Contributing factors 

o Do the available documents (autopsy, toxicology, pathology etc.) implicate the involvement of 

any other mechanism, object or substance as a contributing factor? 

o Was the performance of anyone involved impaired by alcohol or drugs? 

 

CODING SEQUENCE  

1. How the person was choked and who or what was responsible? 

o Mechanism – threats to breathing, obstruction etc.  

o Object – who or what caused the choking – such as food, person, personal use item etc. 

2. Contributing factors – alcohol, drugs 

 

CODING TIP 

• It is usually only necessary to code one mechanism of injury/object or substance producing injury 

combination to describe a choking event 
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Example 1: Choking on food 

Scenario Deceased choked on a piece of steak whilst eating a hot meal for 

dinner in a restaurant 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Asphyxia by choking 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 1 Unintentional 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 11 Commercial area 

Incident – location – level 2 11.4 Hospitality venue 

Incident – activity – level 1 6 Vital personal activity 

Incident – activity – level 2 6.2 Eating, drinking 

Death – location – level 1 11 Commercial area 

Death – location – level 2 11.4 Hospitality venue 

Cause of death 1a  Asphyxia by choking 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 5 Threat to breathing 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 5.01 Mechanical threat to breathing 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 5.01.040 Inhalation or ingestion of object/substance 

Primary Object – level 1 19 Food, drink 

Primary Object – level 2 19.01 Food, drink or related product 

Primary Object – level 3 19.01.080 Hot solid food 
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Example 2: Asphyxiation on vomit 

Scenario Deceased was drinking with friends at home and passed out. 

Later found dead 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Asphyxiation on vomitus and alcohol toxicity 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 1 Unintentional 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 1 Home or dwelling 

Incident – location – level 2 1.1 House 

Incident – activity – level 1 6 Vital personal activity 

Incident – activity – level 2 6.1 Resting, sleeping 

Death – location – level 1 1 Home or dwelling 

Death – location – level 2 1.1 House 

Cause of death 1a  Asphyxiation due to vomiting 

Cause of death 1b  Alcohol toxicity 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 5.01 Mechanical threat to breathing 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 5.01.040 Inhalation or ingestion of object/substance 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 98 Other object/substance 

Primary Object – level 1 98.98 Other object/substance 

Primary Object – level 2 98.98.100 Gastric content 

Primary Object – level 3 5.01 Mechanical threat to breathing 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 1 6 Exposure to chemical or other substance 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 2 6.01 Poisoning by chemical or other substance 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 3 6.01.010 Poisoning by pharmaceutical substance 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 20 Pharmaceutical substance for human use 

Pharmaceutical substance Description Parent Class Category 

 Alcohol Alcohol Alcohols Sedatives and 

hypnotics 

Note: Incident – Activity could also be coded as: 

Incident – activity – level 1 98 Other activity 

Incident – activity – level 2 98.98 Other specified activity excluding travel 

 

CODING TIP 

• As the deceased passed out from alcohol toxicity, it could be stated that deceased was not 

resting or sleeping at the time of the incident. However, the most appropriate code is Resting, 

sleeping 
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Example 3: Plastic bag and helium asphyxia 

Scenario Deceased found on bed with a plastic bag secured overhead, 

there was a gas cylinder containing helium lying next to the 

deceased with a hose directing the gas into the bag 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Asphyxia (plastic bag & helium) 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 2 Intentional self-harm 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 1 Home or dwelling 

Incident – location – level 2 1.2 Flat, apartment, terrace house 

Incident – activity – level 1 98 Other activity 

Incident – activity – level 2 98.1 Self inflicted harm 

Death – location – level 1 1 Home or dwelling 

Death – location – level 2 1.2 Flat, apartment, terrace house 

Cause of death 1a  Asphyxia (plastic bag & helium) 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 5 Threat to breathing 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 5.01 Mechanical threat to breathing 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 5.01.050 Suffocation from object covering mouth and nose 

Primary Object – level 1 98 Other object/substance 

Primary Object – level 2 98.98 Other object/substance 

Primary Object – level 3 98.98.170 Plastic bag 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 1 5 Threat to breathing 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 2 5.03 Threat to breathing from low oxygen environment 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 21 Other non-pharmaceutical chemical substance 

Secondary1 Object – level 2 21.98 Other non-pharmaceutical chemical substance 

Secondary1 Object – level 3 21.07.050 Helium gas 
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CRUSHING   

THINGS TO WATCH OUT FOR 

• Work-relatedness 

o Was the person working for income at the time of the incident? 

• Activity 

o Does the death involve a sport or recreation activity – rock climbing etc.? 

• Mechanisms and objects 

o Read all documents carefully to identify all contributing mechanisms or objects/substances 

and ensure that these are all coded appropriately 

o Was there contact with a static object such as the branch, a rock etc.? 

o Did the deceased fall from a stationary object? 

• Contributing factors 

o Do the available documents (autopsy, toxicology, pathology etc.) implicate the involvement of 

any other object or substance as a contributing factor? 

o Was the performance of anyone involved impaired by alcohol or drugs? 

o Did the weather conditions at the time of the incident contribute to the accident? 

 

CODING TIPS  

• If crushed within a single object, it is only necessary to code the object once. The scenario should 

be clearly depicted with the use of mechanism of injury Crushing by single object 

1. The object, vehicle, apparatus involved – car, tractor, motorcycle etc. 

2. Any contributing factors – alcohol, drugs etc. 

• If between two or more objects, code each object contributing to the crushing of the deceased 

for example,  the object on top and bottom or the object on either side of the deceased. Usually 

the Mechanism of injury coding will be the same for each rank (primary, secondary1); the Object 

or substance producing injury coding which will show the items between which the deceased was 

crushed. This allows for an easy identification of all the objects involved in the event 

1. The first object, vehicle, apparatus involved – car, tractor, motorcycle etc. 

2. The second object, vehicle, apparatus involved – car, building, ground etc. 

3. Any contributing factors – alcohol, drugs etc. 
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Example 4: Crushing between two tractors 

Scenario Farmer crushed between two tractors whilst attempting to tow 

one from the shed on their dairy farm. Died in ambulance on way 

to hospital 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Multiple crushing injuries 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 1 Unintentional 

Work-relatedness 1 Work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 9 Farm 

Incident – location – level 2 9.2 Area for raising or care of animals 

Incident – activity – level 1 1 Paid work 

Incident – activity – level 2 1.3 Paid work 

Death – location – level 1 121313 Dairy cattle farmer 

Death – location – level 2 A0160 Dairy cattle farming 

Cause of death 1a  Multiple crushing injuries 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 1.04 Crushing 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 1.04.010 Pinching, crushing between objects 

Primary Object – level 1 2 Mobile machinery or special purpose vehicle 

Primary Object – level 2 2.01 Mobile machinery/special purpose vehicle used in 

agriculture 

Primary Object – level 3 2.01.070 Tractor 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 2 1.04 Crushing 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 1.04.1 Pinching, crushing between objects 

Secondary1 Object – level 2 2 Mobile machinery or special purpose vehicle 

Secondary1 Object – level 3 2.01 Mobile machinery/special purpose vehicle used in 

agriculture 

 

CODING TIP 

• Code twice as deceased was crushed between two tractors 
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Example 5: Crushing in MVA 

Scenario Deceased was driving home from a nightclub when they lost 

control of their 4WD and was partially ejected and crushed 

between 4WD and ground. Died at the scene of the incident 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Multiple crushing injuries 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 1 Unintentional 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 6 Transport area: public highway, freeway, street or 

road 

Incident – location – level 2 6.1 Roadway 

Incident – activity – level 1 8 Travelling not elsewhere classified 

Incident – activity – level 2 8.1 General travel by vehicle 

Death – location – level 1 6 Transport area: public highway, freeway, street or 

road 

Death – location – level 2 6.1 Roadway 

Cause of death 1a  Multiple crushing injuries 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 1.01 Transport injury event 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 1.01.010 Vehicle occupant 

Primary Object – level 1 1 Land vehicle or land transport 

Primary Object – level 2 1.04 Light land transport vehicle 

Primary Object – level 3 1.04.030 Four wheel drive, sports utility vehicle, jeep 

Vehicle details – Mode level 1 10 Special all-terrain or off-road vehicle 

Vehicle details – Mode level 2 10.3 Four wheel drive vehicle, 4x4 

Vehicle details – Counterpart 

level 1 

15 No counterpart 

Vehicle details – Counterpart 

level 1 

15.1 Sudden movement of vehicle resulted in injury 

Vehicle details – Context level 1 1 Land transport traffic injury event 

Vehicle details – User level 1 2 Driver, rider or operator 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 2 1.04 Crushing 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 3 1.04.010 Pinching, crushing between objects 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 15 Ground surface or surface conformation 

Secondary1 Object – level 2 15.01 Ground surface  

Secondary1 Object – level 3 15.01.180 Roadway 

Secondary2 Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Secondary2 Mechanism – level 2 1.04 Crushing 
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Secondary2 Mechanism – level 3 1.04.010 Pinching, crushing between objects 

Secondary2 Object – level 1 1 Land vehicle or land transport 

Secondary2 Object – level 2 1.04 Light land transport vehicle 

Secondary2 Object – level 3 1.04.030 Four wheel drive, sports utility vehicle, jeep 
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DROWNING   

THINGS TO WATCH OUT FOR 

• Work-relatedness 

o Was the person working for income at the time of the incident – commercial fisherman? 

• Activity 

o Does the death involve a sport or recreation activity? 

o Was the person working for income at the time of the incident?  

o Was this a self-inflicted injury? 

o Was this an assault? 

• Mechanisms and objects 

o Read all documents carefully to identify all contributing mechanisms or objects/substances 

and ensure that these are all coded appropriately 

o Was there contact with a static object such as the branch, a rock etc.? 

o Did the deceased fall from a stationary object? 

o Did the deceased become entangled in objects below the water surface which prevented 

them from rising for air and assistance? 

o Code MVA as a secondary mechanism and object for drowning deaths resulting from car 

accidents, plane accidents, boat capsizing etc. 

• How did deceased get into the water? 

o Code falls, jumping, assaults, etc. as secondary mechanism as this action resulted in the death 

by drowning 

• Contributing factors 

o Do the available documents (autopsy, toxicology, pathology etc.) implicate the involvement of 

any other object or substance as a contributing factor? 

o Was the performance of anyone involved impaired by alcohol or drugs? 

o Did the weather conditions at the time of the incident contribute to the accident? 

 

CODING SEQUENCE  

1. Where did the event occur? – lake, river, pool, ocean, sea, dam etc. 

2. How did the person get into the water? – MVA, watercraft accident, jumped or fell into water 

3. Contributing factors 
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Example 6: Jumped from a bridge 

Scenario Deceased committed suicide by jumping off a bridge into river 

below 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Drowning 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 2 Intentional self-harm 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 98 Other place of occurrence 

Incident – location – level 2 98.2 Bridge, overpass 

Incident – activity – level 1 98 Other activity 

Incident – activity – level 2 98.1 Self inflicted harm 

Death – location – level 1 12 Countryside 

Death – location – level 2 12.2 Stream of water 

Cause of death 1a  Drowning 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 5 Threat to breathing 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 5.02 Drowning/near drowning 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 5.02.040 Drowning/near drowning after intentionally entering 

water 

Primary Object – level 1 15 Ground surface or surface conformation 

Primary Object – level 2 15.02 Body of water 

Primary Object – level 3 15.02.060 River, stream, creek, canal 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Secondary1 Object – level 2 1.05 Falling, stumbling, jumping, pushed 

Secondary1 Object – level 3 1.05.050 Falling/stumbling/jumping/pushed from a height: 1 

metre or more 

Secondary2 Mechanism – level 1 14 Building, building component or related fitting 

Secondary2 Mechanism – level 2 14.98 Other building, building component or fitting 

Secondary2 Mechanism – level 3 14.98.010 Bridge, overpass, walkway 

 

CODING TIP 

• Code the Incident – location as the bridge as this is where the incident started, the Death – 

location should be coded as the river to explain where death occurred 
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Example 7: Swept off rocks whilst rock fishing 

Scenario Deceased drowned after being swept off rocks by a wave whilst 

rock fishing 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Drowning 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 1 Unintentional 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 12 Countryside 

Incident – location – level 2 12.5 Beach, shore, bank of a body of water 

Incident – activity – level 1 4 Sports and exercise during leisure time 

Incident – activity – level 2 4.2 Informal sports and exercise during leisure time 

Incident – sports/rec – level 1 5 Individual water sports 

Incident – sports/rec – level 2 5.15 Rock fishing 

Death – location – level 1 12 Countryside 

Death – location – level 2 12.3 Large area of water 

Cause of death 1a  Drowning 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 5 Threat to breathing 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 5.02 Drowning/near drowning 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 5.02.030 Drowning /near drowning after being swept off rocks 

Primary Object – level 1 15 Ground surface or surface conformation 

Primary Object – level 2 15.02 Body of water 

Primary Object – level 3 15.02.040 Open sea, ocean 
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Example 8: Drowning whilst swimming 

Scenario Deceased drowned whilst swimming at the beach 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Drowning 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 1 Unintentional 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 12 Countryside 

Incident – location – level 2 12.3 Large area of water 

Incident – activity – level 1 4 Sports and exercise during leisure time 

Incident – activity – level 2 4.2 Informal sports and exercise during leisure time 

Incident – sports/rec – level 1 5 Individual water sports 

Incident – sports/rec – level 2 5.14 Swimming – recreational 

Death – location – level 1 12 Countryside 

Death – location – level 2 12.3 Large area of water 

Cause of death 1a  Drowning 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 5 Threat to breathing 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 5.02 Drowning/near drowning 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 5.02.020 Drowning /near drowning while in a body of water 

Primary Object – level 1 15 Ground surface or surface conformation 

Primary Object – level 2 15.02 Body of water 

Primary Object – level 3 15.02.040 Open sea, ocean 
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Example 9: Motor vehicle accident (MVA) into creek 

Scenario Deceased driving home from a friend’s house, drowned in creek 

after their car left road 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Drowning 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 1 Unintentional 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 12 Countryside 

Incident – location – level 2 12.2 Stream of water 

Incident – activity – level 1 8 Travelling not elsewhere classified 

Incident – activity – level 2 8.1 General travel by vehicle 

Death – location – level 1 12 Countryside 

Death – location – level 2 12.2 Stream of water 

Cause of death 1a Drowning 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 5 Threat to breathing 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 5.02 Drowning/near drowning 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 5.02.050 Drowning/near drowning following a vehicle 

incident 

Primary Object – level 1 15 Ground surface or surface conformation 

Primary Object – level 2 15.02 Body of water 

Primary Object – level 3 15.02.060 River, stream, creek, canal 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 2 1.01 Transport injury event 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 3 1.01.010 Vehicle occupant 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 1 Land vehicle or land transport 

Secondary1 Object – level 2 1.04 Light land transport vehicle 

Secondary1 Object – level 3 1.04.010 Passenger car 

Vehicle details – Mode level 1 6 Light transport vehicle with four or more wheels 

Vehicle details – Mode level 2 6.1 Motor car, station wagon, minivan 

Vehicle details – Counterpart 

level 1 

15 No counterpart 

Vehicle details – Counterpart 

level 1 

15.1 Sudden movement of vehicle resulted in injury 

Vehicle details – Context level 1 1 Land transport traffic injury event 

Vehicle details – User level 1 2 Driver, rider or operator 
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Example 10: Drowning following capsize of boat 

Scenario Deceased sailing in competition and drowned as a result of the 

yacht capsizing in a storm 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Drowning 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 1 Unintentional 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 12 Countryside 

Incident – location – level 2 12.3 Large area of water 

Incident – activity – level 1 4 Sports and exercise during leisure time 

Incident – activity – level 2 4.1 Organised sports and exercise during leisure time 

Incident – sports/rec – level 1 4 Boating sports 

Incident – sports/rec – level 2 4.07 Boating, sailing, yachting 

Death – location – level 1 12 Countryside 

Death – location – level 2 12.3 Large area of water 

Cause of death 1a  Drowning 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 5 Threat to breathing 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 5.02 Drowning/near drowning 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 5.02.010 Drowning /near drowning following fall into water 

Primary Object – level 1 15 Ground surface or surface conformation 

Primary Object – level 2 15.02 Body of water 

Primary Object – level 3 15.02.040 Open sea, ocean 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 2 1.05 Falling, stumbling, jumping, pushed 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 3 1.05.040 Falling/stumbling/jumping/pushed from a height: 

less than 1 metre 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 3 Watercraft or water transport 

Secondary1 Object – level 2 3.02 Unpowered watercraft or water transport 

Secondary1 Object – level 3 3.02.040 Sailboat, unpowered yacht 

Secondary2 Mechanism – level 1 8 Exposure to (effect of) weather, natural disaster, or 

other force of nature 

Secondary2 Mechanism – level 2 8.01 Exposure to (effect of) precipitation 

Secondary2 Mechanism – level 3 8.01.010 Exposure to rain, storm, cloudburst 

Secondary2 Object – level 1 98 Other object/substance 

Secondary2 Object – level 2 98.06 Weather, natural disasters 

Secondary2 Object – level 3 98.06.110 Storm 
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POISONING   

THINGS TO WATCH OUT FOR 

• Toxicity = poisoning  

o Always code a documented use of term “toxicity” as poisoning by or exposure to……. 

• Activity 

o What was the deceased doing at the time of the incident – was this self-inflicted harm? 

• Mechanisms and objects 

o Read all documents carefully to identify all contributing mechanisms or objects /substances 

and ensure that these are all coded appropriately 

WHEN SHOULD ALCOHOL AND/OR DRUGS BE CODED? 

Refer to Concept definitions: contribution of alcohol and drugs 

WHICH DRUGS SHOULD BE CODED? 

If the case meets at least one of the three criteria listed above, then: 

• Code all alcohol and/or drugs detected in toxicology tests and listed in toxicology reports  

Coders do not need to determine the extent by which drugs contributed to the death, just that 

drugs were present 

For easier data entry and reference, where appropriate, list the drugs as they appear on the toxicology 

reports — this is usually in alphabetical order 

CODING TIPS 

• Effect of …..  

o Code as Unspecified poisoning by chemical or other substance (if toxicity not documented) 

• Combined effect of ….  

o Code as Poisoning by pharmaceutical substance 

• Alcoholic cirrhosis of the liver  

o Code as Alcoholic disease 

• Alcoholic cardiac disease 

o Code as Alcoholic disease 

• Alcohol and drug toxicity  

o Code as Poisoning by pharmaceutical substance 
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CODING MECHANISMS AND OBJECTS BASED ON CONTRIBUTION TO DEATH  

• If the alcohol or drug is the primary cause of death code as primary otherwise alcohol and drug 

toxicity or use are usually coded last in the sequence 

• MVA with alcohol as contributing factor – code out MVA then code alcohol 

CODING SEQUENCE  

1. What substance did the person use? 

o Mechanism – Poisoning by pharmaceutical substances, Poisoning by other substance (not 

pharmaceutical), etc. 

o Object – alcohol, heroin, carbon monoxide, helium, etc. 

Depending on the mechanism there may be additional coding required 

2. What did the person use to assist in the poisoning or injury? 

o Mechanism – poisoning by other substance (not pharmaceutical), etc.  

o Object – pressurised hose, pipe, vacuum cleaner hose etc. 

3. Contributing factors – alcohol, drugs, terminal illness 

CARBON MONOXIDE POISONING 

Code 

1. How death occurred – motor vehicle exhaust gas 

2. What equipment/device was used to get gas into car – pressurised hose  

In some cases there will be no secondary object to code. For these cases it is only necessary to 

code the primary mechanism and object to explain the poisoning and the source of the poison:  

- lies at rear of vehicle and breaths the carbon monoxide gas directly from the exhaust  

- gas is produced from heater or device in an enclosed room 

DRUG OR ALCOHOL POISONING 

Code 

1. How death occurred – poisoning and the drug/alcohol/poison involved; 

2. Contributing factors 

Refer to alcohol and drug coding tips newsletter for more advice 

  

https://www.ncis.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/NCIS-Coding-Tips_Alcohol-and-Drugs-Related-Deaths-Revised_SEP-2018.pdf
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Example 11: Accidental drug overdose 

Scenario Deceased found in lounge room of flat 

Finding states ‘toxicological analysis of samples taken at autopsy 

detected methadone at blood level at the lower end of the fatal 

range, as well as the sedative drug diazepam which can have 

additive toxic effects to the methadone. Death was due to the 

toxic effects of methadone and diazepam 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Toxic effects of methadone and diazepam 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 1 Unintentional 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 1 Home or dwelling 

Incident – location – level 2 1.2 Flat, apartment, terrace house 

Incident – activity – level 1 98 Other activity 

Incident – activity – level 2 98.2 Drug taking activities 

Death – location – level 1 1 Home 

Death – location – level 2 1.2 Flat, apartment, terrace house 

Cause of death 1a  Toxic effects of methadone and diazepam 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 6 Exposure to chemical or other substance 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 6.01 Poisoning by chemical or other substance 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 6.01.010 Poisoning by pharmaceutical substance 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 20 Pharmaceutical substance for human use 

Pharmaceutical substance Description Parent Class Category 

 Methadone Methadone Synthetic opioid 

analgesics 

Analgesics 

 Diazepam Diazepam Benzodiazepines Sedatives and 

hypnotics 

 

CODING TIP 

• List all the pharmaceutical substances as they appear on the toxicology report 
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Example 12: Chronic alcoholism 

Scenario Deceased found in bed at home 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Alcoholic liver disease 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 1 Unintentional 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 1 Home or dwelling 

Incident – location – level 2 1.1 House 

Incident – activity – level 1 6 Vital personal activity 

Incident – activity – level 2 6.1 Resting, sleeping 

Death – location – level 1 1 Home or dwelling 

Death – location – level 2 1.1 House 

Cause of death 1a  Alcoholic liver disease 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 6 Exposure to chemical or other substance 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 6.01 Poisoning by chemical or other substance 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 6.01.060 Alcoholic disease 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 20 Pharmaceutical substance for human use 

Pharmaceutical substance Description Parent Class Category 

 Alcohol Alcohol Alcohols Sedatives and 

hypnotics 

 

CODING TIP 

• The cause of death allows coding to the specific mechanism of injury 

• If the cause of death had not been so specific or deceased was not declared to be suffering from 

the toxic or poisoning effects of alcohol at the time of death, the case could not therefore be 

coded to anything other than unspecified effect of chemical substance 

Data field Code Definition 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 6.01 Poisoning by chemical or other substance 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 6.01.999 Unspecified poisoning by chemical or other substance 
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Example 13: Intentional heroin overdose 

Scenario Person found in a public toilet block at the local shops and 

transported to hospital 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Self-inflicted heroin overdose 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 2 Intentional self-harm 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 10 Recreational area, cultural area, or public building 

Incident – location – level 2 10.9 Public toilet 

Incident – activity – level 1 98 Other activity 

Incident – activity – level 2 98.1 Self inflicted harm 

Death – location – level 1 3 Medical service area 

Death – location – level 2 3.1 Hospital 

Cause of death 1a  Heroin overdose 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 6 Exposure to chemical or other substance 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 6.01 Poisoning by chemical or other substance 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 6.01.010 Poisoning by pharmaceutical substance 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 20 Pharmaceutical substance for human use 

Pharmaceutical substance Description Parent Class Category 

 Heroin and 

metabolites 

Heroin and 

metabolites 

Semisynthetic 

opioid analgesics 

Analgesics 

 

CODING TIPS 

• List all the pharmaceutical substances as they appear on the toxicology report 

• If metabolites of heroin are detected in toxicology report, these should be coded. As well as all 

other substances listed 

• As heroin quickly is metabolised, toxicology results may not specifically list ‘heroin’ as a detected 

substance 
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Example 14: Effects of cannabis 

Scenario Deceased found on bedroom floor in a hotel – no suicide note 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Effects of cannabis 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 1 Unintentional 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 11 Commercial area 

Incident – location – level 2 11.5 Motel, hotel 

Incident – activity – level 1 999 Unlikely to be known 

Incident – activity – level 2 11 Commercial area 

Death – location – level 1 11.5 Motel, hotel 

Death – location – level 2  Effects of cannabis 

Cause of death 1a 6 Exposure to chemical or other substance 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 6.01 Poisoning by chemical or other substance 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 6.01.999 Unspecified poisoning by chemical or other substance 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 20 Pharmaceutical substance for human use 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Pharmaceutical substance Description Parent Class Category 

 Cannabis Cannabis Cannabinoids and 

related drugs 

Cannabinoids 

and related 

drugs 

 

CODING TIP 

• List all the pharmaceutical substances as they appear on the toxicology report 

• The effect was not specified as being toxic so must code to unspecified effects of chemical 

substances 
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Example 15: Motor vehicle exhaust poisoning 

Scenario Person found in car, hose attached from exhaust pipe into the 

rear window 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Carbon monoxide poisoning 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 2 Intentional self-harm 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 1 Home or dwelling 

Incident – location – level 2 1.1 House 

Incident – activity – level 1 98 Other activity 

Incident – activity – level 2 98.1 Self inflicted harm 

Death – location – level 1 1 Home or dwelling 

Death – location – level 2 1.1 House 

Cause of death 1a  Carbon monoxide poisoning 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 6 Exposure to chemical or other substance 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 6.01 Poisoning by chemical or other substance 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 6.01.020 Poisoning by other substance (not pharmaceutical) 

Primary Object – level 1 21 Other non-pharmaceutical chemical substance 

Primary Object – level 2 21.98 Other non-pharmaceutical chemical substance 

Primary Object – level 3 21.07.090 Motor vehicle exhaust gas 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 1 6 Exposure to chemical or other substance 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 2 6.01 Poisoning by chemical or other substance 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 3 6.01.020 Poisoning by other substance (not pharmaceutical) 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 11 Tool, machine, apparatus for work-related activity 

Secondary1 Object – level 2 11.04 Pressure-based equipment 

Secondary1 Object – level 3 11.04.050 Pressurised hose, pipe (garden hose) 

 

CODING TIP 

• Secondary 1 Object coding should reflect the appliance used to direct the carbon monoxide into 

the vehicle or enclosed space. For example if the hose from a vacuum cleaner is used code as: 

Data field Code Definition 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 7 Appliance used in household 

Secondary1 Object – level 2 7.02 Cleaning or laundering appliance or tool 

Secondary1 Object – level 3 7.02.010 Cleaning appliance hose or fixture 
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Example 16: Accidental carbon monoxide poisoning 

Scenario Deceased found in bed in own flat. A portable gas heater was 

located in the room. The bedroom door and windows were 

closed. The heater was releasing carbon monoxide into a room 

with insufficient ventilation 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Carbon monoxide poisoning 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 1 Unintentional 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 1 Home or dwelling 

Incident – location – level 2 1.2 Flat, apartment, terrace house 

Incident – activity – level 1 6 Vital personal activity 

Incident – activity – level 2 6.1 Resting, sleeping 

Death – location – level 1 1 Home or dwelling 

Death – location – level 2 1.2 Flat, apartment, terrace house 

Cause of death 1a  Carbon monoxide poisoning 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 6 Exposure to chemical or other substance 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 6.01 Poisoning by chemical or other substance 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 6.01.020 Poisoning by other substance (not pharmaceutical) 

Primary Object – level 1 21 Other non-pharmaceutical chemical substance 

Primary Object – level 2 21.98 Other non-pharmaceutical chemical substance 

Primary Object – level 3 21.07.110 Other sources of carbon monoxide 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 1 6 Exposure to chemical or other substance 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 2 6.01 Poisoning by chemical or other substance 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 3 6.01.020 Poisoning by other substance (not pharmaceutical) 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 7 Appliance used in household 

Secondary1 Object – level 2 7.04 Heating or cooling appliance 

Secondary1 Object – level 3 7.04.050 Electric or gas radiator, heater 
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ELECTROCUTION 

THINGS TO WATCH OUT FOR 

• Work-relatedness 

o Was the deceased working for income at the time of the incident? 

• Activity 

o What was the deceased doing at the time of the incident? 

o Was the deceased working at the time of the incident? 

o Was the deceased performing home maintenance at the time of the incident? 

• Mechanisms and objects 

o Read all documents carefully to identify all contributing mechanisms or objects/substances 

and ensure that these are all coded appropriately 

• Contributing factors 

o Do the available documents (autopsy, toxicology, pathology etc.) implicate the involvement of 

any other mechanism, object or substance as a contributing factor? 

o Was the performance of anyone involved impaired by alcohol or drugs? 

o Did the weather conditions at the time of the incident contribute to the accident? 

 

CODING SEQUENCE 

1. What was the injury and how did the injury occur? 

o Mechanism – lightening, electrical current  

o Object – lightening, household appliance, tool etc.  

2. Contributing factors – ladder, contact with metal or conducting object, alcohol, drugs 
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Example 17: Electrocution whilst working on overhead powerlines 

Scenario Deceased sailing in competition and drowned as a result of the 

yacht capsizing in a storm 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Drowning 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 1 Unintentional 

Work-relatedness 1 Work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 8 Industrial or construction area 

Incident – location – level 2 8.98 Other specified industrial or construction area 

Incident – activity – level 1  Electrical powerlines 

Incident – activity – level 2 1 Paid work 

Incident occupation 342211 Electrical lines worker 

Industry at incident D2620 Electricity transmission 

Death – location – level 1 6 Transport area: public highway, freeway, street or 

road 

Death – location – level 2 6.2 Footpath 

Cause of death 1a  Electrocution 

Cause of death 1b  Multiple injuries 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 98 Other mechanism of injury 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 98.02 Exposure to electricity, radiation 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 98.02.010 Exposure to electric current 

Primary Object – level 1 98 Other object/substance 

Primary Object – level 2 98.02 Public use item 

Primary Object – level 3 98.02.060 High-tension overhead power lines 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 2 1.02 Contact with object or animal 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 3 1.02.2 Contact with static, stationary object 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 15 Ground surface or surface conformation 

Secondary1 Object – level 2 15.01 Ground surface  

Secondary1 Object – level 3 15.01.090 Footpath 

Secondary2 Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Secondary2 Mechanism – level 2 1.05 Falling, stumbling, jumping, pushed 

Secondary2 Mechanism – level 3 1.05.050 Falling/stumbling/jumping/pushed from a height: 1 

metre or more 

Secondary2 Object – level 1 11 Tool, machine, apparatus used for work-related 

activity 

Secondary2 Object – level 2 11.05 Other unpowered equipment 

Secondary2 Object – level 3 11.05.050 Ladder, movable step, trestle 
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Example 18: Lightning strike while playing golf 

Scenario Deceased struck by lightning while playing golf in an informal 

game at a public golf course 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Lightning strike 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 1 Unintentional 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 5 Sports and athletics area 

Incident – location – level 2 5.1 Sporting grounds (outdoor) 

Incident – activity – level 1 4 Sports and exercise during leisure time 

Incident – activity – level 2 4.2 Informal sports and exercise during leisure time 

Incident – sports/rec – level 1 11 Target, precision sports 

Incident – sports/rec – level 2 11.07 Golf 

Death – location – level 1 5 Sports and athletics area 

Death – location – level 2 5.1 Sporting grounds (outdoor) 

Cause of death 1a  Lightning strike 

Cause of death 1b 8 Exposure to (effect of) weather, natural disaster, or 

other force of nature 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 8.01 Exposure to (effect of) precipitation 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 8.01.010 Exposure to rain, storm, cloudburst 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 98 Other object/substance 

Primary Object – level 1 98.06 Weather, natural disasters 

Primary Object – level 2 98.06.070 Lightning 

Primary Object – level 3  Lightning strike 

 

CODING TIP 

• If deceased was a professional golfer this case would be work-related with the activity coded to: 

Data field Code Definition 

Incident – activity – level 1 1 Paid work 

Incident – activity – level 2 1.2 Paid work 

 

CODING TIP 

• If deceased was playing in a competition the activity would be coded to: 

Data field Code Definition 

Incident – activity – level 1 4 Sports and exercise during leisure time 

Incident – activity – level 2 4.1 Organised sports and exercise during leisure time 
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FALLS   

THINGS TO WATCH OUT FOR 

• Work-relatedness 

o Was the person working for income at time of incident – roofer working on construction site? 

• Activity 

o What was the deceased doing at the time of the incident – was this self-inflicted harm? 

o Was the person working at the time of the fall? 

o Was the person performing home maintenance at the time of the fall? 

• Mechanisms and objects 

o Read all documents carefully to identify all contributing mechanisms or objects/substances 

and ensure that these are all coded appropriately 

o Primary mechanism – usually contact with a static object  

(Blunt force/Contact with object or animal/Contact with static, stationary object) 

o Secondary mechanism – usually the fall  (Blunt force/Falling, stumbling, jumping, pushed/ …... ) 

o Object – floor is located under Building, building component, or related fitting 

o Object – ground is located under Ground surface or surface conformation 

• Contributing factors 

o Do the available documents (autopsy, toxicology, pathology etc.) implicate the involvement of 

any other mechanism, object or substance as a contributing factor? 

o Was the performance of anyone involved impaired by alcohol or drugs? 

o Did the weather conditions at the time of the incident contribute to the accident? 

CODING SEQUENCE 

1. What did the person impact with? 

o  [primary mechanism/object] = usually a static, stationary object 

2. Where did the person fall from?  

o [secondary 1 mechanism/object] 

3. Contributing factors 

 

CODING TIP 

• A good tip to remember when coding falls and trying to determine the sequence of coding 

versus the sequence of events is: it is not the fall but the landing that matters 
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Example 19: Fall from a height while drinking 

Scenario Deceased drinking with friends in motel room (reported to be 

drunk) – fell from balcony and found on garden bed below 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Multiple injuries from fall – no inquest held. Toxicology did not 

show alcohol toxicity 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 1 Unintentional 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 11 Commercial area 

Incident – location – level 2 11.5 Motel, hotel 

Incident – activity – level 1 6 Vital personal activity 

Incident – activity – level 2 6.2 Eating, drinking 

Death – location – level 1 11 Commercial area 

Death – location – level 2 11.5 Motel, hotel 

Cause of death 1a  Multiple injuries from fall 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 1.02 Contact with object or animal 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 1.02.2 Contact with static, stationary object 

Primary Object – level 1 15 Ground surface or surface conformation 

Primary Object – level 2 15.01 Ground surface 

Primary Object – level 3 15.01.130 Ground – grass, dirt, garden bed, sand 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 2 1.05 Falling, stumbling, jumping, pushed 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 3 1.05.050 Falling/stumbling/jumping/pushed from a height: 1 

metre or more 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 14 Building, building component, or related fitting 

Secondary1 Object – level 2 14.98 Other building, building component or fitting 

Secondary1 Object – level 3 14.05.020 Balcony, mezzanine, roof 

Secondary2 Mechanism – level 1 6 Exposure to chemical or other substance 

Secondary2 Mechanism – level 2 6.01 Poisoning by chemical or other substance 

Secondary2 Mechanism – level 3 6.01.999 Unspecified poisoning by chemical or other 

substance 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 20 Pharmaceutical substance for human use 

Pharmaceutical substance Description Parent Class Category 

 Alcohol Alcohol Alcohols Sedatives and 

hypnotics 

 

CODING TIP 

• List all the pharmaceutical substances as they appear on the toxicology report 



National Coronial Information System 

Coding manual – Version 5 – 2020 | 332 

Example 20: Fall after tripping over a coffee table 

Scenario Elderly person tripped over a coffee table at home and fell to 

floor 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Fatal fracture injuries from fall 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 1 Unintentional 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 1 Home or dwelling 

Incident – location – level 2 1.1 House 

Incident – activity – level 1 6 Vital personal activity 

Incident – activity – level 2 6.6 Walking, moving around 

Death – location – level 1 1 Home or dwelling 

Death – location – level 2 1.1 House 

Cause of death 1a  Fatal fracture injuries from fall 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 1.02 Contact with object or animal 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 1.02.020 Contact with static, stationary object 

Primary Object – level 1 14 Building, building component, or related fitting 

Primary Object – level 2 14.03 Floor or related fitting/feature 

Primary Object – level 3 14.03.010 Floor – carpeted 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 2 1.05 Falling, stumbling, jumping, pushed 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 3 1.05.010 Falling/stumbling by tripping on same level 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 5 Furniture/furnishing 

Secondary1 Object – level 2 5.03 Table, stand, cupboard, shelf or partition 

Secondary1 Object – level 3 5.03.040 Coffee table 
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Example 21: Fall outside 

Scenario Elderly person fell to ground in backyard while hanging out 

clothes 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Hypothermia from exposure overnight 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 1 Death due to natural cause(s) 

Intent – case completion   

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 1 Home or dwelling 

Incident – location – level 2 1.1 House 

Incident – activity – level 1 9 Domestic duties 

Incident – activity – level 2 9.1 Cleaning, cooking, clothes, washing, etc. 

Death – location – level 1 1 Home or dwelling 

Death – location – level 2 1.1 House 

Cause of death 1a  Hypothermia 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 4 Thermal mechanism 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 4.02 Cooling 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 4.02.010 Cooling: natural source 

Primary Object – level 1 98 Other object/substance 

Primary Object – level 2 98.06 Weather, natural disasters 

Primary Object – level 3 98.06.090 Prolonged outdoor exposure – heat/cold 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 2 1.02 Contact with object or animal 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 3 1.02.020 Contact with static, stationary object 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 15 Ground surface or surface conformation 

Secondary1 Object – level 2 15.01 Ground surface 

Secondary1 Object – level 3 15.01.090 Footpath 

Secondary2 Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Secondary2 Mechanism – level 2 1.05 Falling, stumbling, jumping, pushed 

Secondary2 Mechanism – level 3 1.05.010 Falling/stumbling by tripping on same level 

Secondary2 Object – level 1  No object 
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FIRE/BURNS/INCINERATION   

THINGS TO WATCH OUT FOR 

• Work-relatedness 

o Was the person working for income at the time of the incident – fireman? 

• Activity 

o What was the deceased doing at the time of the incident – did they light the fire? 

• Mechanisms and objects 

o Read all documents carefully to identify all contributing mechanisms or objects/substances 

and ensure that these are all coded appropriately 

o Code MVA as a secondary mechanism/object for resulting incinerations or burns 

o Look for sources of the fire such as accelerants, cigarettes, matches, stove, heater etc. 

o If deceased was incinerated but autopsy states that death was due to the injuries received in 

the MVA (died on impact) – the incineration is irrelevant to the death and is not to be coded 

• Contributing factors 

o Do the available documents (autopsy, toxicology, pathology etc.) implicate the involvement of 

any other mechanism, object or substance as a contributing factor? 

o Was the performance of anyone involved impaired by alcohol or drugs? 

o Did the weather conditions at the time of the incident contribute to the accident? 

 

CODING SEQUENCE  

1. How was the person burnt? 

o Fire, explosive device, ignition of object or substance etc. 

2. Where was the person when they were burnt? 

o MVA, building fire, bushfire 

3. Were any accelerants used? 

o Petrol, matches etc 

4. Contributing factors 

 

CODING TIPS 

• If burns result from a MVA (and the cause of death was burns) – code MVA as the secondary 

• If the deceased was incinerated or burnt but autopsy shows that death occurred prior to the 

incineration – do not code the incineration/burn 

• Injuries sustained after death are irrelevant to NCIS coding 
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Example 22: Accidental house fire 

Scenario Deceased found in own home after a house fire started by 

incorrectly installed home insulation 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Smoke inhalation 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 1 Unintentional 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 1 Home or dwelling 

Incident – location – level 2 1.1 House 

Incident – activity – level 1 9 Domestic duties 

Incident – activity – level 2 9.1 Cleaning, cooking, clothes, washing, etc. 

Death – location – level 1 1 Home or dwelling 

Death – location – level 2 1.1 House 

Cause of death 1a  Smoke inhalation 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 4 Thermal mechanism 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 4.01 Heating 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 4.01.060 Inhalation of smoke from burning object/substance 

Primary Object – level 1 17 Fire, flame, smoke 

Primary Object – level 2 17.02 Smoke 

Primary Object – level 3 17.02.010 Smoke inhalation 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 1 4 Thermal mechanism 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 2 4.01 Heating 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 3 4.01.060 Inhalation of smoke from burning object/substance 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 17 Fire, flame, smoke 

Secondary1 Object – level 2 17.01 Fire, flame 

Secondary1 Object – level 3 17.01.080 Uncontrolled fire, flame in building or structure 

Secondary2 Mechanism – level 1 4 Thermal mechanism 

Secondary2 Mechanism – level 2 4.01 Heating 

Secondary2 Mechanism – level 3 4.01.030 Contact with fire or flame 

Secondary2 Object – level 1 14 Building, building component, or related fitting 

Secondary2 Object – level 2 14.98 Other building, building component, or fitting 

Secondary2 Object – level 3 14.05.040 Building insulation 
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Example 23: Fell asleep while smoking 

Scenario Deceased fell asleep whilst smoking a cigarette, clothing caught 

fire 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Burns 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 1 Unintentional 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 1 Home or dwelling 

Incident – location – level 2 1.1 House 

Incident – activity – level 1 6 Vital personal activity 

Incident – activity – level 2 6.98 Other specified personal activity 

Death – location – level 1  Smoking cigarette and fell asleep 

Death – location – level 2 1 Home or dwelling 

Cause of death 1a 1.1 House 

Cause of death 1b  Burns 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 4 Thermal mechanism 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 4.01 Heating 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 4.01.030 Contact with fire or flame 

Primary Object – level 1 9 Item for personal use 

Primary Object – level 2 9.01 Clothes, foot wear, or related products 

Primary Object – level 3 9.01.999 Unspecified clothes, footwear or related product 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 1 4 Thermal mechanism 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 2 4.01 Heating 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 3 4.01.030 Contact with fire or flame 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 9 Item for personal use 

Secondary1 Object – level 2 9.08 Tobacco or related product 

Secondary1 Object – level 3 9.08.010 Cigarette, cigar, pipe 
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Example 24: Self harm using fire 

Scenario Deceased poured petrol over self and set self alight (self-

immolation) in parkland, transferred to hospital in an ambulance 

but died on way to hospital 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Burns 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 2 Intentional self-harm 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 10 Recreational area, cultural area, or public building 

Incident – location – level 2 10.3 Public park 

Incident – activity – level 1 98 Other activity 

Incident – activity – level 2 98.1 Self inflicted harm 

Death – location – level 1 3 Medical service area 

Death – location – level 2 3.7 Ambulance 

Cause of death 1a  Burns 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 4 Thermal mechanism 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 4.01 Heating 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 4.01.030 Contact with fire or flame 

Primary Object – level 1 17 Fire, flame, smoke 

Primary Object – level 2 17.01 Fire, flame 

Primary Object – level 3 17.01.060 Ignition of highly flammable material 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 1 4 Thermal mechanism 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 2 4.01 Heating 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 3 4.01.070 Self immolation 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 17 Fire, flame, smoke 

Secondary1 Object – level 2 17.01 Fire, flame 

Secondary1 Object – level 3 17.01.070 Self immolation 
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Example 25: Bushfire death while working as a fire fighter 

Scenario Deceased was a voluntary fire fighter who caught during a 

bushfire in a national forest and suffered major burns. Died in 

hospital 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Severe burns 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 1 Unintentional 

Work-relatedness 1 Work-related* 

Incident – location – level 1 12 Countryside 

Incident – location – level 2 12.6 Forest, bushland, national park 

Incident – activity – level 1 2 Unpaid work (outside the home) 

Incident – activity – level 2 2.4 Fire fighting 

Incident occupation 441212 Fire fighter 

Industry at incident O7713 Fire protection and other emergency services 

Death – location – level 1 3 Medical service area 

Death – location – level 2 3.1 Hospital 

Cause of death 1a  Severe burns 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 4 Thermal mechanism 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 4.01 Heating 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 4.01.030 Contact with fire or flame 

Primary Object – level 1 17 Fire, flame, smoke 

Primary Object – level 2 17.01 Fire, flame 

Primary Object – level 3 17.01.030 Bushfire, wildfire 

Work related commentary: volunteers where training and professional knowledge is required, or 

where the governing organisation is administered professionally. In other words; but for the fact 

that the person does not receive an income for their services, what they are doing resembles paid 

work 

For more information, refer to the volunteer section within the Work relatedness definition 
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FIREARMS   

THINGS TO WATCH OUT FOR 

• Work-relatedness 

o Was the person working for income at the time of injury – police officer? 

• Activity 

o What was the deceased doing at the time of the incident – was this self-inflicted harm? 

o Was the person engaged in a war or civil insurrection at the time of injury? 

o Was the person involved in a legal intervention at the time of injury? 

• Mechanisms and objects 

o Read all documents carefully to identify all contributing mechanisms or objects/substances 

and ensure that these are all coded appropriately 

• Contributing factors 

o Do the available documents (autopsy, toxicology, pathology etc.) implicate the involvement of 

any other mechanism, object or substance as a contributing factor? 

o Was the performance of anyone involved impaired by alcohol or drugs? 

 

CODING SEQUENCE  

1. How was the deceased injured and what type of firearm causing the injury? 

o Mechanism – Shot by firearm 

o Object – Handgun, Rifle, Shotgun, Airgun, other firearm etc. 

2. Contributing factors – alcohol, drugs 

 

CODING TIP 

• There is no need to code out the person responsible for the shooting as this can be determined 

by the Intent – case completion data field: 

o Unintentional 

o Assault 

o Intentional self-harm 

o Legal intervention 

o Operations of war or civil conflict and acts of terrorism 
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Example 26: Self harm by gun 

Scenario Deceased was found in garage of family home with rifle gunshot 

wound to the head 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Self-inflicted gunshot wound to head with alcohol toxicity 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 2 Intentional self-harm 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 1 Home or dwelling 

Incident – location – level 2 1.1 House 

Incident – activity – level 1 98 Other activity 

Incident – activity – level 2 98.1 Self inflicted harm 

Death – location – level 1 1 Home or dwelling 

Death – location – level 2 1.1 House 

Cause of death 1a  Gunshot wound to head 

Cause of death 1b  Alcohol toxicity 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 2 Piercing, penetrating force 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 2.02 Puncturing, stabbing 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 2.02.020 Shot by firearm, gun 

Primary Object – level 1 12 Weapon 

Primary Object – level 2 12.02 Firearm or related item 

Primary Object – level 3 12.02.080 Rifle  

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 1 6 Exposure to chemical or other substance 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 2 6.01 Poisoning by chemical or other substance 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 3 6.01.010 Poisoning by pharmaceutical substance 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 20 Pharmaceutical substance for human use 

Pharmaceutical substance Description Parent Class Category 

 Alcohol Alcohol Alcohols Sedatives and 

hypnotics 

 

CODING TIP 

• List all the pharmaceutical substances as they appear on the toxicology report 
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Example 27: Shot while at workplace 

Scenario Bank teller shot by robber during a bank robbery, died at scene. 

Weapon was a handgun 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Gunshot wound to chest 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 3 Assault 

Perpetrator relationship 25 Stranger 

Work-relatedness 1 Work-related* 

Incident – location – level 1 11 Commercial area 

Incident – location – level 2 11.1 Shop, store 

Incident – activity – level 1 1 Paid work 

Incident – activity – level 2 1.3 Paid work 

Incident occupation 552111 Bank worker 

Industry at incident K6221 Banking 

Death – location – level 1 11 Commercial area 

Death – location – level 2 11.1 Shop, store 

Cause of death 1a  Gunshot wound to chest 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 2 Piercing, penetrating force 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 2.02 Puncturing, stabbing 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 2.02.020 Shot by firearm, gun 

Primary Object – level 1 12 Weapon 

Primary Object – level 2 12.02 Firearm or related item 

Primary Object – level 3 12.02.030 Handgun 

Work related commentary:  deceased is not working but suffers a fatal injury as a result of 

exposure to the work environment or activity of another person 

For more information, refer to the bystander section within the Work relatedness definition 
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HANGING   

THINGS TO WATCH OUT FOR 

• Activity 

o What was the deceased doing at the time of the incident – was this self-inflicted harm? 

• Mechanisms and objects 

o Read all documents carefully to identify all contributing mechanisms or objects/substances 

and ensure that these are all coded appropriately 

• Contributing factors 

o Do the available documents (autopsy, toxicology, pathology etc.) implicate the involvement of 

any other mechanism, object or substance as a contributing factor? 

o Was the performance of anyone involved impaired by alcohol or drugs? 

 

CODING SEQUENCE  

1. What did the person use to hang themselves or another person? 

o Mechanism – Threats to breathing/Mechanical threat to breathing/Hanging 

o Object – rope, belt, cord etc. 

2. Where did the person hang themselves or another person? 

o Mechanism – Threats to breathing/Mechanical threat to breathing/Hanging  

o Object – rafter, beam, tree etc. 

3. Contributing factors – alcohol, drugs, terminal illness 
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Example 28: Self harm by hanging at home 

Scenario Deceased hanged themselves with a leather belt from the 

bedroom door handle 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Hanging 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 2 Intentional self-harm 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 1 Home or dwelling 

Incident – location – level 2 1.1 House 

Incident – activity – level 1 98 Other activity 

Incident – activity – level 2 98.1 Self inflicted harm 

Death – location – level 1 1 Home or dwelling 

Death – location – level 2 1.1 House 

Cause of death 1a  Hanging 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 5 Threat to breathing 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 5.01 Mechanical threat to breathing 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 5.01.010 Hanging 

Primary Object – level 1 9 Item used for personal use 

Primary Object – level 2 9.01 Clothes, foot wear, or related products 

Primary Object – level 3 9.01.010 Belt, braces, suspenders, sash 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 1 5 Threat to breathing 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 2 5.01 Mechanical threat to breathing 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 3 5.01.1 Hanging 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 14 Building, building component, or related fitting 

Secondary1 Object – level 2 14.02 Door, window, or related fitting/feature 

Secondary1 Object – level 3 14.02.040 Door handle, door hinge 
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Example 29: Self harm by hanging in bushland 

Scenario Deceased hanged themselves with an electrical cord from a tree 

branch in a farm paddock. The farm was not connected to the 

deceased in anyway 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Hanging 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 2 Intentional self-harm 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 9 Farm 

Incident – location – level 2 9.5 Paddock, field 

Incident – activity – level 1 98 Other activity 

Incident – activity – level 2 98.1 Self inflicted harm 

Death – location – level 1 9 Farm 

Death – location – level 2 9.5 Paddock, field 

Cause of death 1a  Hanging 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 5 Threat to breathing 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 5.01 Mechanical threat to breathing 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 5.01.010 Hanging 

Primary Object – level 1 7 Appliance used in household 

Primary Object – level 2 7.98 Other household appliance 

Primary Object – level 3 7.98.020 Cord of household appliance, extension cord 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 1 5 Threat to breathing 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 2 5.01 Mechanical threat to breathing 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 3 5.01.010 Hanging 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 13 Animal, plant or person 

Secondary1 Object – level 2 13.01 Plant  

Secondary1 Object – level 3 13.01.100 Tree, plant 
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Example 30: Accidental hanging 

Scenario Deceased was a child playing in a tree in the backyard of the 

family home. Deceased jumped from tree, scarf caught on 

branch and resulted in the child being hanged 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Hanging 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 1 Unintentional 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 1 Home or dwelling 

Incident – location – level 2 1.1 House 

Incident – activity – level 1 5 Leisure or play 

Incident – activity – level 2 5.2 Leisure time activities with an entertainment element, 

such as going to the cinema, to a dance/party 

Death – location – level 1 1 Home or dwelling 

Death – location – level 2 1.1 House 

Cause of death 1a  Hanging 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 5 Threat to breathing 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 5.01 Mechanical threat to breathing 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 5.01.010 Hanging 

Primary Object – level 1 9 Item used for personal use 

Primary Object – level 2 9.01 Clothes, foot wear, or related products 

Primary Object – level 3 9.01.060 Neck tie, scarf, bandana 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 1 5 Threat to breathing 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 2 5.01 Mechanical threat to breathing 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 3 5.01.010 Hanging 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 13 Animal, plant or person 

Secondary1 Object – level 2 13.01 Plant 

Secondary1 Object – level 3 13.01.100 Tree, plant 
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Example 31: Self harm by hanging while in custody 

Scenario Deceased was in police custody, being transported to hospital in 

a police van following incident of self-harm in police cell. Upon 

arrival at the hospital, it was discovered that the deceased had 

suspended himself with a seatbelt within the van. The CCTV 

monitors within the van were not operational, as such the 

correctional officers could not observe the activities of the 

deceased. Resuscitation was attempted at the hospital 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Suspended asphyxiation 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 2 Intentional self-harm 

Work-relatedness 1 Work-related* 

Incident – location – level 1 2 Residential institution area 

Incident – location – level 2 2.3 Prison, youth training or detention area 

Incident – activity – level 1 98 Other activity 

Incident – activity – level 2 98.1 Self inflicted harm 

Death – location – level 1 3 Medical service area 

Death – location – level 2 3.1 Hospital 

Cause of death 1a  Hanging 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 5 Threat to breathing 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 5.01 Mechanical threat to breathing 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 5.01.010 Hanging 

Primary Object – level 1 1 Land vehicle or land transport 

Primary Object – level 2 1.07 Parts/components of land vehicle or land transport 

Primary Object – level 3 1.07.150 Vehicle seatbelts, deploying airbags 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 1 5 Threat to breathing 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 2 5.01 Mechanical threat to breathing 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 3 5.01.010 Hanging 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 1 Land vehicle or land transport 

Secondary1 Object – level 2 1.07 Parts/components of land vehicle or land transport 

Secondary1 Object – level 3 1.07.070 Interior of vehicle 

Work related commentary: Within the finding, the coroner stated that the faulty CCTV 

monitoring system in the police van resulted in the custodial officers not being able to conduct 

regular monitoring of the deceased. This resulted in the deceased being able to self-harm. The 

death is considered to be work-related as it occurred because of exposure to some factor or 

situation that is present because of work (for example, faulty equipment)  

For more information, refer to within the Work relatedness definition  
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HOMICIDE   

THINGS TO WATCH OUT FOR 

• Work-relatedness 

o Was the person working for income at the time of the incident – police, bank teller? 

• Activity 

o What was the deceased doing at the time of the incident? 

• Mechanisms and objects 

o Read all documents carefully to identify all contributing mechanisms or objects/substances 

o Gunshot – mechanism is firearm projectile,  

Piercing, penetrating force/Puncturing, stabbing/Shot by firearm 

o Knife wound – mechanism is stabbing: Piercing, penetrating force/Puncturing, 

stabbing/Stabbed 

o Bite – mechanism is piercing, penetrating force: Piercing, penetrating force/Biting, stinging, 

invenomating/bitten by ……… 

o Assault – mechanism is application of bodily force: Blunt force/Contact with person/ …….. 

• Contributing factors 

o Do the available documents (autopsy, toxicology, pathology etc.) implicate the involvement of 

any other mechanism, object or substance as a contributing factor? 

o Was the performance of anyone involved impaired by alcohol or drugs? 

 

CODING SEQUENCE  

1. What was the injury type and what was the person injured with? 

o Mechanism – blunt force, piercing, stabbing, mechanical force etc.  

o Object – weapon used such as knife, gun, club etc. 

2. Contributing factors – alcohol, drugs, depression, terminal illness etc. 
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Example 32: Assault by another person 

Scenario Deceased was the victim of an assault by another person – 

dragged out of pub and then kicked and punched 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Multiple injuries 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 3 Assault 

Perpetrator relationship 36 Stranger 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 11 Commercial area 

Incident – location – level 2 11.4 Hospitality venue 

Incident – activity – level 1 5 Leisure or play 

Incident – activity – level 2 5.2 Leisure time activities with an entertainment element, 

such as going to the cinema, to a dance/party 

Death – location – level 1 11 Commercial area 

Death – location – level 2 11.4 Hospitality venue* 

Cause of death 1a  Multiple injuries 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 1.03 Contact with person 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 1.03.010 Struck, bumped or kicked by a person 

Primary Object – level 1 13 Animal, plant or person 

Primary Object – level 2 13.07 Person(s) 

Primary Object – level 3 13.07.020 Person, other (single) 

 

CODING TIP 

• The carpark of the pub is included in the overall definition of the location 
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Example 33: Assault by unknown assailant 

Scenario Deceased found in home, a victim of assault by unknown person, 

a blood stained baseball bat was found next to the body 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Blunt force injuries 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 3 Assault 

Perpetrator relationship 99 Unknown perpetrator 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 1 Home or dwelling 

Incident – location – level 2 1.1 House 

Incident – activity – level 1 999 Unlikely to be known 

Death – location – level 1 1 Home or dwelling 

Death – location – level 2 1.1 House 

Cause of death 1a  Blunt force injuries 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 1.02 Contact with object or animal 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 1.02.010  Contact with moving object 

Primary Object – level 1 10 Equipment used in sports/recreation activity 

Primary Object – level 2 10.02 Hand-held sports equipment 

Primary Object – level 3 10.02.010 Bat, cue, golf club, stick (hockey, lacrosse) 
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Example 34: Stabbing by partner 

Scenario Person stabbed with a kitchen knife by partner during an 

argument at home 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Loss of blood due to stab wound 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 3 Assault 

Perpetrator relationship 1 Spouse (married) 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 1 Home or dwelling 

Incident – location – level 2 1.2 Flat, apartment, terrace house 

Incident – activity – level 1 98 Other activity 

Incident – activity – level 2 98.3 Violent or aggressive activities 

Death – location – level 1 1 Home or dwelling 

Death – location – level 2 1.2 Flat, apartment, terrace house 

Cause of death 1a  Loss of blood due to stab wound 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 2 Piercing, penetrating force 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 2.02 Puncturing, stabbing 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 2.02.010 Stabbing 

Primary Object – level 1 8 Utensil or container 

Primary Object – level 2 8.01 Cooking or food processing utensil 

Primary Object – level 3 8.01.030 Knife, unpowered 

 

CODING TIP 

• If the knife was described as a weapon, the object would be coded as: 

Data field Code Definition 

Primary Object – level 1 12 Weapon 

Primary Object – level 2 12.01 Sharp object 

Primary Object – level 3 12.01.020 Knife designed as weapon 
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Example 35: Bitten by dog while on duty 

Scenario  

Cause of death (as at autopsy)  

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 4 Legal intervention 

Work-relatedness 1 Work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 6 Transport area: public highway, freeway, street or 

road 

Incident – location – level 2 6.1 Roadway 

Incident – activity – level 1 1 Paid work 

Incident – activity – level 2 1.3 Paid work 

Incident occupation 441312 Police officer 

Industry at incident O7711 Police services 

Death – location – level 1 3 Medical service area 

Death – location – level 2 3.1 Hospital 

Cause of death 1a  Severed artery in leg 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 2 Piercing, penetrating force 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 2.03 Biting, stinging, invenomating 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 2.03.020 Bitten by non-venomous animal 

Primary Object – level 1 13 Animal, plant, or person 

Primary Object – level 2 13.04 Land mammal 

Primary Object – level 3 13.04.080 Dog (domesticated or wild) 
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MEDICAL/SURGICAL   

THINGS TO WATCH OUT FOR 

• Mechanisms and objects 

o Read all documents carefully so that the correct effect/cause is coded 

• Toxicity = poisoning  

o Do not code as medical/surgical, although if toxicity occurs in a health care setting, such as 

overdose of morphine given by nurse, the medical/surgical injury should be coded as a 

secondary mechanism/object 

• Natural cause  

o If a medical or surgical intervention is stated as a cause of death, the mechanism/object 

should still be coded to capture recent or previous surgery contributing to death 

o If a medical instrument/device caused a perforation or haemorrhage but is not stated – code 

the procedure/operation 

• Deaths directly caused by a medical or surgical event can have a case type of death by either 

natural or external causes but where appropriate the intent must always be coded as: adverse 

effects or complications of medical or surgical care 

 

CODING SEQUENCE  

1. What was the injury and how did the injury occur? 

o Mechanism – adverse effect, foreign body, unintentional cut, etc.  

o Object – needle/syringe, obstetric device, cardiovascular device etc.  

2. Contributing factors – alcohol, drugs 
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Example 36: Digoxin toxicity in a health care setting 

Scenario Deceased was found dead in bed in a nursing home 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Digoxin toxicity due to build-up of drug from long-term use 

(prescribed medication taken at correct dosage) 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 6 Complications of medical or surgical care 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related* 

Incident – location – level 1 3 Medical service area 

Incident – location – level 2 3.4 Nursing home 

Incident – activity – level 1 7 Being taken care of 

Incident – activity – level 2 7.1 Being taken care of by health care professional 

Death – location – level 1 3 Medical service area 

Death – location – level 2 3.4 Nursing home 

Cause of death 1a  Digoxin toxicity 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 6 Exposure to chemical or other substance 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 6.01 Poisoning by chemical or other substance 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 6.01.010 Poisoning by pharmaceutical substance 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 20 Pharmaceutical substance for human use 

Pharmaceutical substance Description Parent Class Category 

 Digoxin Digoxin Cardiac 

inotropic agents 

Cardiovascular 

drugs 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 1 20 Complications of health care 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 2 20.01 Adverse effects related to drugs, medicaments or 

biological substances 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 3 20.01.010 Adverse effects in the therapeutic use of drugs, 

medicaments or biological substances during 

surgical/medical care 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 20 Pharmaceutical substance for human use 

Pharmaceutical substance Description Parent Class Category 

 Digoxin Digoxin Cardiac 

inotropic agents 

Cardiovascular 

drugs 

 

CODING TIP 

• Cause of death was toxicity of drug given as a prescribed – not medical/surgical injury 

Work related commentary: this case was not work-related as although a health care professional 

was involved in dispensing the medication, the dosage given was correct and the consequences 

unforeseen, hence the health care professional was not at fault 
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Example 37: Septicaemia resulting from perforation of liver during surgical procedure 

Scenario Deceased haemorrhaged and died in hospital from septicaemia 

due to perforated liver which occurred during gastrostomy 

Coroner states the surgeon’s failure to recognise the symptoms 

of deceased (prior to death) and refusal to request diagnostic 

laparoscopy on multiple occasions was against hospital protocols 

and contributed to death. Noted that surgeon had been on duty 

for over thirty hours, and in theatre for over twenty hours 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Septicaemia due to perforated liver during gastrostomy 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 6 Complications of medical or surgical care 

Work-relatedness 1 Work-related* 

Incident – location – level 1 3 Medical service area 

Incident – location – level 2 3.1 Hospital 

Incident – activity – level 1 7 Being taken care of 

Incident – activity – level 2 7.1 Being taken care of by health care professional 

Death – location – level 1 3 Medical service area 

Death – location – level 2 3.1 Hospital 

Cause of death 1a  Septicaemia due to perforated liver 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 20 Complications of health care 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 20.050 Unintentional cut, puncture, perforation during 

surgical/medical care 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 20.04.4 Unintentional cut, puncture, perforation during 

endoscopic examination 

Primary Object – level 1 40 Medical/surgical device 

Primary Object – level 2 40.06 Gastroenterology/digestive device or procedure 

Primary Object – level 3 40.06.030 Gastrointestinal endoscopic procedures 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 1 20 Complications of health care 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 2 20.20 Other complications of health care 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 3 20.20.050 Failure of care/treatment of patient 

Secondary1 Object – level 1  No Object 

 

CODING TIP 

• If instrument/device specified, code in place of the procedure (code gastroscope) 

Work related commentary: Within the finding this case, the coroner as clearly stated that the 

actions of the surgeon had contributed to the death. For more information, refer to the iatrogenic 

deaths section within the Work relatedness definition 
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Example 38: Death following recent surgical procedure 

Scenario Person died from myocardial infarction and coronary 

atherosclerosis in hospital after having recent coronary artery 

bypass graft surgery 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Myocardial infarction and coronary atherosclerosis in hospital 

after having recent coronary artery bypass graft surgery 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 1 Death due to natural cause(s) 

Intent – case completion   

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related* 

Incident – location – level 1 3 Medical service area 

Incident – location – level 2 3.1 Hospital 

Incident – activity – level 1 7 Being taken care of 

Incident – activity – level 2 7.1 Being taken care of by health care professional 

Death – location – level 1 3 Medical service area 

Death – location – level 2 3.1 Hospital 

Cause of death 1a  Myocardial infarction 

Cause of death 1b  Coronary atherosclerosis 

Cause of death 2  Coronary artery bypass graft 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 98 Other mechanism of injury 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 98.07 Exposure to personal factors 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 98.07.070 Exposure to recent surgery and/or anaesthesia 

Primary Object – level 1 40 Medical/surgical device 

Primary Object – level 2 40.04 Cardiovascular device or procedure 

Primary Object – level 3 40.04.020 Coronary artery bypass procedure 

 

CODING TIP 

• Although the coronary artery bypass graft procedure was not the direct cause of death, it should 

be coded as if has been listed as a contributing factor – cause of death 2 

Work related commentary: unless otherwise stated by the coroner (for example, attributes death 

to system, procedural or personnel faults or errors), deaths which occur in a healthcare setting 

are rarely considered to be ‘work related’ 

For more information, refer to the iatrogenic deaths section within the Work relatedness 

definition 
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Example 39: Unintentional perforation during endoscopic procedure 

Scenario Deceased died as a result of an unintentional cut which occurred 

whilst undergoing a colonoscopy 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Peritonitis and colonic perforation 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 1 Unintentional 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related* 

Incident – location – level 1 3 Medical service area 

Incident – location – level 2 3.1 Hospital 

Incident – activity – level 1 7 Being taken care of 

Incident – activity – level 2 7.1 Being taken care of by health care professional 

Death – location – level 1 3 Medical service area 

Death – location – level 2 3.1 Hospital 

Cause of death 1a  Peritonitis and colonic perforation 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 20 Complications of health care 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 20.04 Unintentional cut, puncture, perforation during 

surgical/medical care 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 20.04.050 Unintentional cut, puncture, perforation during 

endoscopic examination 

Primary Object – level 1 40 Medical/surgical device 

Primary Object – level 2 40.06 Gastroenterology/digestive device or procedure 

Work related commentary: unless otherwise stated by the coroner (for example, attributes death 

to system, procedural or personnel faults or errors) deaths which occur in a healthcare setting 

are rarely considered to be work related 

For more information, refer to the iatrogenic deaths section within the Work relatedness 

definition  
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OTHER TYPES OF DEATH   

THINGS TO WATCH OUT FOR 

• Work-relatedness 

o Was the person working for income at the time of the incident? 

• Activity 

o What was the person doing at the time of the incident? 

o Was this a self-inflicted injury? 

• Mechanisms and objects 

o Read all documents carefully to identify all contributing mechanisms or objects/substances 

and ensure that these are all coded appropriately 

 

CODING SEQUENCE 

1. How was the person injured? 

o Mechanism – natural with contributing factor, disease, etc. 

o Object – weather, disease, physical location etc. 

2. Contributing factors 
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Example 40: Anaphylactic reaction to shellfish 

Scenario Deceased suffered an allergic reaction after eating prawns 

Unknown allergy to shellfish 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Anaphylaxis 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 1 Unintentional 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 11 Commercial area 

Incident – location – level 2 11.4 Hospitality venue 

Incident – activity – level 1 6 Vital personal activity 

Incident – activity – level 2 6.2 Eating, drinking 

Death – location – level 1 3 Medical service area 

Death – location – level 2 3.1 Hospital 

Cause of death 1a  Anaphylaxis 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 5 Threat to breathing 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 5.04 Anaphylaxis 

Primary Object – level 1 19 Food, drink 

Primary Object – level 2 19.01 Food, drink or related product 

Primary Object – level 3 19.01.110 Shellfish, seafood 
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Example 41: Exposure to extreme heatwave 

Scenario Deceased was located in their home during a period of extreme 

heat. The deceased had not been using an air conditioner and 

had a core temp of 41.5 degrees when treated by ambulance 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Ischaemic heart disease and hyperthermia 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 1 Death due to natural cause(s) 

Intent – case completion   

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 1 Home or dwelling 

Incident – location – level 2 1.1 Home 

Incident – activity – level 1 999 Unlikely to be known 

Death – location – level 1 3 Medical service area 

Death – location – level 2 3.1 Hospital 

Cause of death 1a  Ischaemic heart disease 

Cause of death 1b  Hyperthermia 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 4 Thermal mechanism 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 4.01 Heating 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 4.01.040 Exposure to excessive heat: natural source 

Primary Object – level 1 98 Other object/substance 

Primary Object – level 2 98.06 Weather, natural disasters 

Primary Object – level 3 98.06.060 Heatwave 
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Example 42: Death attributed to Mesothelioma 

Scenario Deceased died from mesothelioma contracted as a result of 

several years working with asbestos whilst a labourer 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Mesothelioma 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 1 Death due to natural cause(s) 

Intent – case completion   

Work-relatedness 1 Not work-related* 

Incident – location – level 1 3 Medical service area 

Incident – location – level 2 3.1 Hospital 

Incident – activity – level 1 7 Being taken care of 

Death – location – level 1 7.1 Being taken care of by health care professional 

Death – location – level 2 3 Medical service area 

Cause of death 1a  Mesothelioma 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 98 Other mechanism of injury 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 98.08 Exposure to other factors 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 98.08.030 Mesothelioma, asbestosis 

Primary Object – level 1 16 Material, nec 

Primary Object – level 2 16.02 Manufactured/industrial material 

Primary Object – level 3 16.02.020 Asbestos 

 

CODING TIP 

• Silicosis is another lung condition which is attributed to exposure to silica 

Data field Code Definition 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 98 Other mechanism of injury 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 98.08 Exposure to other factors 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 98.08.040 Other industrial disease 

Primary Object – level 1 16 Material, nec 

Primary Object – level 2 16.02 Manufactured/industrial material 

Primary Object – level 3 16.02.160 Silica dust 

Work related commentary: unless otherwise stated by the coroner, when coding work relatedness 

for a case related to death by industrial disease, coders should refer to the NCIS definition which 

states: cases where industrial disease is determined to be the cause of death are identifiable by 

other methods within the database. Therefore, for the purposes of NCIS coding, industrial disease 

is not considered work related and should not be coded as such 
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Example 43: Positional asphyxia 

Scenario Deceased was located at the base of a staircase. Their head was 

positioned at angle inconsistent with breathing adequate to 

sustain life 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Consistent with positional and mechanical asphyxia 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 1 Unintentional 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 1 Home or dwelling 

Incident – location – level 2 1.2 Flat, apartment, terrace house 

Incident – activity – level 1 6 Vital personal activity 

Incident – activity – level 2 6.6 Walking, moving around 

Death – location – level 1 1 Home or dwelling 

Death – location – level 2 1.2 Flat, apartment, terrace house 

Cause of death 1a  Consistent with positional and mechanical asphyxia 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 5 Threat to breathing 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 5.01 Mechanical threat to breathing 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 5.01.070 Positional asphyxia 

Primary Object – level 1 14 Building, building component, or related fitting 

Primary Object – level 2 14.98 Other building, building component, or fitting 

Primary Object – level 3 14.05.210 Stairs, steps 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 2 1.05 Falling, stumbling, jumping, pushed 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 3 1.05.060 Falling/stumbling/jumping/pushed from an 

unspecified height* 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 14 Building, building component, or related fitting 

Secondary1 Object – level 2 14.98 Other building, building component, or fitting 

Secondary1 Object – level 3 14.05.210 Stairs, steps 

Secondary2 Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Secondary2 Mechanism – level 2 1.02 Contact with object or animal 

Secondary2 Mechanism – level 3 1.02.020 Contact with static, stationary object 

Secondary2 Object – level 1 14 Building, building component, or related fitting 

Secondary2 Object – level 2 14.03 Floor or related fitting/feature 

Secondary2 Object – level 3 14.03.050 Floor – wood 
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CODING TIP 

Mechanism of injury coding for the fall is dependent on the known height of the fall 

• If fall is from a height that is less than 1 metre from the landing surface, code as 

Data field Code Definition 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 1.05 Falling, stumbling, jumping, pushed 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 1.05.040 Falling/stumbling/jumping/pushed from a height: 

less than 1 metre 

 

• If fall is from a height that is less than 1 metre from the landing surface, code as 

Data field Code Definition 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 1.05 Falling, stumbling, jumping, pushed 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 1.05.050 Falling/stumbling/jumping/pushed from a height: 1 

metre or more 

 

• If fall is from an unknown height, code as 

Data field Code Definition 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 1.05 Falling, stumbling, jumping, pushed 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 1.05.060 Falling/stumbling/jumping/pushed from an 

unspecified height 
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PIERCING, PENETRATING FORCE   

THINGS TO WATCH OUT FOR 

• Work-relatedness 

o Was the person working for income at the time of the incident? 

• Activity 

o What was the person doing at the time of the incident? 

o Was this a self-inflicted injury? 

• Mechanisms and objects 

o Read all documents carefully to identify all contributing mechanisms or objects/substances 

and ensure that these are all coded appropriately 

 

CODING SEQUENCE 

1. How was the person injured? 

o Mechanism – stabbing, cutting, foreign body, bitten 

o Object – knife, glass, weapon, animal, fence pale etc. 

2. Contributing factors 
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Example 44: Self inflicted slitting of wrists 

Scenario Deceased found in bedroom of own house. Stanley knife found 

on floor next to bed. Suicide note found in kitchen 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Incised wound of right wrist with transection of radial artery 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 2 Intentional self-harm 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 1 Home or dwelling 

Incident – location – level 2 1.1 House 

Incident – activity – level 1 98 Other activity 

Incident – activity – level 2 98.1 Self inflicted harm 

Death – location – level 1 1 Home or dwelling 

Death – location – level 2 1.1 House 

Cause of death 1a  Incised wound of right wrist with transection of radial 

artery     

Primary Mechanism – level 1 2 Piercing, penetrating force 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 2.01 Scratching, cutting, tearing, severing 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 2.01.030 Cut, slice, slash 

Primary Object – level 1 11 Tool, machine, apparatus used for work-related 

activity 

Primary Object – level 2 11.03 Unpowered hand tool/equipment 

Primary Object – level 3 11.03.110 Utility knife 
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Example 45: Stabbing with glass bottle 

Scenario Deceased was attacked with a glass bottle while involved in a 

fight at a pub. Witnesses say that deceased was hit with bottle 

and then stabbed in the top of the head with the broken bottle. 

Died in hospital 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Severe blunt head trauma 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 3 Assault 

Perpetrator relationship 25 Stranger 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 11 Commercial area 

Incident – location – level 2 11.4 Hospitality venue 

Incident – activity – level 1 6 Vital personal activity 

Incident – activity – level 2 6.2 Eating, drinking 

Death – location – level 1 3 Medical service area 

Death – location – level 2 3.1 Hospital 

Cause of death 1a  Severe blunt head trauma 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 2 Piercing, penetrating force 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 2.02 Puncturing, stabbing 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 2.02.010 Stabbed 

Primary Object – level 1 8 Utensil or container 

Primary Object – level 2 8.02 Crockery, kitchen container 

Primary Object – level 3 8.02.030 Glass bottle or jar 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 2 1.02 Contact with object or animal 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 3 1.02.010 Contact with moving object 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 8 Utensil or container 

Secondary1 Object – level 2 8.02 Crockery, kitchen container 

Secondary1 Object – level 3 8.02.030 Glass bottle or jar 
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Example 46: Accidental foreign body injury 

Scenario Deceased was working on a building site when their nail gun 

malfunctioned and a nail entered his chest. Died at the scene of 

the incident 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Projectile wound to chest 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 1 Unintentional 

Work-relatedness 1 Work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 8 Industrial or construction area 

Incident – location – level 2 8.1 Construction site 

Incident – activity – level 1 1 Paid work 

Incident – activity – level 2 1.3 Paid work 

Incident occupation 331212 Carpenter 

Industry at incident E3020 Non-residential building construction 

Death – location – level 1 8 Industrial or construction area 

Death – location – level 2 8.1 Construction site 

Cause of death 1a  Projectile wound to chest 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 2 Piercing, penetrating force 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 2.02 Puncturing, stabbing 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 2.02.050 Impaled, pierced by animal or object 

Primary Object – level 1 11 Tool, machine, apparatus used for work-related 

activity 

Primary Object – level 2 11.02 Powered hand tool/equipment 

Primary Object – level 3 11.02.060 Nail gun, stud driver 
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Example 47: Shot with crossbow whilst hunting 

Scenario Deceased was shot by a crossbow whilst hunting deer 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Head injury 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 1 Unintentional 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 12 Countryside 

Incident – location – level 2 12.6 Forest, bushland, national park 

Incident – activity – level 1 98 Other activity 

Incident – activity – level 2 98.7 Hunting 

Death – location – level 1 12 Countryside 

Death – location – level 2 12.6 Forest, bushland, national park 

Cause of death 1a  Head injury 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 2 Piercing, penetrating force 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 2.02 Puncturing, stabbing 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 2.02.040 Shot by other weapon 

Primary Object – level 1 12 Weapon 

Primary Object – level 2 12.01 Sharp object 

Primary Object – level 3 12.01.010 Arrow (bow and arrow) or bolt (crossbow) designed 

as weapon 
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TERRORIST ACT   

THINGS TO WATCH OUT FOR: 

• Work-relatedness 

o Was the person working for income at the time of the incident? 

• Activity 

o What was the person doing at the time of the incident? 

• Mechanisms and objects 

o Read all documents carefully to identify all contributing mechanisms or objects/substances 

and ensure that these are all coded appropriately 

 

 

CODING SEQUENCE 

1. How was the person injured? 

o Mechanism – explosive blast, struck by projectile, contact with fire etc. 

o Object – fire, explosive material, flammable substance etc. 

2. Where was the person at the time injury occurred? 

o Mechanism – explosive blast, struck by projectile, contact with fire etc. 

o Object – building, car etc. 

3. What other substances contributed to the injury? 

o Mechanism – explosive blast, struck by projectile, contact with fire etc. 

o Object – glass, metal, wood, brick etc. 

4. Contributing factors 

 

CODING TIPS 

• Terrorist acts should be coded as operations of war and civil insurrection 
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Example 48: Victim burnt in terrorist bombing 

Scenario Deceased drinking with friends in the club when an explosion 

detonated, deceased caught in blast and crushed as people fled 

the building. Died in hospital 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Severe burns and trauma 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 5 Operations of war, civil conflict and acts of terrorism 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 11 Commercial area 

Incident – location – level 2 11.4 Hospitality venue 

Incident – activity – level 1 5 Leisure or play 

Incident – activity – level 2 5.2 Leisure time activities with an entertainment element, 

such as going to the cinema, to a dance/party 

Death – location – level 1 3 Medical service area 

Death – location – level 2 3.1 Hospital 

Cause of death 1a  Severe burns and trauma 

Cause of death 1b  Crushing injuries 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 4 Thermal mechanism 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 4.01 Heating 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 4.01.030 Contact with fire or flame 

Primary Object – level 1 17 Fire, flame, smoke 

Primary Object – level 2 17.01 Fire, flame 

Primary Object – level 3 17.01.080 Uncontrolled fire, flame in building or structure 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 1 3 Other mechanical force 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 2 3.01 Struck by explosive blast 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 3 3.01.010 Exposure to chemical explosion 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 12 Weapon 

Secondary1 Object – level 2 12.98 Other weapon 

Secondary1 Object – level 3 12.98.010 Explosive weapon 

Secondary2 Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Secondary2 Mechanism – level 2 1.04 Crushing 

Secondary2 Mechanism – level 3 1.04.030 Crushing between persons 

Secondary2 Object – level 1 13 Animal, plant or person 

Secondary2 Object – level 2 13.07 Person(s) 

Secondary2 Object – level 3 13.07.040 Crowd of people (more than three) 
 

CODING TIP 

• If the primary cause of death (COD 1a) was the crushing injuries, the coding alter with the 

Crushing between persons and Crowd of people (more than three) being coded as the Primary 
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Example 49: Soldier killed during activities in a conflict area 

Scenario Australian solider killed by anti-tank land mine while on patrol in 

classified location; passenger in an American hummer. Died in 

hospital, repatriated 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Multiple injuries 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 5 Operations of war, civil conflict and acts of terrorism 

Work-relatedness 1 Work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 999 Unlikely to be known 

Incident – activity – level 1 1 Paid work 

Incident – activity – level 2 1.3 Paid work 

Incident occupation 441111 Defence force member – other ranks 

Industry at incident O7600 Defence 

Death – location – level 1 3 Medical service area 

Death – location – level 2 3.1 Hospital 

Cause of death 1a  Multiple injuries 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 3 Other mechanical force 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 3.01 Struck by explosive blast 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 3.01.010 Exposure to chemical explosion 

Primary Object – level 1 12 Weapon 

Primary Object – level 2 12.98 Other weapon 

Primary Object – level 3 12.98.010 Explosive weapon 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 2 1.01 Transport injury event 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 3 1.01.010 Vehicle occupant 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 1 Land vehicle or land transport 

Secondary1 Object – level 2 1.98 Other land vehicle or land transport 

Secondary1 Object – level 3 1.98.050 Military vehicle 

Vehicle details – Mode level 1 6 Light transport vehicle with four or more wheels 

Vehicle details – Mode level 2 6.5 Military land vehicle 

Vehicle details – Counterpart 1 13 Fixed or stationary object 

Vehicle details – Counterpart 2 13.3 Small or light fixed object 

Vehicle details – Context 2 Land transport non-traffic injury event 

Vehicle details – User 3 Passenger  
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VEHICLE INJURY EVENT   

THINGS TO WATCH OUT FOR: 

• Work-relatedness 

o Was the person involved in work activities at the time of the incident? 

• Traffic vs. Non-traffic 

o Did the incident occur in the context of traffic, non-traffic or another context? 

• Mechanisms and objects 

o Read all documents carefully to identify all contributing mechanisms or objects/substances 

and ensure that these are all coded appropriately 

o Was there contact with a static object such as the road, a tree etc.? 

o Was there a crushing injury? 

o Was the deceased impaled by a sign, fence, railing etc.? 

o Was there an explosion? 

o Was there a threat to breathing resulting from immersion, a chest compression etc.? 

• Contributing factors 

o Do the available documents (autopsy, toxicology, pathology etc.) implicate the involvement of 

any other object or substance as a contributing factor? 

o Was the performance of anyone involved in the MVA impaired by alcohol or drugs? 

o Did the mechanical status of the vehicle(s) involved contribute to the accident? 

o Did the weather conditions at the time of the incident contribute to the accident? 

o Did the physical condition of the road etc. Contribute to the accident? 

• Cause of death 

o Read all documents carefully to ensure that all causes of death are coded. Do not just rely 

solely on the coronial finding but use all available documents to determine the events 

resulting in the death and code all events, behaviours or actions that had a causative effect 
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General MVA Example 

Scenario Driver loses control of vehicle hitting tree before careening into 

the lake 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Drowning 

Cause of death: Drowning and trauma from MVA 

Data field Code Definition 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 5 Threat to breathing 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 5.02 Drowning/near drowning 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 5.02.050 Drowning/near drowning following a vehicle 

incident 

Primary Object – level 1 15 Ground surface or surface conformation 

Primary Object – level 2 15.02 Body of water 

Primary Object – level 3 15.02.20 Dam, lake, waterhole 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 2 1.01 Transport injury event 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 3 1.01.010 Vehicle occupant 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 1 Land vehicle or land transport 

Secondary1 Object – level 2 1.04 Light transport vehicle 

Secondary1 Object – level 3 1.04.010 Passenger car 

Vehicle details – Mode level 1 6 Light transport vehicle with four or more wheels 

Vehicle details – Mode level 2 6.1 Motor car, station wagon, minivan 

Vehicle details – Counterpart 1 13 Fixed or stationary object 

Vehicle details – Counterpart 2 13.4 Large or heavy fixed object 

Vehicle details – Context 1 Land transport traffic injury event 

Vehicle details – User 2 Driver, rider or operator 

Secondary2 Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Secondary2 Mechanism – level 2 1.02 Contact with object or animal 

Secondary2 Mechanism – level 3 1.02.020 Contact with static, stationary object 

Secondary2 Object – level 1 13 Animal, plant, or person 

Secondary2 Object – level 2 13.01 Plant 

Secondary2 Object – level 3 13.01.100 Tree, plant 
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CODING SEQUENCE  

• When vehicle crash is selected as the mechanism of injury (either as the primary, secondary 1 or 

secondary 2) a subset of data fields is triggered to collect information on the mode, counterpart, 

context and role of the deceased in the accident 

• Mode of transport 

o the way or means by which the injured person/deceased was travelling at the time of the 

incident. There are a number of options available for selection which allow to the 

identification of transport mode, including pedestrian (if deceased hit by a vehicle whist 

walking on footpath etc.), wheelchair, car, bus and many other modes 

• Counterpart 

o the primary corresponding item or vehicle that the injured person/deceased collided with 

during the incident. There are a number of options available for selection which allow to the 

identification of the counterpart or mode of transport being used by any other person or 

object involved, including pedestrian, stationary object, car, bus and many other modes 

• Context 

o an indication of the circumstances surrounding the incident in which the injured 

person/deceased was involved. The codeset allows for the incident to be traffic, non-traffic, 

the vehicle, other specified context or unknown 

• User 

o the role of the injured person/deceased in the incident. The codeset allows for the user to be a 

driver, passenger, bystander, outside the vehicle or getting on or off a vehicle or unknown at 

the time of injury 
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Example 50: Motorcycle vs. car 

Scenario Deceased on way home from work on a motorcycle when they 

hit a car and landed on the road with a heavy impact, died in 

hospital emergency department 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Multiple injuries 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 1 Unintentional 

Work-relatedness 1 Work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 6 Transport area: public highway, freeway, street or 

road  

Incident – location – level 2 6.1 Roadway 

Incident – activity – level 1 1 Paid work 

Incident – activity – level 2 1.1 Travelling to/from paid work  

Incident occupation  Complete as appropriate 

Industry at incident  Complete as appropriate 

Death – location – level 1 3 Medical service area 

Death – location – level 2 3.1 Hospital 

Cause of death 1a  Multiple injuries 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 1.01 Transport injury event 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 1.01.040 Motorcyclist/motorcycle rider 

Primary Object – level 1 1 Land vehicle of land transport 

Primary Object – level 2 1.03 Motorised two– or three– wheeled vehicle 

Primary Object – level 3 1.03.010 Motorcycle 

Vehicle details – Mode level 1 4 Two-wheeled motor vehicle 

Vehicle details – Mode level 2 4.02 Motorcycle 

Vehicle details – Counterpart 1 6 Light transport vehicle with four or more wheels  

Vehicle details – Counterpart 2 6.1 Motor car, station wagon, minivan 

Vehicle details – Context 1 Land transport traffic injury event 

Vehicle details – User 2 Driver, rider or operator 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 2 1.02 Contact with object or animal 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 3 1.02.020 Contact with static, stationary object 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 15 Ground surface or surface conformation 

Secondary1 Object – level 2 15.01 Ground surface 

Secondary1 Object – level 3 15.01.180 Roadway 
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Example 51: 4WD vs. tree 

Scenario Deceased was a passenger in a 4wd being driven through a 

national park which hit a tree. Vehicle caught fire and deceased 

died at scene of incident 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Multiple injuries and burn 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 1 Unintentional 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 6 Transport area: public highway, freeway, street or 

road 

Incident – location – level 2 6.6 Bush track, dirt road 

Incident – activity – level 1 8 Travelling not elsewhere classified 

Incident – activity – level 2 8.1 General travel by vehicle 

Death – location – level 1 6 Transport area: public highway, freeway, street or 

road  

Death – location – level 2 6.6 Bush track, dirt road 

Cause of death 1a  Multiple injuries 

Cause of death 1b  Burns 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 1.01 Transport injury event 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 1.01.010 Vehicle occupant 

Primary Object – level 1 1 Land vehicle or land transport 

Primary Object – level 2 1.04 Light transport vehicle 

Primary Object – level 3 1.04.030 Four wheel drive, sport utility vehicle, jeep 

Vehicle details – Mode level 1 10 Special all-terrain or off-road vehicle 

Vehicle details – Mode level 2 10.3 Four wheel drive vehicle, 4x4 

Vehicle details – Counterpart 1 13 Fixed or stationary object 

Vehicle details – Counterpart 2 13.4 Large or heavy fixed object 

Vehicle details – Context 2 Land transport non-traffic injury event 

Vehicle details – User 2 Passenger  

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 2 1.02 Contact with object or animal 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 3 10.02.020 Contact with static, stationary object 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 13 Animal, plant or person 

Secondary1 Object – level 2 13.01 Plant 

Secondary1 Object – level 3 13.01.100 Tree, plant 

Secondary2 Mechanism – level 1 4 Thermal mechanism 

Secondary2 Mechanism – level 2 4.01 Heating 

Secondary2 Mechanism – level 3 4.01.030 Contact with fire or flame 
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Secondary2 Object – level 1 17 Fire, flame, smoke 

Secondary2 Object – level 2 17.01 Fire, flame 

Secondary2 Object – level 3 17.01.060 Ignition of highly flammable material 

 

CODING TIPS 

• If burns were the result of a MVA (and the cause of death was burns) – code MVA as the 

secondary 

• If the deceased was incinerated or burnt but autopsy shows that death occurred prior to the 

incineration – do not code the incineration/burn 

• Injuries sustained after death are irrelevant to NCIS coding 

• If coroner or pathologist documented the influence of alcohol and/or drugs as a contributing 

factor,  the coding sequence (Mechanism of injury) would be:  

o Blunt force/Transport injury event/ ….  

o Thermal mechanism/Heating/Contact with fire or flame………. 

o Exposure to chemical or other substance/Poisoning by chemical or other substance/………  
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Example 52: Driving under the influence 

Scenario Deceased, on ATV, herding sheep around farm. Vehicle slipped 

on gravel and rolled down embankment. Died in ambulance. 

Coroner determined alcohol and cannabis affected driving ability 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Multiple injuries 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 1 Unintentional 

Work-relatedness 1 Work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 9 Farm 

Incident – location – level 2 9.2 Area for raising or care of animals 

Incident – activity – level 1 1 Paid work 

Incident – activity – level 2 1.3 Paid work 

Incident occupation 841515 Sheep farm worker 

Industry at incident A0141 Sheep farming (specialised) 

Death – location – level 1 3 Medical service area 

Death – location – level 2 3.7 Ambulance  

Cause of death 1a  Multiple injuries 

Cause of death 1b  Alcohol and cannabis 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 1.01 Transport injury event 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 1.01.010 Vehicle occupant 

Primary Object – level 1 2 Mobile machinery or special purpose vehicle 

Primary Object – level 2 2.98 Other mobile machinery or special purpose vehicle 

Primary Object – level 3 2.98.060 Special all-terrain vehicle/off-road vehicle, quad bike 

Vehicle details – Mode level 1 10 Special all-terrain or off-road vehicle 

Vehicle details – Mode level 2 10.4 Quad bike, ATV 

Vehicle details – Counterpart 1 15 No counterpart 

Vehicle details – Counterpart 2 15.1 Sudden movement of vehicle, resulted in injury 

Vehicle details – Context 2 Land transport non-traffic injury event 

Vehicle details – User 2 Driver, rider or operator 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 1 6 Exposure to chemical or other substance 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 2 6.01 Poisoning by chemical or other substance 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 3 6.01.040 Intoxication causing driving impairment 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 20 Pharmaceutical substance for human use 

Pharmaceutical substance Description Parent Class Category 

 Alcohol Alcohol Alcohols Sedatives and 

hypnotics 
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 Cannabis Cannabis Cannabinoids 

and related 

drugs 

Cannabinoids 

and related 

drugs 

 

CODING TIP 

• List all the pharmaceutical substances as they appear on the toxicology report 
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Example 53: Gyrocopter vs. ground 

Scenario Pilot crashed gyrocopter during test flight 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Multiple injures 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 1 Unintentional 

Work-relatedness 1 Work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 7 Transport area: other 

Incident – location – level 2 7.2 Airport, aerodrome 

Incident – activity – level 1 8 Travelling not elsewhere classified 

Incident – activity – level 2 8.1 General travel by vehicle 

Death – location – level 1 7 Transport area: other 

Death – location – level 2 7.2 Airport, aerodrome 

Cause of death 1a  Multiple injuries 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 1.01 Transport injury event 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 1.01.010 Vehicle occupant 

Primary Object – level 1 4 Aircraft and air transport 

Primary Object – level 2 4.01 Powered aircraft or air transport 

Primary Object – level 3 4.01.030 Gyrocopter, gyroplane 

Vehicle details – Mode level 1 12 Aircraft 

Vehicle details – Mode level 2 12.1 Powered aircraft 

Vehicle details – Counterpart 1 13 Fixed or stationary object 

Vehicle details – Counterpart 2 13.5 Ground surface, embankment 

Vehicle details – Context 6 Air or space transport crash or collision 

Vehicle details – User 2 Driver, rider or operator 

 

CODING TIP 

Deceased was test flying an aircraft for personal purchase and use, therefore Incident activity details is 

simply General travel by vehicle 

• If flight had been for sport/recreation, then appropriate sporting coding would be required 

• If flight was for paid or unpaid work, then appropriate industry and occupation 
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Example 54: Pedestrian vs. semi-trailer 

Scenario Deceased ran across road and was hit by semi-trailer 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Respiratory failure resulting from multiple rib fractures 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 1 Unintentional 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 6 Transport area: public highway, freeway, street or 

road  

Incident – location – level 2 6.1 Roadway 

Incident – activity – level 1 8 Travelling not elsewhere classified 

Incident – activity – level 2 8.2 General travel by foot 

Death – location – level 1 6 Transport area: public highway, freeway, street or 

road 

Death – location – level 2 6.1 Roadway 

Cause of death 1a  Respiratory failure resulting from multiple rib 

fractures 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 1.01 Transport injury event 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 1.01.020 Pedestrian/swimmer 

Primary Object – level 1 1 Land vehicle or land transport 

Primary Object – level 2 1.05 Heavy land transport vehicle 

Primary Object – level 3 1.05.030 Tractor-trailer, articulated truck, 18 wheeler, rig, road 

train 

Vehicle details – Mode level 1 1 Pedestrian 

Vehicle details – Mode level 2 1.1 Person on foot 

Vehicle details – Counterpart 1 7 Heavy transport vehicle 

Vehicle details – Counterpart 2 7.2 Truck 

Vehicle details – Context 1 Land transport traffic injury event 

Vehicle details – User 1 Person on foot, bystander, swimmer 

 

CODING TIP 

• If deceased has made significant contact with a secondary object, such as the roadway – it would 

be appropriate to code this contact as a Secondary1 event 
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Example 55: Train assisted intentional self harm 

Scenario Deceased deliberately laid on railway tracks between stations 

and was run over by train, died at scene 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Multiple injuries 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 2 Intentional self-harm 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 7 Transport area: other 

Incident – location – level 2 7.4 Railway (other than station) 

Incident – activity – level 1 98 Other activity 

Incident – activity – level 2 98.1 Self inflicted harm 

Death – location – level 1 7 Transport area: other 

Death – location – level 2 7.4 Railway (other than station) 

Cause of death 1a  Multiple injuries 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 1.01 Transport injury event 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 1.01.020 Pedestrian/swimmer 

Primary Object – level 1 1 Land vehicle or land transport 

Primary Object – level 2 1.06 Rail vehicle 

Primary Object – level 3 1.06.010 Train 

Vehicle details – Mode level 1 1 Pedestrian 

Vehicle details – Mode level 2 1.1 Person on foot 

Vehicle details – Counterpart 1 8 Rail vehicle 

Vehicle details – Counterpart 2 8.1 Railway train 

Vehicle details – Context 2 Land transport non-traffic injury event 

Vehicle details – User 1 Person on foot, bystander, swimmer 
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Example 56: Mobility scooter (gopher) vs. bus 

Scenario Deceased was using a mobility scooter to go to the local shops, 

was struck by a bus when proceeded to cross the road against 

the traffic lights. Deceased thrown from scooter and landed on 

roadway 6 metres from crash site 

Cause of death (as at autopsy) Multiple injuries 

Data field Code Definition 

Case type – completion 2 Death due to external cause(s) 

Intent – case completion 1 Unintentional 

Work-relatedness 2 Not work-related 

Incident – location – level 1 6 Transport area: public highway, freeway, street or 

road  

Incident – location – level 2 6.1 Roadway 

Incident – activity – level 1 8 Travelling not elsewhere classified 

Incident – activity – level 2 8.1 General travel by vehicle 

Death – location – level 1 3 Medical service area 

Death – location – level 2 3.1 Hospital 

Cause of death 1a  Multiple injuries 

Primary Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Primary Mechanism – level 2 1.01 Transport injury event 

Primary Mechanism – level 3 1.01.050 Mobility scooter user 

Primary Object – level 1 1 Land vehicle or land transport 

Primary Object – level 2 1.98 Other land vehicle or land transport 

Primary Object – level 3 1.98.060 Mobility scooter, gopher 

Vehicle details – Mode level 1 4 Two-wheeled motor vehicle 

Vehicle details – Mode level 2 4.3 Mobility scooter, gopher 

Vehicle details – Counterpart 1 7 Heavy transport vehicle 

Vehicle details – Counterpart 2 7.1 Bus or coach 

Vehicle details – Context 1 Land transport traffic injury event 

Vehicle details – User 2 Driver, rider or operator 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 1 1 Blunt force 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 2 1.02 Contact with object or animal 

Secondary1 Mechanism – level 3 1.02.020 Contact with static, stationary object 

Secondary1 Object – level 1 15 Ground surface or surface conformation 

Secondary1 Object – level 2 15.01 Ground surface 

Secondary1 Object – level 3 15.01.180 Roadway 

 

CODING TIP 

• If bus had proceeded against the traffic lights and struck the mobility scooter, the death would 

be classified as work-related 
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How do I enter information on procedures performed or not performed?  

NCIS  

When entering directly into the NCIS, information regarding procedures completed for a case are 
entered in the procedures screen. This screen allows for the identification of each procedure (autopsy, 
toxicology and finding) and the status of the particular report at the time of data entry. 

LCMS 

The LCMS is slightly different. Information regarding whether a procedure was completed is entered 
on the Case detail screen. Options for each procedure are yes, no and unknown.   

• If a procedure is performed – Yes should be selected from the drop-down list for the applicable 
field. This should always be selected if the procedure was performed, even if no electronic 
document is available (refer question 2) 

• If a procedure is not performed – No should be selected from the drop-down list for the 
applicable field 

• If it is unknown if a procedure was performed – leave the data field blank until the completion or 
non-completion of a procedure can be confirmed 

Information entered into the case detail screen will be carried over to the procedures screen which 
allows for the identification of additional information such as Procedure status, request and due dates, 
reference numbers and staff involved in performing the procedure.   

The procedures screen is also used to attach relevant reports to the case file where available. 

What if there is no report to attach for autopsy, toxicology and/or finding? 

Several jurisdictions do not have the capability to attach electronic copies of procedure reports to the 
LCMS or NCIS. Often this is due to incompatible technology or the unavailability of the electronic 
reports.   

If there is no document to be attached, but a procedure has been performed, the relevant screens 
should indicate that the procedure was completed: 

• LCMS – relevant data field is selected as Yes on the case detail screen 

• NCIS – relevant text box is selected on the Procedure screen  

A procedure status of Completed – document not attached should be detailed in the data field.  

If the electronic document later becomes available, the document can be attached through the 
procedure screen and the procedure status should be amended to Completed – document attached.  
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Do I need to code the drug paraphernalia for a drug related death (for example, the 
syringe, bong etc.)? 

No. You should only code the substances involved in the death. DO NOT code any objects involved in 
the administration of the substance.  

What do I do if no substances were reported in the finding, autopsy or toxicology but 
it was noted in the police report that the deceased was consuming alcohol and/or 
drugs in the hours before death? 

If the contribution of the alcohol and/or drugs is not documented in any of the forensic (for example, 
autopsy or toxicology) or coroners reports, then it should not be coded.  

Do I need to code alcohol and/or drugs if there were no substances detected for the 
deceased but they were detected for another person(s) involved in the death (for 
example, driver of vehicle which collided with deceased, perpetrator of assault)? 

Yes, as long as the person had some contributory involvement in the fatal incident and evidence of 
this contribution is included in the coroners file and investigation reports.  

For example, the alcohol and/or drug status of a passenger killed in an accident (where the driver(s) 
were not alcohol and/or drug affected) should not be coded as it had no influence on event. However, 
the alcohol and/or drug status of the driver(s) should be coded if it did have an influence on the 
event.    

Do I need to code alcohol and/or drugs contribution for natural deaths? 

Yes. If alcohol and/or drug is a contributing factor, then code it. The involvement of alcohol and/or 
drug in a natural death is just as relevant as involvement in an external death. 

Do I need to code the substance if the prolonged or chronic use of alcohol and/or 
drugs is documented but no substances were detected in toxicology at time of 
death? 

If the prolonged and/or excessive use of alcohol is understood to have contributed to the disease or 
condition which caused death, then it should be coded as a contributing factor. This is commonly seen 
in cases of alcoholic diseases, which result from chronic consumption of alcohol over time. 

What if there are more than three contributing factors to the death (when only three 
spots are available to code mechanism/objects)? 

Code the three most important factors which caused the fatal injuries, ensuring that the coding 
provides an accurate representation of the circumstances surrounding death.  

Any alcohol and/or drug should always be coded, so this may mean that other factors have to be 
omitted.    
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If a substance is known by multiple names (street, brand, class, group), what name do 
I use when coding? 

Code as per the name/description listed in the toxicology or autopsy report. If the substance is only 
mentioned in the COD (for example, no toxicology report), use the available description to code the 
substance. 

For example: Toxicology lists ‘Tetrahydrocannabinol’ (or similar) – use this code; if no toxicology but 
COD or Coroner details cannabis – use Cannabinoids code.   

For more information refer to the NCIS Coding Tips – Alcohol and drugs coding advice 

How do I add a pathologist’s name to the system?  

Relevant for LCMS users only 

Details can be added to the pathologists list by anyone with administration privileges. 

• Select the administration option from the LCMS tool bar and select PERSON 

• Select ADD 

• Type the details of the new pathologist (including name, organisation and role)  

• Select ADD – the details of the new pathologist will now be available for use 

If you do not have administrative access to the LCMS, contact your office manager or the NCIS Unit 
for further assistance. 

How do I add a coroner’s name does to the system?  

Relevant for LCMS users only 

Details can be added to the coroners list by anyone with administration privileges. 

• Select the administration option from the LCMS tool bar and select PERSON 

• Select ADD 

• Type the details of the new coroner (including name, organisation and role)  

• Select ADD – the details of the new coroner will now be available for use 

If you do not have administrative access to the LCMS, contact your office manager or the NCIS Unit 
for further assistance. 

 

 

https://www.ncis.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/NCIS-Coding-Tips_Alcohol-and-Drugs-Related-Deaths-Revised_SEP-2018.pdf
mailto:ncis@ncis.org.au
mailto:ncis@ncis.org.au
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How do I add a toxicologist’s name to the system? 

Relevant for LCMS users only 

Details can be added to the toxicologists list by anyone with administration privileges. 

• Select the administration option from the LCMS tool bar and select PERSON 

• Select ADD 

• Type the details of the new toxicologist (including name, organisation and role)  

• Select ADD – the details of the new toxicologist will now be available for use 

If you do not have administrative access to the LCMS, contact your office manager or the NCIS Unit 
for further assistance. 

How do I add a police officer’s name to the system? 

Relevant for LCMS users only 

Details can be added to the police officers list by anyone with administration privileges. 

• Select the administration option from the LCMS tool bar and select PERSON 

• Select ADD 

• Type the details of the new police officer (including name, organisation and role)  

• Select ADD – the details of the new police officer will now be available for use 

If you do not have administrative access to the LCMS, contact your office manager or the NCIS Unit 
for further assistance. 

What if there is no inquest held for a coronial case? 

NCIS  

Select the NO option from the Inquest held field on the case detail screen.  

LCMS 

Select the NO option from the Inquest held field on the case detail screen.  

This will make most of the fields on the Inquest detail screen inactive, although data fields concerning 
the coroner will still be available for data entry.  

The witness button/screen will also be inactive.  

The finding procedure field must still be complete even if there is no inquest held for the case, 
as it is routine for a finding to be issued even if an inquest is not held into the death 

mailto:ncis@ncis.org.au
mailto:ncis@ncis.org.au
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What can I do if the coronial case has sensitive material in it? 

Relevant for LCMS users only 

Check the Sensitive data field on the case detail screen. 

This will activate a flagging system that will result in a flashing red warning message, indicating that 
the case is sensitive, being displayed whenever the case is reopened on the LCMS. 

What can I do if the coroner does not want cases details to be viewed on the NCIS? 

NCIS  

If entering directly into NCIS, access to certain cases is restricted by access restrictions. 

• Tick the Restricted data field on the New South Wales and Victoria data entry screen, to ensure 
that only an authorised user can open the case.   

Users who have not been granted access to restricted cases will not be able to see any details relating 
to the case. 

This restriction will most likely include coders within the jurisdiction, so it is vital that the coder 
completing the case details is able to access restricted cases prior to the selection of this 
option. 

LCMS 

• Tick the Restricted data field on the Case details screen. This will flag the case so that the details 
are not uploaded to the NCIS. 

What do I do if a procedure document is accidentally added to the system? 

If a procedure document is incorrectly added to the case file or the procedure is cancelled, select the 
applicable procedure on the Procedure screen then select the View/Edit button. Then either delete the 
applicable report or delete the entire procedure.  If this is unsuccessful, contact the NCIS Unit. 

In the Local Case Management System, maintained by the NCIS Unit, you will be able to use the 
[DELETE] button to clear the unnecessary procedure from the case. 

Why does the Years in country have a default of ‘98’? 

For Australian cases 

98 is the default code for a non-immigrant – someone whose country of birth is Australia.  

It does not actually indicate that the deceased has lived in Australia for 98 years or that the deceased 
is 98 years old – it is simply a figure that was selected to indicate that the deceased was born in 

mailto:ncis@ncis.org.au
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Australia. It is acknowledged that there may be cases where the deceased is 98 years or over in age, 
but these cases are fairly rare in Australia at the moment. If the issue arises the Years in country should 
be coded as 98 for Australian born residents and 97 for non-Australian born residents. 

If the deceased was not born in Australia this data field must be overwritten to ensure that it reflects 
the number of years the deceased has been a resident of Australia. 

For New Zealand cases 

98 is the default code for a non-immigrant – someone whose country of birth is New Zealand.  

It does not actually indicate that the deceased has lived in New Zealand for 98 years or that the 
deceased is 98 years old – It is simply a figure that was selected to indicate that the deceased was 
born in New Zealand.  It is acknowledged that there may be cases where the deceased is 98 years or 
over in age, but these cases are fairly rare in New Zealand at the moment. If the issue arises the Years 
in country should be coded as 98 for New Zealand born residents and 97 for non-New Zealand born 
residents. 

If the deceased was not born in New Zealand this data field must be overwritten to ensure that it 
reflects the number of years the deceased has been a resident of New Zealand. 

What if I can’t remember by login or password? 

Contact the NCIS Unit to recover applicable login and password. 

What if I get an error message when logging in or accessing a case? 

First, screen dump [PRT SCRN] the error message so that it can be reviewed. 

There are several reasons for an error message to appear.  The most common are: 

Internet has gone down Ensure that your computer can access the internet – try a site 
that you can always access. Ensure that you are not accessing a 
site within your organisation’s intranet but an external site 

If you have lost full internet access, contact your organisation’s 
IT department 

Firewall restriction Ensure that your in-house or jurisdictional IT department has 
given permission for you to access the NCIS as some firewalls 
will block users from either accessing the site at all, or from 
accessing the attached documents 

If the firewall appears to be blocking access to the NCIS, contact 
your organisation’s IT department 

  

mailto:ncis@ncis.org.au
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NCIS has gone down As the NCIS is an internet based system, there are occasions 
when the site will fall down. Usually the NCIS Unit will be aware 
of any major issues 

Users should contact the NCIS Unit for advice on expected time 
frames for reactivation and additional advice 

Users should also watch for any communications sent by the 
NCIS Unit regarding scheduled or unexpected outages. 

Received an error message 
when performing a function 
within the NCIS  

If you have gained access to the NCIS and a specific case, and 
receive an error message whilst trying to move between screens, 
code a data field, save a screen or close a case, contact the NCIS 
Unit for advice 

If possible, send an email with the screen shot of the error 
message to allow for easier identification of the problem. Emails 
can be followed-up by a phone call to confirm that the error is 
being investigated 

 

mailto:ncis@ncis.org.au
mailto:ncis@ncis.org.au
mailto:ncis@ncis.org.au
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